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Did the earth move for 
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Laser Treatment for 

Fungal Nail Infections & Warts 



Before After 


Get your feet looking great for summer! 

A safe, effective treatment for toes and feet including toenail 
fungus and warts. 

The treatment involves painlessly passing the laser beam over 
the infected nails. Treatment sessions will take approximately 15 
minutes. 

GenesisPlus is very safe. No side effects or adverse 
reactions have been reported. Most patients describe the 
procedure as being painless with a small hot pinch at the end. 






50% OFF 
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3 treatments 
4-6 weeks apart 

‘terms & conditions 
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Wells Clinic 

9 New Street, 
Ashford, TN24 8TN 
01233 661662 
www.wellsclinic.com 
www.wellsmedicalcentre.com 






Isn t it time for a 
New Garage Door? 

With the ESSATI SALE, the 
decision's made so much easier 

Our top of the range electric 'remote controlled' insulated aluminium 
rolling garage door - operated by hand held 'keyring' handset is 
currently reduced from a RRP of £2250 - to an amazing £799 

inc VAT & fitting. 

MOW JUST £799! 

INCLUDING VAT & FREE FITTING 



♦ Remote Control & keyring handset 

♦ Includes free internal manual override 

♦ All doors conform fully to EU safety directives 

♦ White as standard, other colours available - ask for details 

♦ Extremely secure auto-locking system 

♦ Full 12 month warranty ♦ Bottom rubber weatherseal 

♦ Price is for any sized single sized door up to 8ft 6" wide 

♦ Double skinned aluminium with foam insulation 

CALL 01245 396910 

This special offer includes free fitting. 

The offer on our website does not include free fitting 
To benefit from this offer you should call: 01245 396910 

www.essatigaragedoors.co.uk 
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Blood scandal deserves 
to create an earthquake 


LIKE many on Friday morning, I was 
rather rudely awoken by the room 
shaking in the early hours. 

It was certainly a somewhat 
bizarre experience for the few 
seconds it occured but no sooner was 
I aware of what was happening than 
it was over. I checked the time, 
pondered whether I’d dreamt it all, 
and went back to sleep. It was 
probably not my finest journalistic 
hour as the biggest story of the week 
arrived in my lap. 

But then you don’t expect an 
earthquake in Kent. You don’t 
expect to be woken by the 
Earth grinding and bumping 
its way along. There’s a 
certain helplessness as you 
appreciate there is, of course, 
nothing you can do about it. 

Yet for some people, that 
sense of helplessness is 
something they are only 
too aware of. 

Inside this issue, 
we have a very 
special report on 



the contaminated blood scandal. You 
may occasionally be aware of it. Yet I 
urge you to read the article and the 
very personal story of one man who 
found himself infected with hepatitis 
C and feared for 18 months he had 
HIV. All while taking treatments 
sourced and prescribed by the NHS 
to treat the inherited condition of 
haemophilia. He is far from alone. 

The phrase ‘scandal’ is over-used, 
but it is hard not to come to that 
conclusion when reading about what 
happened to him and, perhaps more 
significantly, what has happened 
since. Which, in short, is very 
little. If you read just one story 
this week, read that; we’ll 
have more next week as we, 
as a newspaper group, believe 
it deserves to be at the very 
top of the news agenda. 

No-one expects an earth¬ 
quake; no-one expects 
their health to be 
stripped from 
them in such 
circumstances. 


■ Kent on Sunday and its journalists are committed to abiding by the Society of Editors Code 
of Practice. If you have a complaint which can’t be resolved by Kent on Sunday editor Chris 
Britcher (chris.britcher@archant.co.uk) please contact the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation, c/o Halton House, 20-23 Holborn, London, EC1 2JD, or via complaints@ipso.co. 
uk. More information about IPSO and its regulations can be found at www.ipso.co.uk 
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Get your Passport - the cheapest annual 
pass to a wild animal park in Kent! 

Plus, celebrate our amazing animals this May half term with lots of 
activities and competitions. Includes laiH^Bctivitv book for kids 
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Earthquake hits county 
as tremor felt for miles 



SHAKE : Earthquake could be felt as far away as Norfolk 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


THOUSANDS of people across the 
county were rudely awoken by an 
earthquake in the early hours of 
Friday morning. 

The quake left homes shaking for 
up to eight seconds as the tremor, 
which measured a 4.2 magnitude, 
was felt as far away as Norfolk. 

According to the British 
Geological Survey (BGS), the 
tremor’s epicentre was just off the 
coast of Sandwich, at a depth of 
some 15km. 

It struck at 2.52am. 

Chris Thomson, from Whitsta- 
ble, was woken by the shaking. He 
told KoS: “All I was aware of was 
waking up to hear everything in 
the room shake. You could hear 
everything rattling - not very hard, 
but hard enough to create a very 
weird experience. 

“And then it all just stopped and 
all you could hear were the birds 
outside -1 assume they had been 
given as much of a shock as we had. 

“I was aware of thinking at the 
time it felt like an earthquake and 
remember checking my watch to 
see what the time was. Then, when 


I woke up in the morning, it was all 
over the news.” 

Police and fire crews reported a 
flurry of calls from worried 
residents and sent out messages on 
social media confirming the 
tremors for worried householders. 

But they confirmed there had 
been no injuries, nor any reports of 
structural damage. 

To put the size of the tremor into 
perspective, the recent earthquake 
which struck Nepal was 250,000 


times bigger in scale. 

Earthquakes in the UK are 
relatively rare. The BGS estimates 
quakes of the scale which hit this 
week in Kent occur around once 
every two years. 

In Kent, the last significant 
shake was in 2007 when an 
earthquake in Folkestone caused 
some structural damage after it 
struck on a Saturday morning. It 
registered 4.3 in magnitude, 
damaged 200 homes, and made 


national headlines. 

The BGS says it received more 
than 800 reports of this week’s 
quake within hours of it taking 
place. It said the furthest reports 
came from Norwich and Cromer. 

Meanwhile, KCC Trading 
Standards warned people to be 
aware of rogue traders who might 
try to exploit the situation by cold 
calling offering to do unnecessary 
repair work. 

■ For more see page 28. 


Father, 76, and son charged 
in Hatton Garden probe 


Cannabis factory wired 
directly into overhead 
power cables on farm 


A JUDGE has sentenced a drug 
grower who hooked up a cannabis 
factory to overhead power lines to 
three years behind bars. 

David Hill, 43, had established five 
grow rooms in a two-storey barn in 
Bells Farm Road, East Peckham, but 
was caught after he was stopped in 
his car by local patrols for not having 
a valid driving licence and officers 
smelt cannabis. 

Hill had been seen entering and 
leaving a large barn and was taken 
there for a search. On arrival he 
confessed the barn was used to grow 
more than 100 cannabis plants and 
showed officers a large bunch of 
keys, one of which opened a padlock 
to the site. 

Inside were five separate rooms 
containing cannabis in various 
growing stages. An overhead cable 
had been tapped into, to power 
equipment used to cultivate the drug. 

Officers then searched Hill’s home 
address in Lobelia Close, Gillingham. 
Here they discovered a cellar, used to 


dry out the cannabis grown in the 
barn. A carrier bag containing 
around half a kilo of cannabis ready 
to sell was also discovered in a 
kitchen cupboard. 

During police interview Hill 
admitted cultivating the drug and 
claimed an unnamed electrician had 
been paid to abstract the electricity 
supply. He insisted no one else was 
involved. 

He appeared at Maidstone Crown 
Court on Wednesday, having 
previously pleaded guilty to charges 
of producing cannabis and abstract¬ 
ing electricity. He was sentenced to 
three years in prison and also 
disqualified from driving for six and 
a half years after admitting further 
charges of driving without a licence 
or insurance. 

Sgt Joe Breen said: “These sites 
take a long time to dismantle and are 
very hazardous to officers and 
anyone else who may enter. This site 
was wired directly into the overhead 
mains power cable.” 


A 76-year-old man from Dartford 
and his 50-year-old son have both 
been charged in connection to the 
security box raid in London’s 
Hatton Garden over the Easter 
bank holiday. 

Detectives from the Met’s Flying 
Squad investigating the burglary 
carried out a series of raids on 
properties in London and Kent on 
Tuesday 


MARK Reckless - booted out of his 
Rochester and Strood seat at the 
general election - looks set to 
become Ukip’s new policy chief. 

According to reports this week, 
Mr Reckless, who defected from 
the Conservatives to force a 
by-election, which he won for Ukip 
last November but then lost earlier 
this month, will replace Suzanne 
Evans who left that post this week. 


On Wednesday, a total of eight 
men where charged with conspira¬ 
cy to burgle. Among them were 
Brian Reader, 76, and Paul Reader, 
50, both from Dartford Road. 

All eight men were remanded in 
custody after appearing before 
Westminster Magistrates’ Court on 
Thursday. A ninth man has been 
bailed to a date to be confirmed 
pending further enquiries. 


Mr Reckless refused to comment 
on the speculation, but it could be 
seen as a move by leader Nigel 
Farage to stabilise the party behind 
him following the recent spate of 
in-fighting and apparent chal¬ 
lenges to his leadership. 

This week, Mr Farage, from 
Westerham, said his party was now 
“100 per cent united’ ’. For more on 
Ukip see page 11. 


Reckless set to get top Ukip 
role as Farage chases calm 
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Tourism boost as beaches secure Blue Flags 


THANET’s beaches have been recognised as among 
the best in the UK after the district was awarded seven 
Blue Flags. 

Minnis Bay, West Bay, St Mildred’s Bay, Ramsgate 
Main Sands, Botany Bay, Joss Bay and Stone Bay all 
received the award, which is given to beaches around 
the world which have clean water and good facilities. 


Only Cornwall received the same number of 
accolades. Margate Main Sands, Westbrook Bay and 
Viking Bay also received a Seaside Award from Keep 
Britain Tidy, which is given to beaches considered to 
be clean, safe and attractive. 

Tourism is worth an annual £286 million to Thanet’s 
economy. 


Guilty: Vile school trio 
who sexually abused 
vulnerable boys for years 


By Maria Chiorando 

maria.chiorando@archant.co.uk 


THREE men who were responsible 
for looking after vulnerable boys at a 
school near Tonbridge have been 
found guilty of multiple counts of 
sexual abuse. 

Colwyn Baker, David Hennessy 
and Nigel Putman worked as resi¬ 
dential child care officers at Sway- 
lands School in Penshurst between 
the late 1960s and 1993. 

Charged with a string of offences 
dating back to the 1960s, they were 
found guilty this week after a trial at 
Maidstone Crown Court. 

Colwyn Baker, of Craighouse Ave¬ 
nue, Edinburgh, was found guilty of 
20 sexual offences; David Hennessy, 
aged 74, from Westfields in Narbor- 
ough, Norfolk, was convicted of six 
offences and Nigel Putman, aged 62, 
of Kings Road, Slough, was found 
guilty of two offences. 

A total of 15 not guilty verdicts 
were also returned, with the jury un¬ 
able to decide on a further five counts. 



GUILTY: Colwyn Baker 

They will be sentenced on May 27 
at the same court. 

Det Supt Paul Fotheringham said: 
“As residential child care officers 
Baker, Hennessy and Putman were 
supposed to look after the boys out of 


class. Instead they exploited the 
pupils in their care and committed 
horrible acts over a long period of 
time. 

“The first victims in this case 
came forward in 2011. But it soon 
became apparent there had been 
others affected and officers went to 
great lengths to ensure no stone was 
left unturned. 

“We reviewed old school registers 
and visited potential victims or wit¬ 
nesses in person across the UK en¬ 
quiring whether they wished to as¬ 
sist with the investigation. 

“After a great deal of work by all 
parties, the Crown Prosecution Serv¬ 
ice agreed to charge these three men 
with 48 counts of sexual abuse on 24 
children, though our officers spoke to 
many more ex-pupils as part of our 
very thorough investigation. 

“Officers heard how some children 
who tried to resist the offenders’ 
abuse would be beaten or refused 
food. At other times, classmates of 
uncooperative victims were denied 
leisure activities - to make the vic¬ 
tim unpopular and feel guilty.” 



CHAIR: Mike Harrison 


Harrison gets 
KCC chairman 
role for a year 

WHITSTABLE councillor Mike Harrison 
has this week been named the new 
chairman of Kent County Council. 

He has served on the council since 
1995 when he was elected as the 
Conservative member for Whitstable 
East and, most recently served as deputy 
to previous chairman, Mailing council¬ 
lor Peter Holmwood. 

Elected annually, the role of chairman 
is the civic and ceremonial head of the 
county council, as well as acting as an 
ambassador for the authority at events 
across the south east. 

He said: “This is a once in a life time 
opportunity and one which I have 
thought about for many years. The one 
really good thing is that you have been 
voted in by your fellow councillors and 
it is up to them as to who gets the job. 
Along with my wonderful wife we are 
looking forward to an amazing year.” 

His two chosen charities for the year 
will be Demelza House and Riding for 
the Disabled. 

His first act was to announce to 
councillors that he intends to donate 
£10,000 to victims of the Nepalese 
earthquake. 

The new vice chairman of the council 
is Tom Gates, affectionately known as 
Mr Faversham, who has served KCC 
since 1993. 


Major refurbishment 
for third of all trains 

A THIRD of train company Southeastern’s entire fleet 
is undergoing a major refurbishment programme in 
a bid to improve conditions on its services. 

Work has started on 112 of the company’s Class 
375 trains, which run on Southeastern’s routes 
through the county. 

It will include a complete re-spray outside and a 
repaint internally. New carpets and lino will be 
laid, replacement windows put in place where 
needed, and all seats will be removed from 
carriages and given a deep dry-clean and new 
seat bases. 

A new exterior livery will see deep blue and 
light blue doors replacing the former white cabs 
and yellow doors. 

It will take three and a half years to complete all 
112 of Southeastern’s 375 Class trains. The firm 
has a total fleet of some 367 trains. 

The refresh work starts as the trains are 15 
years old and half way through their 30 year life 
expectancy. 


Admiral to take the 
helm at dockyard 

ADMIRAL Sir Trevor Soar KCB OBE has been named 
as chairman elect for the Chatham Historic Dockyard 
Trust. 

The trust runs the popular tourist attraction but has 
been seeking a replacement for Admiral Sir Ian 
Garnett KCB who has led the trust over the past 10 
years. He steps down in May 2016. 

Sir Ian said:' As a former commander-in-chief fleet 
and commanding officer of HMS Ocelot, HMS 
Chatham and as an ambassador for the dockyard, Sir 
Trevor has had a long term relationship with the 
dockyard and is eminently well qualified to take over 
from me next year. 

' ‘It has been a huge privilege being chairman of 
the trust since 2005.1 am very pleased that during the 
past ten years we have been able to attract sufficient 
funding from many sources to make some remark¬ 
able improvements to this great heritage destination. I 
have also greatly enjoyed being part of the wider 
Medway community, and able to meet so many of the 
people whose families worked in this dockyard.’ ’ 


Refurbished special 
care unit is opened 

MEDWAY Maritime Hospital this week officially 
opened its improved high dependency unit (HDU) for 
special care babies - the Oliver Fisher Neonatal Unit. 

It follows a successful fundraising campaign which 
raised £100,000 with work carried out in March. 

The upgraded nursery, which cares for up to eight 
babies at a time, was officially opened on Tuesday by 
the Mayor of Medway Barry Kemp. 

Dr Aung Soe, specialty lead for children and 
consultant neonatologist, said: “Before the work was 
carried out, we were unable to accommodate our full 
capacity within the HDU. 

' ‘But now with new equipment and technology, we 
have a purpose-built, fully equipped, state-of-the-art 
HDU. The money raised has allowed us to purchase 
up-to-date equipment and furnishing to provide the 
highest standard of care to the eight babies and their 
families.” 

In total, the Oliver Fisher Neonatal Unit has 36 cot 
spaces across four nurseries and looks after more 
than 1,000 sick and premature babies a year. 
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What will make next week’s headlines... 


Shared space designs 
to be dug up this week 


Barefaced cheek in city 
air pollution bike protest 


A KEY part of a controversial 
shared space scheme in a town 
centre will this week start to be 
pulled up. 

The Flume artwork was laid as 
part of an innovative scheme in 
Ashford in 2008. Running up Bank 
Street, the design was meant to 
complement the blurring of paths 


and roads and help lead pedestrians 
from the town centre and towards 
the international station. 

But the quality of materials used 
for the £100,000 scheme were not 
sufficiently strong and the cracks 
began to show. 

It put pressure on Kent County 
Council to carry out repairs. 



Starting this week, the broken 
slabs will be pulled up and replaced. 

The main shared space scheme 
continues across part of the ring 
road. 


PASSERS-BY will get an 
eye-full next Saturday when 
naked protestors take to their 
bikes over pollution levels in 
Canterbury. 

The World Naked Bike Ride 
stages regular rides in areas 
where they believe authorities 
are not tackling air quality 
problems. Previous events have 


taken place in the city. 

And next weekend’s ride will 
be highlighting what it claims 
to be the city council’s failure to 
take steps necessary to unblock 
its increasingly busy streets and 
the air pollution it causes. 

The protest ride will start at 
3.30pm on a six-mile route 
around the city. 


United's 3G surfacing 


Half-term tourism hope 


...also_ 

Fears of Ofsted report 

AN Ofsted report into Dover’s biggest 
secondary school is set to be published 
this week - amid concerns its rating could 
be ‘inadequate’. 

The Astor College is thought to be set to 
contest any negative rating. 


Say Trees! competition 

FAMILIES can start uploading images for a 
photography competition run by the 
Woodland Trust called Say Trees! 

Open to all ages and abilities, it should 
capture the spirit of a family day out in the 
woods. See www.woodlandtrust.org.uk. 


WORK continues this week on installing a 
state-of-the-art artificial football pitch at the 
home on non-league side Ashford United. 

The club is replacing its traditional turf at 
its Homelands ground at Kingsnorth. It 
forms part of ambitious plans for the venue. 


TOURISM chiefs will be hoping for a big 
turn-out this week as the school half-term 
holidays kick in. 

Attractions will be keen to see cash tills 
ringing and keeping their fingers crossed 
for good weather. 



Bedroom BARGAINS 


Beds 


ViSpring 180x200cms Bedstead Realm one piece 
Matttress in soft/medium tension 

was £2,560 NOW £1,280 
ViSpring 2x90x200cms Traditional Bedstead 
mattressses zipped with one soft, one medium 
tension was £2,235 NOW £1,117 

ViSpring 180x200cms Regal Superb S/E Divan 
and Mattress zipped and Linked with one mattress 
soft and one mattress Medium tension and Clabon 
Headboard was £10,050 NOW £5,025 

ViSpring 180x200cms Signatory S/E Divan and 
one piece mattress Soft/medium tensionand Artemis 
Headboard was £22,600 NOW £11,300 

ViSpring Mattresses 135xl90cms Recliner Deluxe 

Firm mattress was £3,900 NOW 2,535 

Bedroom Furniture 


Harrisons 150x200cms Posture Classic 
4 Drawer Divan and Medium /Firm Mattress 

was £2,470 NOW £1,395 
Hypnos 180x200cms Sovereign Divan and Mattress 
zipped and linked with one medium and one firm 
tension mattresses topped with a one pice topper 
complete with Isabella Headboard was £11,547 

NOW £6,995 

Dreamworks 135xl90cms Corcica 4 Drawer Divan and 
Mattress was £1,595 NOW £995 

Tempur Traditional Pillows 

Limited Stock was £129.95 NOW £79 EACH 
Kaymed I kool Pillows 

was £59.00 NOW £29 EACH 


Kiss 5 Drawer Chest was £1,295 NOW £895 
Monique Dressing table, mirror and Stool 

was £1,184 NOW £799 
Savoy Chair Bedroom Chair 

was £459 NOW £325 
Oval Chair Bedroom Chair 

was £475 NOW £299 


PLUS MANY OTHER CHEST OF DRAWERS, 
BEDROOM CHAIRS AND DRESSING TABLES. 


766655 

S O R I E S 


www.lenleys.co.uk 


Roper 


Charles Barr 180x200cms Trafalgar Bedstead 
with spring Slatts was £3,913 NOW £1,956 
Charles Barr 4 Drawer chest 

was £1,557 NOW £778 
Salcombe 135xl90cms Salcombe 
with slatted base was £1,025 NOW £695 
Manhattan 2 Door Wardrobe 

was £1,744 NOW £995 
Nolte Belvento Wide 3 Drawer Chest 

was £1,507 NOW £895 
Jupiter Dressing Table and Mirror 

was £480 NOW £239 

Road, Canterbury CT2 7EL 01227 
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Pack up your picnics! There’s 
a wasp warning this summer 

They are the uninvited guests to outdoor living which can send the sane running 
for cover and put everyone in a flap. And the bad news is they’re bouncing back... 


By Molly Kersey 

MoLLy.Kersey@archant.co.uk 


K EEP calm and don’t swat. 

This is the message being 
given to people in the 
county as experts warn 
this will be a ‘bumper 
year’ for wasps. 

With forecasters anticipating 
warmer than usual weather for the 
rest of May and June, the yellow and 
black insects with the painful sting 
are flourishing. 

And as the number of wasps in¬ 
crease, so too does the amount of calls 
to pest controllers. 

“Colder winters often mean there 
are more wasps about the following 
summer as mated queens spend the 
period deep in hibernation,” ex¬ 
plained Rob Simpson, leader of inde¬ 
pendent pest controllers register Ba¬ 
sis Prompt. 

“If it’s milder in December and Jan¬ 
uary, wasps become restless and use 
up their food reserves. 

“They then have nothing left to for¬ 
age on, so they die.” 


Mr Simpson adds: “This year, tem¬ 
peratures were relatively cold during 
the winter and have so far been warm 
in spring, so we’re expecting our 
members to receive a deluge of calls.” 

Of course, for most people, calling 
in the experts is only required if they 
discover they have a nest on their 
doorstep. 

Medway Council dealt with 568 
complaints from 2013 to 2014. 

Canterbury City Council received 
337 wasp complaints, Sevenoaks Dis¬ 
trict Council received 579 and Ton- 
bridge and Mailing Borough Council 
had 261. 

Some 155 complaints were record¬ 
ed by Dartford Borough Council, and 
Swale Borough Council received 109. 

They all had less complaints the 
year before, which was an ‘unusually 
quiet’ year for the insects, a trend rep¬ 
licated across the country. 

Figures produced by the British 
Pest Control Association show prob¬ 
lems with wasps in the UK skyrock¬ 
eted by around 87 per cent last year, 
compared to a relatively quiet 2013. 

In a typical summer, wasps will not 
appear in huge numbers or become a 


big issue until August or September. 

But they will begin building new 
nests in spring. 

And this year’s mild spring tem¬ 
peratures have created perfect condi¬ 
tions for the insects to thrive. 

“For any insects it’s the warmer the 
better,” said Chris Harvey, lecturer in 
biology at Canterbury Christ Church 
University. 

“They are ecothermic - they can 
only be as active as the external tem¬ 
perature allows them to be, if the 
temperature is warmer outside their 
body becomes warmer so they are 
more active.” 

While there are many different spe¬ 
cies of wasps, the vespula vulgaris 
are the ones we usually encounter. 

“That’s the yellow and black striped 
wasp that we are all familiar with,” 
said Dr Harvey. 

“They are social wasps, they live in 
colonies just like bees, there is a 
queen and they live in nests.” 

Wasps prefer to build their nests in 
dry, warm places such as sheds and 
attics, collecting pieces of paper 
which they will regurgitate to help 
construct them. 


So with wasps and their nest size 
expected to increase, what can people 
do if they discover they have one close 
to home? 

Pest controllers can be called to get 
rid of nests, a process which will usu¬ 
ally involve pumping powdered in¬ 
secticides into the entrance. 

Mr Simpson warns that homeown¬ 
ers shouldn’t tackle it themselves. 

“Treating a wasps nest can be very 
dangerous as they feel threatened 
and are likely to become aggressive if 
their nest is tampered with. 

“A mature nest can contain thou¬ 
sands of wasps, so it’s really not worth 
the risk. 

“You don’t need to remove a nest, 
but you do need to have it treated as 
early as possible and it’s definitely a 
job that should be left to experts.” 

And preventative measures could 
also help too. 

“It’s really important for people 
concerned not to leave any spaces 
where they can build their nests,” 
said Dr Harvey. 

“If you have a shed in the garden, 
don’t leave it open all the time for 
wasps to get in. 


“Don’t be aggressive towards them, 
they will not usually attack unless 
they are attacked in some way. 

“The vast majority of stings are 
from when people have inadvertently 
disturbed their nest, that’s why it can 
be dangerous if they are building a 
nest in a shed and someone opens the 
door.” 

He added: “Limit the amount of re- 
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Flag-waving, singing and concert-goers dancing the summer evening away Help us 
celebrate our 37th year with a wonderful opening performance from The Definitive Rat 
Pack and entertainment from the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra. 

You will be enthralled by world-class music, captivated by famous performers and amazed by 
our fireworks finale - all this while you have fun with your friends sipping champagne. 
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BRIGHT: Wasps are back in numbers - but they play an important role in our eco-system too. 


RESOURCES: Wasps are drawn to rotting fruit and sweet, sugary foods. 


sources you have around for them to 
use. If you have an apple tree with 
apples falling off, collect them up, put 
them in a compost heap where they 
are covered.” 

And he said it is important not to 
panic too much when faced with 
them. “Be aware, be careful and keep 


your eyes about you. 

“A lot of people will have this defen¬ 
sive reaction of swatting a wasp and 
that increases the risk of being stung. 

“Remove the food or whatever it is 
they are attracted to and they will 
normally go away by themselves. 

“I have had wasps crawl across my 


hand or arm and if you don’t make 
any sudden movements they will just 
move along. 

“There’s this instinctive aversion to 
very brightly coloured insects.” 

But although many think of wasps 
fearfully, or associate them with 
ruining perfectly good picnics, do 


they have any good points? 

Dr Harvey explains that they do. 

“In the eco system as a whole wasps 
play an important part,” he said. 

“The main food resources wasps 
will exploit is rotting food, but a lot of 
what they eat is actually other in¬ 
sects. They will feed on spiders, cater¬ 


pillars, flies, things like that. 

“Many people consider flies to be a 
nuisance as well, so the wasps are ac¬ 
tually quite good at controlling them 
and keeping their population down. 

“Without wasps being around, 
they might have a population 
explosion.” 



We are an approved Provider for 
Kent County Council, Medway 
Council and Bexley Council 
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Conyngham Lane, Bridge, Canterbury CT4 5JX 

enquiry@avantecare.org.uk 
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Bridge Haven avantf) 

care & support 

Care Home 'Everyone TfiMters’ 


Bridge Haven care home provides care with compassion for those living with dementia. The 
home offers care and comfort, but also introduces a new, positive and more engaging stage 

in the lives of its residents who live there. 

The team of attentive, experienced and skilled staff provide 24 hour care in a pleasant, 
homely environment. Services provided at Bridge Haven include full time residential care, 
day care and short term respite care known as the homes ‘My Time’service. 

All rooms at Bridge Haven are bright and cheerful with many bedrooms having en-suite 

facilities providing relaxation and a sense of well-being. 

Other facilities include the ‘Snug’ - a pub like facility for residents to enjoy and socialise 
and Gregory’s tea room, situated in one of the two attractively laid gardens. 
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Free items may vary from those shown (BBQ box not included) 


IQ offer for the month of May only 


instal 


• Bybrook Barn Garden Centre, Ashford • Hawley Garden Centre, Dartford 
Elm Court Garden Centre, Gillingham • Newnham Court Shopping Village, Maidstone 
• Polhill Garden Centre, Sevenoaks • Johnsons Nursery, Whitstable 


MUST END 


Order your dream cabin now to enjoy your outdoor space 


Cabins include 


Table Top Pod BBQ 
Bistro table & two chairs 
Utensils , Bag of charcoal 


Visit our website or call us now for a brochure 

needextraspace.co.uk 0845 4599444 


Find a Johnsons display village near you 
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MOVING: Should Ukip look to build on its success at the general election by mellowing its message ahead of the referendum - or remain on the course set in recent years? 


In just what direction will Nigel 
Farage sail the Ukip ship now? 

He’s back as leader, but many feel his party should expand its supporter base. Sarah Linney reports 


H E’s been called “thin- 
skinned, snarling and 
aggressive”, accused of 
turning his party into a 
personality cult and 
compared to an ageing mafia don. 

Yet Nigel Farage’s dramatic unres¬ 
ignation as Ukip leader, days after he 
stood down after losing the election, 
was prompted by an overwhelming 
outpouring of support from Ukip 
members - and a refusal by the par¬ 
ty’s national executive committee to 
accept his decision. 

Even a jar of Marmite would baulk 
at being this divisive. So what lies 
ahead for Mr Farage; what lies ahead 
for his party; and are the two intrinsi¬ 
cally bound together, unable to exist 
without the other? 

Having come second in more than 
100 constituencies, polled 3.9 million 
votes - more than the Lib Dems and 
the much-lauded SNP combined - 
and garnered 12.6 per cent of the 
vote, Ukip is clearly here to stay. 

“With the first-past-the-post sys¬ 
tem, they are not going to come along 
and win a lot of seats straightaway,” 
explained John Fitzgibbon, lecturer 
in politics and international relations 
at Canterbury Christ Church Univer¬ 
sity. 

“But now in constituencies like 
South Thanet, Folkestone and Ro¬ 
chester, people will think: they came 
second last time, they have a chance 
this time.” 

And he says Mr Farage’s unresig¬ 
nation is unlikely to be perceived 
negatively by voters. 

“Farage was always going to do 
this. He’s done it before: he resigned 
as party leader once and was back a 
year later,” Dr Fitzgibbon said. 

“And it doesn’t really matter. That’s 
Farage. He’s box office. It’s part of the 


story. It’s like The Godfather III: ‘Just 
when I thought I was out, they pulled 
me back in’. 

“He’s brought the party really close 
to the cusp, done a lot of behind the 
scenes work and made it much more 
professional than it was - it was total 
chaos before. And now he has reas¬ 
serted control and kicked out the peo¬ 
ple who were challenging him.” 

Those people included economics 
spokesman Patrick O’Flynn, who 
stood down from his position after 
the “snarling” comments were pub¬ 
lished on the front page of The Times. 

The party’s only MP, Clacton repre¬ 
sentative Douglas Carswell, was also 
at odds with Mr Farage over whether 
the party should accept £650,000 of 
government funding. 

However, Mr Farage, who lives in 
Westerham near Sevenoaks, insists 
there is nothing amiss. 

“It’s been a very unplanned ten 
days,” he told KoS this week. “I had 
intended to walk away, but it was my 
duty to carry on, given that I had the 
unanimous support of the NEC and 
the fact that we had actually got a ref¬ 
erendum. 

“I feel very sorry about what has 
happened with Patrick, who was mis¬ 
quoted. Once they had printed it on 
the front page, he felt he had to go; he 
is a very decent man. 

“Douglas takes a slightly different 
emphasis to me on immigration, but 
on other things we are as one. 

“We now need to go into the refer¬ 
endum campaign utterly united, un¬ 
like every other political party which 
will rip itself to bits.” 

He predicted the referendum would 
come sooner than 2017, naming the 
date as the first Thursday in May next 
year-May 5. 

“There will be no treaty change, 


FARAGE: Still in charge 

and no renegotiation of free move¬ 
ment of people,” Mr Farage said. 

“None of those will be offered, so 
Cameron had best get the agony out 
of the way as soon as possible.” 

Writing on his blog, Mr Carswell 
said the party should be going after 
Labour voters. 

He advocates greater devolution of 
power to councils, banking reform, 
lower energy prices and many other 
changes. 

“Ukip will, I fervently hope, dis¬ 
place Labour,” Mr Carswell said. 

“Before the last election, dozens of 
Conservative MPs feared losing their 
slender majorities. Today they are 
back in Westminster with bigger ma¬ 
jorities - because their local Labour 
vote went Ukip. 

“Labour today is a corporatist par¬ 
ty on the side of vested interests. It 
once stood up for ordinary people 
against the interests of the powerful, 
but Keir Hardie’s party today shows a 
patronising disdain for the very folk it 
is supposed to represent. 


“Ukip can offer an alternative not 
by apeing the left, but by offering 
something radically different.” 

Mr Farage agreed, and said Ukip 
was moving beyond traditional ideas 
of left and right. 

“We probably won the Tories 25 
seats by taking votes from Labour in 
the Midlands and the north,” he said. 

“We have broken down the divi¬ 
sions of class. I consider myself a radi¬ 
cal in the true sense of the word - not 
someone with way-out views, but 
someone who wants genuine change. 

“I don’t think there has been any 
anti-immigrant rhetoric from Ukip -1 
think the interpretation of what we 
say put some people off.” 

However, Mike Baldock, Ukip lead¬ 
er on Swale Borough Council, where 
the party is the main opposition, said 
Ukip should be casting a wider net. 

“We should be drawing people 
from across the spectrum,” Mr Bald¬ 
ock said. 

“Labour are in a mess, but there’s 
nothing to say the Tories won’t be in a 
mess in two years’ time. 

“Like all parties after an election 
who didn’t take power, we have en¬ 
tered a period of discussion. I think 
after a couple of months we’ll settle 
down. 

“I think Nigel genuinely wanted a 
break - he has been working flat out 
for years - but a lot of people were say¬ 
ing we couldn’t go on without him, 
and there were petitions going up on 
Facebook. Maybe he felt that if he 
went he would be letting a lot of peo¬ 
ple down.” 

He said Ukip needed to shift its fo¬ 
cus from immigration towards issues 
like transparency and democracy. 

“Immigration is a tired platform. 
We’ve run on it too heavily and 
haven’t talked about all the other pol¬ 


icies we’re offering,” Mr Baldock said. 

“We don’t mention it in our local 
literature. 

“I think the party needs to get 
across its wider messages more. I’m 
hoping we will see more ideas coming 
forward about councils being open. 
That’s a really important element of 
Ukip. 

“Local democracy is in a perilous 
state - councils do a lot of things and 
make a lot of decisions that the public 
don’t even know are being made, and 
that’s why people don’t engage.” 

The party’s former treasurer, Stu¬ 
art Wheeler, who owns Chilham Cas¬ 
tle, said he did not think Mr Farage 
should have returned as leader. 

“He said it wasn’t credible to con¬ 
tinue to lead Ukip without a seat in 
the House of Commons,” Mr Wheeler 
said. 

“We need a different kind of argu¬ 
ment from the leader now - and I 
hope we will not seek to be the leader 
of the Out campaign in the EU refer¬ 
endum, but co-operate very well with 
whoever should become leader. 

“Nigel is a brilliant speaker - artic¬ 
ulate, intelligent, amusing, interest¬ 
ing and on the ball. But his style of 
speaking may not be right for bring¬ 
ing 50 per cent of people, which is 
what we need in a referendum, on 
side. 

“We need a less aggressive cam¬ 
paign than you need in an election. 
We need to quietly, and in a reasoned 
way, convince people that they would 
be better off outside the EU.” 

And he had a warning for Mr 
Farage. 

“Nigel mustn’t get rid of too many 
people,” Mr Wheeler said. 

“He’s not the best person in the 
world at dealing with dissent, and he 
can’t afford to lose any more.” 
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STREET LIGHTS: Kent County Council did not consult the public properly about the switch-off, a new report says 


Public ‘misled’ over street light 
switch-off as report slams KCC 

Were county councillors not properly informed over police concerns? Sarah Linney finds out more 


K ENT County Council has 
been accused of “mislead¬ 
ing” the public after an 
official report into the 
street light switch-off 
found that it may have hushed up vi¬ 
tal information. 

A former council leader has said 
that those behind the scheme should 
consider resigning in the wake of the 
report, which found that Kent Police’s 
opposition to the switch-off may not 
have been made clear to councillors. 

The report criticises KCC for ignor¬ 
ing legal advice, failing to be clear 
about the cost of the scheme and 
holding a poor and lacklustre public 
consultation. 

Bizarrely, the report has been writ¬ 
ten by KCC itself, having been com¬ 
missioned by council leader Paul 
Carter in response to “concerns” 
from opposition councillors. 

Since the lights were switched off 
last year, the council has received 
around 3,500 complaints about the 
scheme, half of which expressed con¬ 
cerns about “the perceived impact on 
crime, the fear of crime and general 
community safety”. 

“It is not clear that members or oth¬ 
er consultees were provided with the 
detail of the police responses, and in 
particular the fact that Kent Police 
expressed on more than one occasion 
that they could not support the 
scheme,” the report said. 

“It may have been the case that, 
had they been aware of such com¬ 
ments, some members’ opinions of 
the project might have been less sup¬ 
portive. 

“There is a significant body of work 


that suggests that improved street 
lighting helps to reduce crime where 
crime is prevalent.” 

Such was the controversy around 
the scheme that KCC has now had to 
scrap it, replacing all its lights with 
cheaper LED bulbs instead over the 
next three years, at a cost of £40 mil¬ 
lion. 

But it was still forced to hold a full 
council debate about the switch-off in 
March after a petition calling for the 
lights to be immediately turned back 
on attracted 11,000 signatures. 

The petition was started by Graves¬ 
end campaigner Tina Brooker and 
strongly backed by the then-Labour- 
controlled Gravesham Borough 
Council, which held street stalls and 
rallied support across the county. 

John Burden, who was Gravesham 
council leader at the time and is now 
the opposition leader, said the county 
councillors behind the scheme should 
consider their position. 

David Brazier, who as cabinet 
member for transport was in charge 
of the scheme, already stood down in 
February. 

“They have misled everyone: mem¬ 
bers and the community. They should 
really be condemned,” he said. 

“They said there was a consulta¬ 
tion strategy in place, and now they 
are saying there wasn’t one. 

“The controlling group would have 
known the facts, and at any point 
they could have said that they got it 
wrong. But they didn’t, and they re¬ 
sisted the petitions. 

“They should do the right thing 
and put the lights back on. They 
should also seriously consider wheth¬ 


er the original instigators, not just 
David Brazier, should resign.” 

The report found that KCC kept 
rather quiet about the £3.2 million 
cost of the scheme, which was, how¬ 
ever, expected to deliver £1 million of 
savings annually. 

“The consultation did not give any 
information concerning the signifi¬ 
cant financial outlay required,” it 
said. 

“One former cabinet member ex¬ 
pressed concern that he had not been 
fully apprised of the initial capital 
outlay required, and knowledge of 
this might have swayed his view of 
the scheme. 

“Details of the anticipated capital 
outlay appear in neither the environ¬ 
ment scrutiny committee report of 
April 2010, nor the report of Novem¬ 
ber 2011.” 

The report said that, other than in 
one report for a committee called the 
project advisory group, which does 
not meet in public, there was “no evi¬ 
dence” of the cost being discussed 
openly with council members. 

“Given that many new members 
entered the council in May 2013, and 
in the seeming absence of any de¬ 
tailed financial information relating 
to this scheme after the project advi¬ 
sory group meeting in 2011, it is pos¬ 
sible that many members were not 
fully aware of the financial implica¬ 
tions of the policy,” the report added. 

“The implementation of the policy 
would have benefited from transpar¬ 
ency and openness.” 

The report also found that consul¬ 
tation with the general public about 
the scheme was poor, with one former 



CRITICAL : John Burden 


cabinet member describing it as “the 
bare minimum”. Just 546 people took 
part. 

“The consultation was limited to 
an online survey and email, and con¬ 
centrated on timings and exceptions 
rather than the fundamental issue of 
whether part-night lighting and 
some permanent disconnections had 
community support,” the report said. 

“The low number of respondents 
overall may suggest that restricting 
the process to a single channel [on¬ 
line only] limited the level of engage¬ 
ment. There is no evidence to suggest 
that any process for identifying the 
most appropriate means of consulta¬ 
tion took place. 

“Officers engaged in the implemen¬ 
tation of the project have expressed a 
view that they would have preferred 
the consultation to be more exten¬ 
sive, but felt constrained by the limi¬ 
tations of cost and time.” 


Not only was the consultation 
poor, but there was nothing to sug¬ 
gest that the council actually took 
any notice of it, the report said. 

Language used by the council cer¬ 
tainly suggests it was more interested 
in quelling opposition than in genu¬ 
inely listening, with references to 
“overcoming the negative percep¬ 
tion” and “involving people in discus¬ 
sions about what makes some people 
feel they are less safe”. 

Its records of the decision-making 
process were described as “opaque”. 

“It is not possible to determine ex¬ 
actly how the outputs of the consulta¬ 
tion were considered in the decision¬ 
making process, and how they 
influenced the implementation of the 
scheme,” the report said. 

“Members were not explicitly pro¬ 
vided with detailed information con¬ 
cerning feedback from the communi¬ 
ty. Only very brief details of the output 
of the consultation appeared on the 
public website.” 

However, John Cubitt, Gravesham 
Borough Council’s new Conservative 
leader, said he thought opposition to 
the switch-off had been “overstated”. 

“It could have been handled better. 
KCC needed to seek a greater response 
to the consultation,” he said. 

“But all councillors had an oppor¬ 
tunity to speak out during that con¬ 
sultation. 

“We very much support the notion 
that where switching the lights off is 
shown to be in any way a danger, 
they should go back on, and we are 
supportive of the replacement of the 
lights with LEDs. But I think the op¬ 
position was overstated.” 


12 Week ending May 24,2015 


KEA 


kent-life.co.uk kentnews.co.uk 




















Established 1981 



Over 57,000 customers! 



Limited 



Introducing the... 

Supa Diamond ■ 

A rated, ANY size, ANY number [ 

of openers, White UPVC 

DOUBLE GLAZED 

4 WINDOWS 

£1,512 iS?„ 

5 WINDOWS 

£1,890a, 

6 WINDOWS I 

£2268% 

-J WINDOWS 


...Kent’s 


Our Sale Now On! 

leading double glazing manufacturer 


4 WINDOWS 
£1,512 a 

5 WINDOWS 
£1,890 i&3« 

6 WINDOWS 
£2,268 ,£»„ 

7 WINDOWS 

£2,646 

TRIPLE GLAZED 

4 WINDOWS 

£1,891 £?> 

5 WINDOWS 

£2,364“ 

6 WINDOWS 

£2,836" 

7 WINDOWS 

£3.309 


-OO 

inc VAT 


-OO 

inc VAT 


» ■ ■ inc \ 

WINDOWS 


.OO 

inc VAT 


WINDOWS 


-OO 

inc VAT 


inc Vi 

WINDOWS 

£3,309^ 


All inclusive of fitting, survey, guarantee & includes 
Pilkington Energikare saving glass. Did you know triple glazing 
only saves an extra 0.5% on average which is about £3 per year. 

The choice is yours! 


20 % 

OFF ALL 

Conservatories 
V & Orangeries 


Convert your 
conservatory into 
a usable all year 
round sun-porch with 

the SupaLite tiled 


f An extra 

£100 off 

on production 
^of this advert* ' 


Celebrating over 34 years of 


1'i^mnrn ivnTn i k i 1 1 1 \ cw' 


Finance available subject to status, 
written quotations available on request. 


‘ || Pilkington Optiwhite™ (outer pane) 

Hj Argon gas filling with warm edge spacer 
Pilkington K Glass™ OW (inner pane) 

A Rated Windows 


Don’t just 
glaze it, 

Supag 

All of our installers are CRB checked. 


' ’ Hi] if if 


Hurry! 

Offers end 
2nd 
June 


U | n /«m n^lTI U HG"U y bSEN12150-1 

N WWW Monday -Saturday 9am -5pm Factory awarded British Safety Council Safety Award: Every Year Since 1984 

2 Roman Square Sittingbourne 01795422 877 Head office and factories at Deacon Trading Centre, Knight Road, Strood. H 


Open 6 days a week 


as heard on heart 

103.1 102.8 


, Profile: BS7950 BS7413 

Door Lock: BS3621 
Toughened Glass: 

BSEN12150-1 


13 Lowfield Street, Dartford 


01322 290 525 f www.supaglazing.com 


Week ending May 24, 2015 13 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 














































Minimum part exchange 
£3,000 on all stock Citan Vans. 


Citan Panel Van from £199* per month 
Citan Dualinerfrom £285* per month 
Citan Traveliner from £299*per month 


Available for immediate delivery 


*Terms and conditions apply. Deposit Contribution available when financed with Mercedes-Benz Financial Services. 

Finance for BUSINESS USERS ONLY and is subject to status. Monthly payments displayed are based on an 
Agility finance package with a 20% plus VAT deposit. 48 months term, 12,000 miles per annum. Credit provided 
subject to status. Offer is subject to terms and conditions. Vehicles must be registered between 26/01/2015 
and 31/05/2015. Offer subject to availability. Finance provided by Mercedes-Benz Financial Services UK Ltd, 

MK15 8BA. Part Exchange vehicle must be yours to sell and be presented with an invoice, vehicle registration 
document and at least 60 days’ MOT. 
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Vans. Born to run. 


Sparshatts of Kent, Ashford - Dartford - Sittingbourne - Tonbridge, Tel 0844 396 1122 www.sparshatts.co.uk 
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Pressure grows 
for devolution 
of power for a 
local revolution 

With Parliament actively looking to decentralise 
power to local authorities, just what could this 
mean for this county? Maria Chiorando reports 


OW would Kent fare as a self- 
governing powerhouse? 

That’s the inevitable question 
prompted by chancellor George 
Osborne’s proposals to decen¬ 
tralise certain powers, taking control away 
from Westminster, and putting it in the hands 
of local government. 

Under the proposed Cities Devolution Bill, 
which will be in the Queen’s Speech later this 
month, he said local areas will take control of 
housing, transport, planning and policing. 

In his first post-election speech, Mr Osborne 
claimed the old model of running everything 
from London was ‘broken’, and the system had 
‘made people feel remote from the decisions 
that affect their lives’. 

On a local level, there certainly is support 
for the idea of wrestling power from Westmin¬ 
ster’s clutches. 

But what would the benefits be? 

Paul Carter is the leader of Kent County 
Council. 

He said: “Now that the dust has settled after 
the excitement of the election, it’s time to look 
more closely at the idea of devolution. 

“Not just Scottish devolution, we need to 
look at devolution for England’s cities and 
counties. 

“Local government finances are going to 
continue to be restricted. 

“That’s why Whitehall with its centralist 
tendencies really needs to let go and trust 
well-led local government to spend the public 
pound much more intelligently locally.” 

He believes this requires trust and empow¬ 
erment in local governance. 

Stuart Jeffery is leader of the Kent Green 
Party. The Greens weere the only major UK 
political group to support the idea of Scottish 
independence. Unsurprisingly, therefore, he is 
in favour of the decentralisation of powers. 

He would like to see regional assemblies, 
covering areas perhaps roughly the size of 
those covered by MEPs, with county and dis¬ 
trict councils merged into unitary authorities 
of between 250,000 and 400,000 people. 

He said: “The democratic mandate is 
stronger the closer you get to people, so I 
would like to see Westminster grant certain 
powers to the regions. 

“It’s brilliant for a country. 

“People can have a real say, they can be 
close to politicians, without the distancing 
that we have now. 

“The Cities Bill is about places like London 
and Manchester - we don’t have cities of that 
size here, so it would be a case of looking at 
how areas could be divided. 

“Devolving powers is not without risks 
though. 

“If you look at the way money is raised for 
KEA 


k k Whitehall with its 
centralist tendencies really 
needs to let go and trust 
well-led local government 
to spend the public 
pound much more 
intelligently locally. ff 


Paul Carter, 

Leader, Kent County Council 

government spending, it’s done on a central 
basis so the government of the day says how 
much money devolved authorities can spend. 

“You would have to have a level of local abil¬ 
ity to raise funds to provide public services. 

“However, if too much of that funding abili¬ 
ty gets devolved, then you will get concentra¬ 
tions of wealth and not distribution of wealth. 

“It’s not necessarily as much of a problem in 
the wealthy south east, but there are parts of 
the country which could suffer. 

“It’s a delicate balancing act. 

“Westminster would focus on things that 
are required at a national level, such as for¬ 
eign policy, macroeconomic policy and de¬ 
fence.” 

David Sparks is the chair of the Local Gov¬ 
ernment Association, which has just published 
a report entitled ‘Devo-next’ on devolution. 

The association is keen to see powers de¬ 
centralised, but with a focus on recognising 
the existing towns, cities and counties, and 
without reorganising them into artificial re¬ 
gions. 

He agrees that bringing powers to a local 
level could be beneficial - but not without ca¬ 
veats. 

He says: “The proposed devolution of trans¬ 
port, housing and policing powers is great 
news for our larger cities but we want to make 
sure that the benefits of devolution reach eve¬ 
ry corner of England and the United Kingdom. 

“This will require different approaches to 
both governance and the powers needed for 
different areas, rather than a one-size-fits-all 
solution. 

“There is compelling evidence that making 
decisions at a more local level will bring about 
huge economic and social benefits including 
reducing youth unemployment by half, creat¬ 
ing 500,000 homes and helping people to live 
independently at home longer, saving almost 
£4 billion alone. 

Continued on page 16 
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George, end council cut-backs 

Local authorities are warning of dire consequences if chancellor George Osborne continually opts 
to wield the austerity axe, despite millions already cut from council budgets. Jamie Weir reports 



CUT: Conservative chancellor George Osborne holds the power of the nation’s purse strings 


GOVERNMENT cuts to local 
authorities and council’s have gone 
as far as they can without seriously 
damaging the services they provide. 

That is the message from 
councils across the country to 
George Osborne. 

Kent County Council (KCC) was 
among the signatories of a letter 
sent to the chancellor, telling him 
the public sector couldn’t bear 
more reductions in its budget. 

The letter was sent from David 
Sparks, chariman of the Local 
Government Association (LGA) - 
which represents the interests of 
local councils. 

He said: “Local authorities have 
made £20 billion in savings since 
2010 following reductions in 
government funding of 40 per cent. 

“Councils have worked hard to 
shield residents from the impact of 
funding cuts. However, efficiencies 
cannot be remade or buildings 
resold. 

“Further local government 
funding reductions over the next 
five years is not an option.” 

David Sparks said that any ‘low 
hanging fruit’ had been plucked, 
and that new cuts would begin to 
do real damage to public services, 


delivered by councils. 

Bin collection, pothole repair and 
the maintenance of parks and 
green spaces would all suffer, while 
there would be a human cost, with 
care for the elderly likely to 
struggle if less cash was made 
available. 

KCC’s member for finance, John 
Simmonds told KoS that the 
situation had become dire for the 
council. 


He said: “We recognise the 
Government had to do something 
about the deficit, but some of the 
cuts given have left local govern¬ 
ment butchered. 

“We have had around half a 
billion pounds taken out in a seven 
year period. That’s a large chunk of 
the budget. 

“Despite that, during our budget 
consultation with local people, it 
emerged that very few felt that 


frontline services had been 
affected, despite the fact we have 
shed around 2,500 jobs. What we 
think is that if we’re hit again, we 
are likely to struggle to deal with it 
without there being an impact.” 

Cllr Simmonds said that even 
though KCC had begun a radical 
transformation programme, if more 
cash was taken from local councils, 
there would be impacts to certain 
things. 


He said: “Less spending on 
potholes, road maintenance and 
that sort of thing could end up 
being a result of further cuts. 
Obviously we’d always look to 
ensure that things like the care of 
the elderly were looked after, but 
other things may slip. It would be a 
question of how much money we 
had. We currently have quite a big 
capital programme. It’s that kind of 
investment which we would need to 
cut back on.” 

The finance member said that 
come July 8, the county council 
would be watching George 
Osborne’s summer budget with 
interest. 

Secretary of state for communi¬ 
ties and local government Greg 
Clark said: “Every part of the 
country needs to play its part in 
paying off the deficit. Councils 
have continued to balance their 
budgets whilst reducing council tax 
in real-terms, and increasing or 
maintaining public satisfaction with 
services and I pay tribute to local 
government for achieving that. 

' ‘I want to work with local 
government to ensure they 
continue to provide the best 
services.” 
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KNOWLEDGE : Local authorities, such as Kent County Council, above, say they understand their areas better than Whitehall 


“But all parts of the country, from 
city regions to non-metropolitan are¬ 
as, need greater freedom from White¬ 
hall. 

“We are now urging government to 
go further and set out a new settle¬ 
ment for all of England which de¬ 
volves decisions on important issues 
like skills, housing, transport, care 
and infrastructure. 

“This is vital if the economy is to 
prosper and good quality public serv¬ 
ices are to survive.” 

KCC’s Cllr Carter believes these 
powers should be extended to coun¬ 
ties to those with a record of manag¬ 
ing their money well. 

He said: “I am a great supporter of 
empowering county councils and 
city regions, loosening the reins in 
Whitehall and trusting in local gov¬ 
ernment without unnecessary bu¬ 
reaucracy. 

“There’s a lot of interference in 
Whitehall, and it gets in the way of 
spending public money wisely. 

“We were allocated about £30 mil¬ 
lion three years ago to modernise 
schools, but the scheme is managed 
from Whitehall and so far nothing 
has been done. 

“This is not a good use of public 
funds.” 

He said Kent had a good track 
record of spending money on things 
like transport and education and 
complying with government cuts - 
and often knew better than White¬ 
hall how money should be spent in 
the county. 

“Local knowledge allows people to 
prioritise expenditure in a sensible 
way,” Mr Carter added. 

Greg Clark is the new communities 


and local government secretary, as 
well as the MP for Tunbridge Wells. 

He has previously spoken of his 
support for decentralising power, 
saying that certain places could ben¬ 
efit from the change. 

His official line on the issue cur¬ 


rently remains vague. 

He told KoS: “The Government is 
determined to hand power and re¬ 
sources from Whitehall back to local 
people. 

“We will only unleash the full eco¬ 
nomic potential of our country if we 


transfer powers to local leaders, busi¬ 
nesses and people who know their 
area best. 

“Our door is open to all proposals 
from any local authority, county or 
city region keen to embrace devolved 
powers.” 


Cllr Carter adds: “It’s time to get on 
with the job of working together in 
partnership with all the other public 
agencies in the area to make sure that 
if and when they are to let go, local 
government are ready to hold the 
reins.” 
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JUSTICE: SteveDymond 
and his wife Su Gorman 
at their Broadstairs home 


uur lives were aestn 
by contamination sc 



This couple, and many others like them, deserve your time to hear a story as shocking as it is tragic 


the 

investigations 

MCWNi \ _ ^LtXTll t' 


By Chris Britcher & 
David Powles 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


W HEN Steve Dy¬ 
mond graduated 
from university 
his life stretched 
out before him 
peppered with opportunity and po¬ 
tential. 

Having secured his degree in Rus¬ 
sian and embarking on a relation¬ 
ship with the woman who would be¬ 
come his wife, they had all the 
dreams of the young and ambitious; 
children, careers, a home, security. 

Yet, through absolutely no fault of 
his own, Mr Dymond’s life would take 
the most horrendous of diversions. 


It would destroy his career, his 
health - and have an enormous im¬ 
pact on those closest to him. 

Because Mr Dymond is just one of 
the many caught up in one of the 
most jaw-dropping medical scandals 
of the past 60 years, and delivered to 
him by the very people who are 
tasked with keeping us all safe; the 
NHS. 

For Mr Dymond, from Broadstairs, 
is one of thousands of people infected 
with the hepatitis C (hep C) virus af¬ 
ter being given contaminated NHS 
blood products between 1970 and 
1991. He took the products to con¬ 
trol his haemophilia - an inherited 
afflication which prevents the blood 
from clotting and, as a result, can 
lead to uncontrollable bleeding. 

During this period an estimated 
32,000 people, scores of them from 
Kent, were infected through tainted 
blood and blood products, many of 
which were commercially manufac¬ 
tured and sold, without safety 
checks, to the British government 
from the USA - in addition to un- 


k k If they said you 
could have your wisdom 
teeth out but the Factor 
VIII would give you 
hepatitis C and expose 
you to HIV you’d make 
a different choice. ff 


Steve Dymond, 

Victim of blood contamination 

checked British donations. 

These products came from numer¬ 
ous suspect and high-risk sources, 
including prisons, drug addicts and 
the homeless, but the government 
continued to import them even after 
being given warnings they carried a 
risk of infection. 

More than 1,500 people were in¬ 
fected with HIV along with hep C. It 
is estimated the scandal has cost 


around 2,000 lives so far. That is a fig¬ 
ure which continues to rise. 

In terms of death toll, it is the 15th 
largest peacetime disaster in British 
history. 

Although more than 30,000 people 
are thought to have been given con¬ 
taminated blood products, only 6,000 
people are estimated to know it. 

Among the haemophilia population 
in the UK it is thought almost all who 
took the treatment during the period 
may be infected. 

For the rest, health problems caused 
by hep C could strike at any moment. 
It’s known as ‘the silent killer’ for a 
reason (see box on page 22). 

Yet, three decades on from when the 
scandal first began, a KoS special re¬ 
port has heard how the government 
continues to let down sufferers and 
their families in many ways. 

This includes; 

• A reluctance to properly investigate 
how the scandal was allowed to happen 
and hold those responsible to account 
•A lack of acceptable financial support, 
leaving many victims and their fami¬ 


lies struggling to cope 

• A failure to provide the best drugs 
possible for sufferers, despite promises 
to the contrary 

• Uncertainty over the financial futures 
of the funding schemes set up to help 

• A complex and demeaning support 
system 

Today Mr Dymond, 59, lives a life 
where his health concerns have left 
him unable to work, prone to depres¬ 
sion, lethargy and mood swings. The 
hep C attacks the liver and the fear is 
he will succumb to cancer. 

When he meets KoS he pre-empts 
the conversation by warning it’s pos¬ 
sible he may struggle as our meeting 
progresses. Yet he has a steely deter¬ 
mination to ensure the agony he and 
his family - and so many others like 
them - has suffered, does not go unrec¬ 
ognised or unpunished. 

“If someone said ‘I’m really sorry 
this happened but we just didn’t 
know’,” he explains, “it would be one 
thing. But it just isn’t true. 

Continues on page20 
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Continued from page 19 

“At no point during the 1960s, 70s 
or 80s did the red flag of precaution 
go up saying something is not quite 
right. No one said ‘we’re not sure 
what it is, but we’ll stop doing it as po¬ 
tentially it’s not safe. 

“It’s like if you’re a bus driver, and 
you gave your tyre a kick but weren’t 
entirely sure it was OK. So you just 
think ‘oh let’s just give it a go’ with 60 
passengers on board. You’re taking a 
risk with people’s lives.” 

Mr Dymond was diagnosed with 
haemophilia when he was 12 after a 
fall down the stairs. 

Like those with his condition - 
which he de¬ 



haemophilia - he began to have injec¬ 
tions with a concentrated blood prod¬ 
uct, known as Factor VIII. 

Taken primarily as a precaution 
when facing situations during which 
he could bleed - such as trips to the 
dentist - it would allow temporary re¬ 
lief and his blood to clot for around 24 
hours. 

Little did he know of the terrible 
game of Russian roulette he was in¬ 
advertently playing; a game where all 
the chambers were loaded. 

At the same time health bosses, 
faced with increased demand for 
blood products but not enough sup¬ 
ply, turned to overseas drug compa¬ 
nies to fill the gap. 

What is now known is that not only 
did those products come from many 
high-risk groups, they were given to 
British patients by the NHS without 
even being screened for possible in¬ 
fection. 

By the time Mr Dymond learned of 
his own virus he had been injecting 
potentially contaminated products 
for years. 

Many of the victims of the scandal 
had haemophilia, though thousands 
were also contaminated through 
blood transfusions. 

Adds Mr Dymond: “Concentrated 
Factor VIII is from a pool of up to 
2,000 donors. It only requires one 
contaminated donation to contami¬ 
nate the whole batch. 

“I’m a mild haemophiliac which is 
important in terms of treatment 
choices. So if I go to the dentist I need 


CAMERON’S APOLOGY 


EARLIER this year, David 
Cameron became the first prime 
minister to issue an apology to the 
victims of the contaminated blood 
scandal, stating that “to each and 
every one of those people I would 
like to say sorry on behalf of the 
government for something that 
should not have happened’’. 

He also pledged an extra £2 5m 
for the next 12 months to be spent 
on setting up a better payment 
and support system for those 
affected - however campaigners 
are still waiting for that pledge to 
be realised. 

While the government has no 
plans to launch a formal inquiry in 


Factor VIII as a precaution. It’s not for 
life-threatening procedures or sur¬ 
gery. And this throws things into re¬ 
lief. If they said you could have your 
wisdom teeth out but the Factor VIII 
would give you hep C and expose you 
to HIV you’d make a different choice.” 

Steve Dymond’s life has come to be 
defined by his sheer misfortune. After 
leaving university he trained as a 
teacher, and worked for many years 
at a girls’ school in London teaching 
Russian. 

He went on to write the first GCSE 
exam papers in the subject and sat on 
the examination board. 


this country, on conclusion of the 
Penrose Inquiry, held on behalf of 
Scottish victims, it pledged to 
study its findings closely and act 
accordingly. 

Meanwhile, in a January select 
committee date, the House of 
Commons supported a motion to 
“further review the circumstances 
surrounding the passing of 
infection via blood products to 
those with haemophilia and others 
during the 1970s and 1980s”. 

That same month an All-Party 
Parliamentary Group Inquiry 
made a series of recommenda¬ 
tions designed to make the 
financial support system fairer. 


But even at this early stage it was 
becoming apparent something was 
taking the wind out of his sails. Some¬ 
thing wasn’t right. 

He was finding tasks and challeng¬ 
es he would normally take in his 
stride a challenge. 

As he embarked on a PhD he found 
himself struggling. 

He explains: “You start doing what 
you do which is commensurate with 
your abilities and you just run out of 
steam. It all falls apart. It is a physical 
and mental fatigue. 

“It’s like getting an oil tanker mov¬ 
ing. It takes a tremendous amount of 



energy but once it’s got going its OK. 
But when you come to a stop, it takes 
a tremendous effort to get it going 
again. And it’s a bit like that.” 

In the 1980s, it started to emerge 
that contaminated blood supplies 
used in products for haemophiliacs, 
such as Factor VIII, was likely to have 
been infected with HIV - the virus 
which leads to AIDS. 

For a terrifying 18 months, Mr Dy¬ 
mond feared he may have contracted 
the disease - which then was an al¬ 
most certain death sentence. 

Somehow, however, and despite 
later discovering he had taken a 
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JUST WHY WAS THERE SUCH A TRADE IN BLOOD? 



DURING the 1970s and 80s, 
advances in medical technology 
increased the need for blood 
donations and companies in the 
United States in particular quickly 
found a way to make money from 
the shortage. 

But there was no regulation in 
place to monitor safe ways to extract 
blood. Clinics were set up across 
the US and people were even paid 
to donate. 

Those in most need of cash often 
turned up and the drug companies 
were only too happy to oblige. 

One Canadian company took 
blood from Russian corpses, while 
inmates at prisons were even paid 
to donate once or twice a week, 
again with no checks on whether 
they were carrying a disease. 

The NHS, struggling to cope with 
the demand, continued to buy the 
products into the 1980s and up to 
1991, despite the fact evidence 
suggests they were aware of the 
dangers some 15 years earlier. 


At a 1997 independent inquiry 
into the scandal, Lord Archer of 
Sandwell said: “By the mid 1970s it 
was known in medical and Govern¬ 
ment circles that blood products 
carried a danger of infection and 
that commercially manufactured 
products from the USA were 
particularly suspect...but the 
products continued to be imported 
and used, often with tragic conse¬ 
quences.” 

The inquiry heard how in a letter 
to the Department of Health and 
Social Security dated May 9, 1983, 
Dr Spence Galbraith, the head of 
the communicable disease 
surveillance centre at the Public 
Health Laboratory Service, warned 
that, since there had been 14 cases 
of haemophiliacs contracting AIDS 
after receiving Factor VIII concen¬ 
trate, US blood products made in 
the affected period should be 
withdrawn. 

The advice, however, was 
ignored. 


batch confirmed to be infected with 
HIV, he was given the all-clear. 

He, along with his loyal wife, Su 
Gorman, disillusioned with the NHS, 
opted, in 1987, to move to France. 

It was there, in 1993, that, finally it 
was confirmed he had the hep C vi¬ 


rus. Yet at the time he was told it was 
“nothing to worry about” by a doctor 
in Paris. Still relatively newly identi¬ 
fied, the symptoms and repercussions 
were far from clear. 

The symptoms were, after all, simi¬ 
lar to so many other ailments - flu¬ 


like symptoms, lack of energy and 
depression. It was easily misdiag¬ 
nosed (see box on page 22). 

Passed from blood to blood, it at¬ 
tacks and damages the liver. To add to 
the body blow of being diagnosed 
with the virus, hep C is most widely 


associated with drug takers - sharing 
the virus through sharing needles. It 
means the innocent haemophiliac 
also has the additional stigma which 
comes with the illness. 

Continues on page22 


SETTLEMENTS 

ELSEWHERE 


IN several countries, including 
France, Canada, Japan and Italy 
contaminated blood scandals 
have ended up being played out 
in the courtroom. 

In one of the most-high profile, 
a former French health minister 
was convicted and jailed for 
knowingly using contaminated 
blood on patients. Two French 
ministers were acquitted of 
manslaughter. 

However, no legal cases have 
ever been pursued in this 
country. 

In the 2007 Lord Archer 
independent inquiry, Lord 
Owen, a Labour health official in 
the 1970s, raised fears of a 
deliberate cover-up when it 
emerged thousands of docu¬ 
ments on the subject had gone 
missing. 

He said: “The more you look at 
this, the more you look at the 
question in France, the more you 
begin to see people who were 
fearful of a legal process going 
on in this country. 

“The issues we were dealing 
with were extremely important 
and you suddenly find that 
during a 10-year role, ministerial 
papers can be pulped.” 
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FOR many years, the medical 
world could not put its finger on 
hepatitis C. 

Its existence during the 1970s 
was referred only as non hep A 
or hep B - its existance only 
confirmed in 1989. 

At first, its impact on the body 
was not fully understood and 
many - as in the case of Steve 
Dymond - were told it was not 
something to be unduly con¬ 
cerned about. 


FIGHTING: Steve Diamond 
and Su Gorman talk to KoS 
editor Chris Britcher (right) 


Now, however, the impact of 
the virus, which can infect and 
damage the liver, has become 
apparent. 

In most cases, hepatitis C 
causes no noticeable symptoms 
until the liver has been signifi¬ 
cantly damaged. 

When symptoms do occur, 
they are often vague and can be 
easily mistaken for another 
condition; such as aching 
muscles, a loss of appetite, 


tiredness and depression. 

Transmitted through blood-to- 
blood contact, it is more com¬ 
monly associated with drug users 
- especially those sharing 
needles. 

According to the NHS, it is 
estimated up to 49 per cent of 
people who inject drugs in 
England are thought to have 
hepatitis C. 

There is no vaccine and no 
fail-safe cure. It can be treated 


Continued from page 22 

For Su Gorman, 60, the illness suf¬ 
fered by her husband - they wed in 
1980 - has altered the direction of 
their lives, demolished any chance of 
children, and torpedoed their careers. 

A former psychiatric social worker, 
she admits that if she had known 
about the illness it may have influ¬ 
enced their decision to work abroad. 

“We had stable salaries and pen¬ 
sion plans,” she explains. “I wouldn’t 
have taken a risk on our talents and 
energies if I knew he didn’t have the 
energy. 

“Because we didn’t know he had 
hep C -1 thought he was someone dif¬ 
ferent to the man I’d married. 

“Now we know what it is, and what 
it can do, everything makes sense. 


with antiviral medicines de¬ 
signed to stop the virus from 
multiplying inside the body and 
prevent liver damage. However, 
the virus has several different 
strains - each one reacting to 
treatment better than others. 

Two new medications, 
released in 2011, called bocepre- 
vir and telaprevir, have been 
found to be effective in some 
people who do not respond to 
conventional antiviral treatments. 
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Special Report: Blood contamination scandaL.Special Report: Blood contamination scandal 


GROUP CALLS FOR ACTION 


of suffering and the loss of 
more than 2,000 lives, we 
expected more than a 
30-second apology from the 
prime minister. 

“More is needed than 
‘improvements to the way 
payments are paid’ to victims, 
real compensation is needed 
reflecting the real suffering that 
those still alive but undergoing 
or have undergone painful 
treatments; their families and 
dependents; and those 
bereaved, including more 
than 2,000 dead over the 
years.’’ 



RIBBON: The 

red represents 
HIV, the yellow 
hep C and the 
black those who 
have died 


There’s a whole chunk of our past - 
where we were throwing things at 
each other with real hatred - but one 
of the symptoms is a really bad tem¬ 
per. It warps everything. 

“I remember looking at him asleep 
and thinking ‘I don’t know this man 
anymore’.” 

It is a remarkable achievement that 
the two have remained together. But 
now they are united. 

We meet on a bright spring day at 
the home of Ms Gorman’s mother, 85, 
which they are now forced to share. 
They survive on £14,600 from the 
Skipton Fund, set up in 2004 by the 
Department of Health, to make pay¬ 
ments to those infected. 

Life has not been easy. In 2002 a 
biopsy discovered problems with his 
liver and Mr Dymond under went a 
then state-of-the-art treatment to 
tackle the hep C virus while in France 
- the only one available until 2012. 

Over the course of a year it left him 
bed-ridden for much of the time with 
the powerful side-effects. 

Explains Su Gorman: “But it did 
work while he was being treated. It 
was like having the pages of our life 
story book turned backwards - I re¬ 
discovered the man I married. The 
treatment brought him back. 

“At the end the results were good 
and in six months we waited for con¬ 
firmation it had gone. But it had come 
back.” 

Today, he has another anxiety. A 
recent scan revealed something on 
his liver - tests continue to ascertain 


kk It’s difficult not to be 
completely consumed 
by the insanity of it all. 
We try hard not to get 
caught in that state of 
mind. We have to 
channel our energy ff 


Steve Dymond, 

on coping with the injustice 

whether it is cancerous or not - but 
what he is determined to achieve is to 
get on a new generation of drugs 
known as protease inhibitors. They 
are being approved by the National 
Institute for Health and Care Excel¬ 
lence (NICE). 

They again promise to eradicate 
the virus from him - before the liver 
damage becomes too extreme. How¬ 
ever, getting the NHS to approve to 
the funding is proving a challenge, 
despite, of course, health chiefs being 
responsible for his predicament. 

But his main concern right now is 
raising awareness of the contamina¬ 
tion scandal which has remained un¬ 
der the radar for too long. 

“It’s difficult not to be completely 
consumed by the insanity of it all,” he 
explains. 

“We try hard not to get caught in 
that state of mind. 


TAINTED Blood is one of a 
number of organisations set up to 
campaign for justice for those 
infected and affected by contami¬ 
nated blood and blood products 
in the United Kingdom. 

Its committee consists of people 
who all are either directly affected 
by contaminated blood or are 
bereaved from someone affected. 
They all act in a purely voluntary 
capacity and are dedicated to 
achieving the aims of the group. 

Following the publication of the 
Penrose report earlier this year, 
co-chairman Joe Peaty and Sue 
Threakall said: “After 30-40 years 


“The most vicious wish is that any¬ 
one responsible would lose their 
homes, their pensions like those who 
suffered did. 

“The best we can hope for is the 
people who make a lot of appalling, 
careless decisions, who defended in¬ 
defensible decisions, still have to look 
at themselves in the mirror and some¬ 
where there must be something 
which wakes them up at 2am. 

“That’s what we cling on to.” 

Both are educated people clearly 
struggling to understand quite how 
the state we invest our trust in could 
have treated them quite so scandal¬ 
ously. Mr Dymond has a clear, con¬ 
trolled voice - it cracks only occasion¬ 


ally despite the sensitivity of the 
subject matter we discuss. Ms Gor¬ 
man’s eyes occasionally well with 
tears as she recalls some of the heart- 
wrenching decisions they have faced. 

Yet they are not seeking sympathy. 
They are seeking justice. 

Despite years of campaigning by 
those affected, a full public inquiry 
into the scandal has never been held 
in this country. 

A six-year inquiry into several 
hundred Scottish cases cost an esti¬ 
mated £12m, came up with one rec¬ 
ommendation and led to devastated 
campaigners burning the report in 
front of the gathered media. 

It was only in March this year that 


David Cameron became the first 
prime minister to apologise for what 
happened (see box). 

There is clearly a case to answer. 
Now is surely the time for resolve. 

■ Were you affected by the blood 
contamination scandal? Share your 
story by contacting us either by 
emailing editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
or contact our investigations unit di¬ 
rectly which is co-ordinating a major 
national push to raise awareness and 
put pressure on authorities across 
Archant titles, including Kent on 
Sunday, across the UK. Call our in¬ 
vestigations editor David Powles on 
01603 772478 or email 

david.powles@archant.co.uk. 



Ny 


SPECIAL 

OFFER 


GPIan Atlanta leather 3 seat sofa usual price £2359 Special Offer price £1769 

THIS BANK HOLIDAY YOU PAY £1592 

A sleek modern design that combines clean looks with incredible comfort. Fabric option available with manual or power reclining actions. 


Nasons 

at home 

Free Easy Parking - Free Local Delivery (Ts & Cs apply) 


Nasons Furniture & Bed Centre 

Maynard Road, Wincheap, Canterbury CT13RQ 

01227 463550 I www.nasons.co.uk 
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Flying Fortress all set for festival 


A host of rare war-time aircraft will take to the skies above Biggin Hill next month for the Festival of 
Flight on June 13. Chris Britcher takes a look at some of the attractions heading to the former RAF base 




A BOEING B-17 bomber - known as 
the Flying Fortress - will be woo-ing 
crowds at this year’s Festival of 
Flight at Biggin Hill. 

Some 18,000 people are expected 
to attend the airshow at the former RAF airfield, 
which takes place on June 13. 

Other craft racing through the skies will be the 
likes of the Red Arrows, an RAF Chinook heli¬ 
copter and Typhoon aircraft. 

This year’s event will commemorate the 75th 
anniversary of the Battle of Britain - remember¬ 
ing the airport’s role at the forefront of Britain’s 
defences during the summer of 1940 when the 
fierce aerial battle took place. 

Hurricanes and Spitfires will also be among 
the aircraft taking part - taking part in a choreo¬ 
graphed re-enactment of a battle in the skies. 

In addition to the aerial displays, there will be 
a 1940’s village featuring vehicles, re-enactors, 
entertainers and artifacts of the time both mil¬ 
tary and civil. 

It hopes to give those attending an insight into 
the time when the future of the nation was in 
double. 

For many, though, the highlight will be the 
chance to see the UK’s last remaining airworthy 
American bomber, the famous B-17 Sally B. 

She will be marking her 40th display season in 
2015 and at the same time celebrating her 70th 
birthday. 

Elly Sallingboe, the aircraft operator, has kept 
the historic aircraft in the air with the help of 
6,500 members of the B-17 Supporters Club 
along with charitable donations, supportive 
sponsorships and souvenir sales. 

“Fundraising is an ongoing struggle” she says. 
“It is a constant challenge - no sooner do we se¬ 
cure sufficient funds for one year than we have to 
look ahead and plan for the next. 

“But we are determined to continue fighting 
for the survival of this important living piece of 
our history and wartime heritage because Sally 
B flies as a memorial to all Allied airmen who fell 
in the Second World War.” 

Based at Duxford in Cambridgeshire, the air¬ 
field home of the Imperial War Museum, the B-17 
will fly into Biggin Hill and then be parked up for 
inspection by visitors and to meet the crew. 

Colin Hitchins, event organiser, says that some 
visitors will remember this B-17 landing at Big¬ 


DISPLAY: The Red Arrows will dazzle with one of their trademark aerial displays 


CROWDS : All tickets must be purchased in advance of the show which takes place on June 13 


ANNIVERSARY: Star of Memphis Belle movie, the Boeing B-17 bomber, will be one of the star attractions at the Festival of Flight at Biggin Hill 


gin Hill 40 years ago this summer when it was 
rescued by Ted White from an uncertain future 
in Africa with a bold restoration plan in the UK. 

“It is marvellous to see the aircraft maintained 
40 years on in such fine flying condition - a great 
tribute to Elly and her team for determination 
and perseverance” said Mr Hitchins. 

Sally B’s TV and film credits include a leading 
role in the hit film Memphis Belle. 

Entry to the Festival of Flight must be through 
advanced ticket sales only - there will be no tick¬ 
ets available on the gate. 

For details see www.bhfof.com. Ticket sales 
close on June 5. 
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AIRPORT CONNECTIONS 


NEW 

DAY TRIPS 

FOR 2015! 




^pp C 


PEPPA PIG WORLD 

Tue 4th, 11th, 18th & 25th 
August 2015. 

Adult + 1 Child.£90 

Adult+ 2 Child. £135 

2 Adult + 2 Child. £165 

2 Adult + 1 Child. £135 

Pickups: 

Ramsgate, Margate, 
Birchington, Canterbury, 
Ashford. 

Park Times: 

Park open 10.00 -17.00. 

Children under 1 metre have 
free entry into the park. All 
children are measured at 
the gate. Price includes 
travel and entrance only. 


LEGOLAND 

Wed 5th, 12th, 19th & 26th 
August 2015. 

Adult + 1 Child.£95 

Adult+ 2 Child. £140 

2 Adult + 2 Child. £190 

2 Adult + 1 Child. £145 

Pickups: 

Ramsgate, Margate, 
Birchington, Canterbury, 
Ashford. 

Park Times: 

Park open 10.00 -17.00. 

Children under 1 metre have 
free entry into the park. All 
children are measured at 
the gate. Price includes 
travel and entrance only. 


SHUTTLE SERVICE 

Gatwick and hleat hmw 


PICK UP POINTS 



£40 | £75 

SINGLE PER PERSON 1 RETURN PER PERSON 

Collection times from: 


2am • 4am • 9am • 1pm 


£65 I £120 


2 PEOPLE SINGLE 


2 PEOPLE RETURN 


(D 


01843 823007 
01843 823700 


For more information on our services go to: 

www.connections4you.net 


“■ MARGATE 
—■ RAMSGATE 
—■ BROADSTAIRS 
—■ BIRCHINGTON 
—■ WESTGATE 
—■ SANDWICH 
—■ DEAL 
—■ DOVER 
—■ FOLKESTONE 
—■ HERNE BAY 
—■ WHITSTABLE 
—. FAVERSHAM 
—. CANTERBURY 
—. ASHFORD 

RETURN FROM 

HEATHROW 

08.00 • 10.00 | 15.00 • 19.00 

RETURN FROM 

GATWICK 

08.45 • 10.45 | 15.45 • 19.45 


NEWQUAY EXPRESS 



Enjoy any of our 4, 5 and 6 night stays in lovely Newquay 
picturesque Cornwall (Payment plans are available) 


in 


Arrival 

Nights 

Departure 

Board 

Duration 

Single 

Couple 

9th May 2015 

5 

14th May 2015 

HB 

Sat-Thurs 

£425 

£650 

pffif.gTQ/ 2015 

4 

26th May 2015 

HB 

Fri-Tues 

£390 

£565 

7th June 2015 

6 

13th June 2015 

HB 

Sun-Sat 

£480 

£785 

21st June 2015 

6 

27th June 2015 

HB 

Sun-Sat 

£480 

£785 


4 

21 st July 2015 

HB 

Fri-Tues 

£425 

£645 

10th Aug 2015 

6 

16th Aug 2015 

HB 

Mon-Sun 

£510 

£845 

31st Aug 2015 

4 

4th Sept 2015 

HB 

Mon-Fri 

£425 

£685 

13th Sept 2015 

6 

19th Sept 2015 

HB 

Sun-Sat 

£480 

£785 

23rd Sept 2015 

4 

27th Sept 2015 

HB 

Wed-Sat 

£425 

£650 





These prices include: Transport 
to and from Newquay, Hotel incl 
Dinner, Bed and Breakfast. 

Full Day Trip (incl Entrance Fee) 
to EDEN PROJECT in St. Austell, 
Cornwall and Half Day trip to 
PADSTOW. 


Our chosen Hotel is situated right on the seafront in Newquay with its stunning beaches. It is just a 
10 minute walk from Newquay Town Centre and just 200 yards from Tolcarne Beach. There are plenty 
of facilities at the hotel, including a heated indoor swimming pool, jacuzzi and sauna, as well as an 
enclosed outdoor terrace and patio. Also at the hotel is a beauty salon and games room. There is a 
coffee shop which offers a selection of light snacks and refreshments. The hotel has a main ballroom 
which offers entertainment throughout the year and has a large dance floor and 
bar, it’s a popular spot each evening and a perfect place to relax and unwind V3 Find us on 
whilst enjoying your holiday in this glorious part of the south-west. ^ g Facebook 


NEW 

DAY TRIPS 

FOR 2015! 



Mon 3rd, 10th, 17th & 24th 
August 2015. 

Adult + 1 Child.£80 

Adult+ 2 Child. £120 

2 Adult + 2 Child. £160 

2 Adult + 1 Child. £120 

Pickups: 

Ramsgate, Margate, 
Birchington, Canterbury, 
Ashford. 

Park Times: 

Park open 10.00 -17.00. 

Children under 1 metre have 
free entry into the park. All 
children are measured at 
the gate. Price includes 
travel and entrance only. 



THORPE PARK 

Fri 10th, 21 st & 28th 
August 2015. 

Adult + 1 Child.£80 

Adult+ 2 Child. £120 

2 Adult + 2 Child. £160 

2 Adult + 1 Child. £120 

Pickups: 

Ramsgate, Margate, 
Birchington, Canterbury, 
Ashford. 

Park Times: 

Park open 10.00 -17.00. 

Children under 1 metre have 
free entry into the park. All 
children are measured at 
the gate. Price includes 
travel and entrance only. 


To Book or for more information call: Connections4youLtd on 01843 823007 / 823700 

www.connections4you.net 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


Week ending May 24, 2015 25 








































Will, Estate or Power of 
Attorney dispute? 

Do you have a dispute regarding how a Will, Estate or Power of 
Attorney has been handled? 

Whitehead Monckton has considerable experience in helping 
clients to resolve these difficult disagreements and in many cases 
achieving excellent financial results. 


We can offer a ‘NO WIN - NO FEE’ setvice for Will, Estate and 
Power of Attorney disputes. 


Call us today on 


01622 698031 

for an initial no obligation consultation by phone. 

E-mail enquiries@whitehead-monckton.co.uk 


www.whitehead-monckton.co.uk 


Whitehead Monckton Limited (no. 08366029), registered in England & Wales. Registered 
office 72 King Street, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 1BL. Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors 
Regulation Authority under no. 608279. 
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Medals bloom 
for gardeners at 
Chelsea show 


The world of horticulture focused its admiring 
glances on the RHS Chelsea Flower Show this 
week and there was plenty to enjoy with a host of 
Kent growers and designers dazzling once again 



shapes, 


By Molly Kersey 

moUy.kersey@archant.co.uk 


O UR green-fin¬ 
gered experts 
once again ex¬ 
celled at the RHS 
Chelsea Flower 
Show this week - coming back 
from the bonanza of blooms 
with a host of top awards. 

The annual festival of flow¬ 
ers and celebration of horti¬ 
culture took place through¬ 
out the week in the grounds of 
the Royal Hospital in London. 

And, as is tradition, the 
Queen made a special visit 
at the start of the ** 
week, where 
she met M 


some familiar faces - among 
them her son Prince Charles 
and grandson Prince Harry. 

But for many, the show was 
the culmination of a year’s 
hard work nurturing delicate 
plants in order to be at their 
very best for showtime. 

All that hard work paid off 
for Paul Harris, of Brookfield 
Plants, Ashford, who won his 
third gold medal in a row after 
exhibiting in the floral mar¬ 
quee category within the 
Great Pavilion. 

He won for his hostas - a 
popular foliage plant. 

“It’s a hat-trick, I’m delight¬ 
ed,” he said. 

“I have got all different sizes 
to represent the di¬ 
versity in / | their 


from giant to miniature. 

“I have got all the blue tones 
together, and yellow and 
white on another side. 

“I think this is the best 
stand I have put on. It looks 
pretty good and the plants get 
better every year. 

“It’s a very good show this 
year, it’s a very high stand¬ 
ard.” 

His exhibition saw surfaces 
covered in oak leaves and 
moss and featured a tree 
stump. 

Mr Harris said that it also 
included an original gate post 
that Gertrude Jekyll, influen¬ 
tial horticultarist and garden 
designer, once leaned on. 

Previous to his gold award 
wins Mr Harris also received 
a prestigious silver-gilt medal. 

“They said I was one point 
|h|B off a gold but I think 
h , they say that to 

" everybody,” he 

h ^ joked. 

"#■ u? . MJL 
< 


WONDERLAND: Hadlow College students’ Alice 
in Wonderland-inspired garden design is pictured 
top right along with a taste of the event which once 
again pulled in thousands of visitors and a huge TV 
audience 
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GROWTH : Top left, Joanna Lumley and the Queen, William Dyson’s winning bloom top right 



Hadlow College floristry 
students also exhibited in the 
pavilion. 

They were awarded gold for 
their display, which had a 
Mad Hatter’s tea party theme 
to celebrate the 150th anni¬ 
versary of the publication of 
classic children’s book Alice 
in Wonderland. 

Caroline Miller, floristry 
lecturer at Hadlow College, 
said: “Everyone is so happy. 
It’s a good ending.” 

And making the display 
was no mean feat. 

“We had a teapot, a cake 
and a chair,” said Ms Miller. 

The chair was made by the 
students during a visit to a 
workshop in Essex and the 
cake, consisting of flowers 
and cinammon sticks stuck 
around the outside, was con¬ 
structed before they made the 
journey to the flower show. 

And the teapot, which was 
dangling in mid-air in the dis¬ 
play, became a real talking 
point on the day. 

“When it came to 
the teapot people 
went mad for it,” 
said Ms Miller. 

“When we 
iwere there all 
of the peo¬ 
ple looking 
at it were 
smiling 
and every- 
I one was 
desperate 
F to know 
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how the teapot was in the air. 

“There was a big weighted 
bucket underneath the table, so 
it was tied on to a copper pipe 
which went through the table 
and down into the bucket.” 

William Dyson (pictured 
below), owner of Dyson’s 
Nurseries in Sevenoaks, also 
exhibited in the pavilion and 
said he was “thrilled” to be 
awarded a silver-guilt. 

After a break of 11 years he 
returned to showcase plants 
from his salvia collection - a 
herb from the mint family 
commonly found in South 
America. 

He launched a new salvia 
called Love and Wishes, 
which came third in Chel¬ 
sea’s plant of the year 
competition. 

He said: “It’s wonderful 
to be back at RHS Chelsea. 
“Love and Wishes has a lot 
going for it; a long flower¬ 
ing period from June to 
October, sumptuous red¬ 
dish purple flowers with 
burgundy stems and caly¬ 
ces and attractive foliage.” 

Elsewhere, celebrated 
designer Jo Thompson, of 
Cranbrook - who has en¬ 
joyed huge success in 
years gone by and is 
known as one of the coun¬ 
try’s foremost garden de¬ 
signers - was awarded a 
silver-gilt in the main 
show garden category for 
her M&G garden, featur¬ 
ing a natural swimming 


pond and roses and peonies. 

The Kent Hardy Plant Soci¬ 
ety also scooped a silver-gilt 
for their Over The Garden 
Wall exhibit in the pavilion - 
with team members travel¬ 
ling from all over the county 
to collect their awards. 

Sue Marshall, of Marden, 
exhibited in the pavilion and 
won a gold award for her iris¬ 
es, which she grew for French 
plant breeders Cayeux. 

Thousands of people at¬ 
tended the event along with a 
host of celebrities, ranging 
from Joanna Lumley, who 
used to live in Canterbury and 
Lord of the Rings star Sir Ian 
McKellan. 



Network Rail 



Travelling 
over May 
bank holiday? 

Major improvement work 
between 23rd-25th May 
will affect journeys across 
Kent and to and from London. 

Please check before you travel at: 
nationalrail.co.uk/may 
# @nationalrailenq 
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Earthquake should be a warning 

Anti-fracking campaigner says tremors that shook the county early on Friday morning must serve as 
a warning of the dangers of injecting chemicals and water into the ground writes Molly Kersey... 


A NTI-fracking 
campaigners say 
Friday morning’s 
earthquake which 
shook the county 
should serve as a warning to 
the dangers of pursuing the 
controversial drilling method. 

Although the quake, 4.3 in 
magnitude, was caused natu¬ 
rally by the constant shifting of 
the Earth’s plates, fracking has 
frequently accused of creating 
similar shifts and shakes. 

The hydraulic fracturing 
process - which involves inject¬ 


ing sand, chemicals and water 
at high pressure into a well to 
crack rock and release gas and 
oil - has been met with fierce 
opposition from campaign 
groups. 

However, the Government 
has been keen to push ahead 
with exploratory drilling. It is 
keen to stop the reliance on oil 
from areas such as the Middle 
East and instead mine other po¬ 
tential sources. 

But in the US, fracking was ac¬ 
cused of sparking tremors and 
also infecting water supplies. 


Green campaigner and 
former Thanet councillor Ian 
Driver told KoS: “I think what 
happened on Friday morning 
serves as a very serious warn¬ 
ing about the dangers of frack¬ 
ing in Kent. 

“There has been an estab¬ 
lished link between seismic ac¬ 
tivity and fracking. 

“We have had two earth¬ 
quakes in eight years, There is 
now a very strong argument 
that that fracking shouldn’t be 
allowed here because it could 
start even more.” 



FRACKING : In the US, it has been accused of sparking tremors and infecting water supplies 





/ 


• End of life vehicles purchased 
• All grades of iron & steel purchased 

Richborough Road, Sandwich, Kent CT13 9JE 

01304 617733 (Non-ferrous department) 



Unit 11-12 Canterbury Industrial Park, Island Road, Hersden, 
Canterbury, Kent CT3 4HQ 01227 713850 

•Uniform prices paid at both depots • 


Bright Wire £3,600 per tonne • New Production Brass Cuttings £2,700 per tonne 
Clean Aluminium Wheels £900 per tonne • Household Cable £1,130 per tonne 
Lead £1,000 per tonne • Copper water cylinders £45 each 


Prices applicable until Tuesday 26th May 2015 








■X3T 




All other non-ferrous metals purchased with immediate payment 


" 
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The last earthquake to rock 
the county was back in 2007 
when a similar tremor caused 
damage to properties in 
Folkestone. 

Adds Mr Driver: “As far as I 
am aware, in the ground in east 
Kent there are quite a few faults 
in the substrata in the geology 
and I have been to a couple of 
public meetings where that has 
been pointed out. 

“The faults in the ground 
could be causing the seismic 
activity, and if they are going 
to be delving very, very deep 
down into faulty land to get 
the gas or the oil out there is a 
very serious danger of start¬ 
ing a lot more earthquakes.” 

Julie Wassmer, of the East 
Kent Against Fracking group, 
agrees that fracking should 
not happen in the county. 

She explained: “Anyone 
that is concerned about 
fracking or has done any re¬ 
search will know the links 
between fracking and earth¬ 


quakes. 

“We have faulted ground 
here in east Kent because of 
the coal mining industry.” 

And despite assurances 
that earthquakes caused by 
fracking would not be higher 
than a three on the Richter 
Scale - which is relatively 
small, in areas such as Alber¬ 
ta and Oklahoma in America, 
where fracking has been tak¬ 
ing place, earthquakes had 
reached higher than 4.4 - 
more powerful than that 
which shook Kent from its epi¬ 
centre just off the coast of 
Sandwich on Friday morning. 

“The evidence we are get¬ 
ting from America more and 
more is that when they said- 
‘fracking does not cause 
earthquakes’- we are finding 
that this is not the case,” said 
Ms Wassmer. 

“Where do they stop?” 

Those in support of frack¬ 
ing have long insisted there is 
no risk of major tremors as a 


result of the process and that 
strict safety checks are in 
place. 

Ken Cronin, the chief exec¬ 
utive of UK Onshore Oil and 
Gas, which is looking at ex¬ 
ploiting shale gas, said: “The 
recent earthquake is in no 
way related to shale gas or 
hydraulic fracturing. Even if 
activity were happening, to 
make any connections be¬ 
tween this random geologic 
event and the necessary, reg¬ 
ulated exploration for shale 
gas is irresponsible and 
shows a lack of understand¬ 
ing of both geology, as well as 
oil and gas exploration. 

“Seismicity associated 
with hydraulic fracturing 
has been well researched by a 
number of independent UK 
based institutions and the 
risks have been found to be 
low. I deplore this opportun¬ 
istic way that some groups 
want to put fear into local 
people.” 



TREMORS? A seismic diagram of what happens during an earthquake 


FRACKING... THE FACTS 


Is fracking taking place in Kent? 

However, the company which made the 
application, Coastal Oil and Gas, was 
granted permission for an exploratory 
borehole in Woodnesborough, near 
Sandwich. 

It has not yet been drilled, and there’s 
some uncertainty over whether the 
company actually intends to drill at the site 
after it gave back licences which allowed it 
exclusive rights in many parts of east Kent. 


No. However, two companies have been 
exploring the county for shale gas, and 
also coal bed methane, with the intention of 
using fracking to extract it. 

There were applications for exploratory 
drilling in the east of the county, at 
Tilmanstone, Guston and Shepherdswell 
last year. Those applications were with¬ 
drawn before a decision was given on 
them. 


Is there proof of fracking related earthquakes in this country? 


Fracking firm Cuadrilla was using the 
energy extraction method in Lancashire in 
2011, when a tremor of 2.3 on the Richter 
scale hit the area. 

Cuadrilla subsequently commissioned a 
report into the tremors, which found that it 
was highly probable they had been caused 
by fracking. The report did also note that it 
was likely the tremors were made more 


likely by the particular geography at the 
site, stating they were ‘rare and would be 
unlikely to occur together again’. 

The reality seems to be that tremors are 
unlikely and even if they do happen, 
they’re highly unlikely to be significant - 
the tremors in Lancashire were equivalent 
to a lorry going past a house (2.9 on the 
Richter scale and generally not noticeable). 
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Miracle of Dunkirk’s ‘little ships’ 
remembered 75 years after rescue 

Amid a series of special events, Molly Kersey looks back at the county’s key role in Operation Dynamo 


C ORNERED by an advancing 
German army and exposed 
to machine gun fire, British 
troops were in a terrifying 
position in May, 1940. 

They were stranded on the beach at 
Dunkirk, on the coast of north 
France, just a few miles from the Bel¬ 
gian border. 

It was one of the few beaches not in 
German hands. 

But that seemed only a matter of 
time as the retreating Allied troops 
found themselves with the wide ex¬ 
panse of the English Channel be¬ 
tween them and safety. 

Winston Churchill described the 
cul-de-sac they found themselves in a 
“colossal military disaster”. 

Help, though, was to arrive in a ma¬ 
noeuvre which would, 75 years later, 
remain one of the defining moments of 
the war. Dunkirk was a defeat... but 
the manner in which more than 
338,000 lives were saved signalled a 
community bravery and spirit which 
would be harnessed to bounce back 
from this temporary set-back. 

The soldiers’ plight sparked what 
was codenamed Operation Dynamo, 
a remarkable rescue effort master¬ 
minded by Admiral Sir Bertram 
Ramsay. It saw a flotilla of ships mak¬ 
ing their way across the Channel to 
rescue the troops and bring them 
back home. 

Every single available craft in Kent, 
no matter how big or small, was 
called into action; gathering in 
Sheerness dockyard to be briefed of 
the mission ahead of them. 

Boats built only for calm rivers bat¬ 
tled the waves and returned weighed 
down with soldiers over a period of 
time which stretched from May 27 to 
June 4,1940-precisely 75 years ago. 

“When the British and French 
troops retreated and were surround¬ 
ed in and around Dunkirk they need¬ 
ed rescuing,” said freelance marine 
writer Nigel Sharp, author of histori¬ 
cal book Dunkirk Little Ships. 

“Winston Churchill had just be¬ 
come prime minister. 

“He and all the other officials 
thought they would only have three 
days to get 45,000 troops and they 
actually had nine days and got 
338,226. 

“It was not only three times the 
amount of time they had but so many 
more troops, and that was due to the 
little ships. 


“It was simply a question of getting 
as many troops as possible on to them 
and getting them home. It’s an amaz¬ 
ing story.” 

The way that these civilian boats 
banded together to help those in need 
has given rise to the term ‘Dunkirk 
spirit’. Indeed, just mention the hero¬ 
ism of Dunkirk and the emotional re¬ 
sponse will be immediate. 

“There were 700 privately owned 
boats, paddle steamers, lifeboats, 
tugs, all sorts,” said Mr Sharp. 

“At least 23 paddle steamers went 
and two of them still survive. 

“There were 19 RNLI lifeboats that 
went across. 

“Two of them went with their nor¬ 
mal voluntary crew - the Margate 
RNLI and Ramsgate RNLI. 

“By the time the evacuation started 
Dunkirk harbour has been pretty 
badly damaged by the Germans and 
only a bit of it was still usable. 

“The smallest of the little ships 
were particularly useful for going 
into the beaches because they could 
get right in and then ferry people 
back to larger ships.” 

But Mr Sharp explained that the 
term ‘little ships’ might actually be 
somewhat misleading, as some of the 
ships that were involved were not 
very little at all. 

The Medway Queen was one of the 
larger ships called into action. 

The paddle driven steamship, 
which is now located at Gillingham 
Pier, is the only mobile estuary paddle 
steamer left in the UK and in recent 
years has been the subject of a major 
renovation project. 

Brian Goodhew, of the Medway 
Queen Preservation Society, said: 
“The Medway Queen went out there 
seven times in nine days and brought 
back thousands of troops. 

“It lasted nine days and after that 
Dunkirk fell.” 

The troops made their way to the 
Kent coastline with some 49,874 
troops landing at Margate, 39,848 at 
Ramsgate, 177,780 at Dover and 
29,265 at Folkestone. 

“Dover, Margate and Ramsgate 
were just overwhelmed by all these 
troops and many of them had not eat¬ 
en or drank for days,” explained Mr 
Sharp. 

And people in the towns worked 
hard to utilise the resources that they 
had and help as many people as they 
could. Dreamland Ballroom in Mar- 


LITTLE SHIPS SAIL ONCE MORE 


A NUMBER of events have been 
taking place to mark the 75th 
anniversary of Operation Dynamo. 

On Thursday a number of the 
little ships made their way to Kent 
and sailed from Ramsgate Royal 
Harbour to Dunkirk. 

On Monday at around 2pm, a 
smaller number of the ships are 


due to be making their way back 
to the harbour. 

A parachute flare will be let off to 
warn people that they can be seen 
and the Ramsgate Air Training 
Corps Band will perform at the 
end of the East Pier. 

For more details, visit www. 
operationdynamo7 5th.co.uk 



SURVIVING: The Medway Queen is a surviving paddle steamer that was involved in the brave rescue attempt 


gate was used as a large dormitory to 
care for the wounded, and Margate 
General Hospital dealt with some 700 
casualties. 

The Winter Gardens became an 
emergency first aid station and many 
others were set up around the town to 
treat thousands of stretcher cases - 
those who were too ill to walk. 

All of the men received the medical 
attention that they needed as well as 
food, dry clothing, and in some cases 
with a wire or postcard to their 
relatives. 

All available shops were scoured 
for provisions for the troops, even as 
far as Canterbury, and it is estimated 
that some 100,000 cups of tea were 
served to the men in just eight days. 

And nearby Ramsgate faced a simi¬ 
lar situation. 

Mary Lincoln lived in Ramsgate at 
the time of the evacuation and sub¬ 
mitted her memories to the group be¬ 
hind a project set up to remember the 
event - Operation Dynamo 75th. 

She told them: “I was working as a 
waitress at the Granville Hotel in 
Ramsgate on that day. 

“We were asked to volunteer to go 
to Ramsgate Station in our off duty 
hours to help the WVS (Women’s Vol¬ 
untary Service) welcome them with 



tea and something to eat. 

“But nothing prepared us for the 
tragic condition those soldiers were in. 

“The large pleasure building, Mer- 
rie England, took all the very badly 
wounded as it acted as a first aid post. 

“The thing that has lived with me, 
to this day, was their eyes. 

“They had very obviously wit¬ 



nessed sights and sounds that no 
young lad could have been prepared 
for, and although some of them tried 
to show pleasure at being back in 
England, their tragic faces told the 
story. This was the first time I had 
come face to face with raw tragedy, as 
I was only 19 at the time, but I have 
never, ever forgotten it.” 


BRAVERY: The way the community banded together is commemorated. 


30 Week ending May 24,2015 


KEA 


kent-life.co.uk kentnews.co.uk 














WWW.RUSH-IT-UK.COM t: 01303 894234 e: customercare@rush-it-uk.com 
Unit M, Forge Meadow, 9 Canterbury Road, Hawkinge, Folkestone, Kent, CT18 7JA 

- 2 ^ __ ^ ,— 

kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk Week ending May 24, 2015 31 


FREE UK DELIVERY 


WWW.RUSH-IT-UK.COM 


FREE UK DELIVERY 


R ALL YOUR OARDENIN&lfEEDS 


VISIT US ONLINE, GIVE US A CALL OR POP IN AND SEE OUR STOCK BEFORE YOU BUY 


INFLATABLE SPAS FROM £299 























































Pfe h 

condition of 
Sticky blood’ 


May marks Hughes syndrome 
awareness month. Molly Kersey 
speaks to people in the county about 
the little-known condition... 


W HEN you mention 
Hughes syn¬ 
drome, the re¬ 
sponse from a lot 
of people will be a 
shrug of the shoulders and a con¬ 
fused look. 

Yet despite it being responsible for 
one in six strokes and heart attacks 
in those under 50, as well as being 
recognised as a cause of recurrent 
miscarriages, it remains frequently 
undiagnosed - only apparent once 
it has caused a serious health risk 
and frequently mistaken for other 
conditions. 

So just what is Hughes syndrome? 
Known as an autoimmune dis¬ 
ease, nicknamed ‘sticky blood’, it 
causes blood to clot too quickly in 
veins and arteries. 

In addition to those conditions al¬ 
ready mentioned, it can also lead to 


deep vein thrombosis (DVT). 

But, fortunately, an early diagno¬ 
sis and the right treatment can stop 
these complications from develop¬ 
ing. And with May being Hughes 
syndrome awareness month, it is 
hoped by raising its profile, it will 
cut the complications it can cause. 

Lyn Cambridge, 66, from Herne 
Bay, was diagnosed with Hughes 
syndrome ten years ago. 

“When I was first diagnosed my 
GP hadn’t heard of it,” she told KoS. 

“He did research and he was re¬ 
ally, really good from that day on, 
but I think it’s getting that message 
out there.” 

Professor Graham Hughes and 
his team were the ones to first de¬ 
scribe the condition, known medi¬ 
cally as antiphospholipid syndrome 
(APS), in the British Medical 
Journal. 
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HUGHES SYNDROME: An autoimmune disease, nicknamed ‘sticky blood’, it causes blood to clot too quickly in veins 


“It was first described in 1983 and 
pioneering doctors following that took 
about ten years to prove it existed,” ex¬ 
plained Kate Hindle, manager at the 
Hughes Syndrome Foundation 
charity. 

“It’s a very specialised topic, but I 
think awareness is growing amongst 
the medical profession.” 

Hughes syndrome can be difficult to 
identify. 

“There are low grade symptoms 
which unfortunately can cover a lot of 
other types of conditions,” explained 
Ms Hindle. 

“Look out for severe chest pains and 
difficulty breathing, visual distur¬ 
bances or noticeable memory loss in 
younger people.” 

The disease affects all age groups 
and is more common among women 
than men, although this could be due 
to its effects on pregnancy - it is recog¬ 
nised as the most treatable form of re¬ 
petitive miscarriages. 

Ms Hindle said: “Unfortunately, 
poor women have to have three con¬ 
secutive miscarriages before they are 
tested, but they will actually be tested 
now whereas before they wouldn’t be. 

“We are trying to lobby and change 
that so it happens after just two.” 

Symptoms of the disease will differ 
from person to person, and can range 
from headaches, migraines, balance 
problems and stroke. 

Lyn Cambridge knew that some¬ 
thing was wrong when she experi¬ 
enced respiratory problems. 

“I just couldn’t breathe, my breath 
wouldn’t come. You just think ‘this is 
something that will get better’, but it 
didn’t. 

“They thought it was my heart at 
first, and it turned out it wasn’t. 

“I had a pulminary embolism - a 
blockage in the artery that transports 
blood to the lungs - and that’s why I 
couldn’t breathe. 

“There were three clots in one lung 


and one in the other.” 

And she said she has met others 
with the condition who had previous¬ 
ly been mistakenly diagnosed. 

“I have met people at the clinic that 
have been diagnosed with multiple 
sclerosis, and it’s not until you get that 
right blood test that you know, and 
that’s the problem.” 

Hughes syndrome can be detected 
using three different blood tests - an- 
ticardiolipin antibodies (aCL), lupus 
anticoagulant (LA), and a newer test- 
anti-beta2-glycoproteinl. 

While they sound complicated, they 
are relatively simple to carry out, and 
cost around £70 on the NHS. 

The results of the lupus anticoagu¬ 
lant test will either be positive or nega¬ 
tive and the other two specific anti¬ 
body tests are given in figures. 

Other factors can also help people 
determine if they have the disease. 

“Family history is very important - 
if you have thrombosis in the family or 
any kind of clot at all,” said Ms Hindle. 

Ms Cambridge’s daughter, Amy, has 
been diagnosed with Hughes syn¬ 
drome too. 

“It was bad enough for me, but my 
daughter was only 22 when she had 
it,” Ms Cambridge said. 

“Her clot was in her head. She is fine 
now.” 

Once Ms Cambridge and her daugh¬ 
ter were diagnosed they were given 
blood-thinning medication, which is 
commonly used to treat the condition. 

“We are both on Warfarin and 
that’s for life. We have to take it daily, 
we self manage,” she said. 

It is relatively common for those 
with the disease to suffer joint pain or 
fatigue. 

Dr Karen Hambly, of the University 
of Kent’s school of sport and exercise 
sciences, was diagnosed in 2008 and 
had symptoms for around eight years 
beforehand. 

“I actually had blood clots in the 


lungs, I thought it was just down to 
flying,” she said. 

Dr Hambly, who was an indoor row¬ 
er at a competitive level at the time, 
has since carried out research into 
Hughes syndrome (APS) and exercise, 
supported by the Hughes Syndrome 
Foundation. 

“There is a lot of information out 
there for other autoimmune condi¬ 
tions, like rheumatoid arthritis and 
multiple sclerosis, there is quite a bit of 
research that looked at those but abso¬ 
lutely nothing looking at APS and ex¬ 
ercise,” she said. 

“Some 268 people with APS were 
involved in the study. We looked at in¬ 
formation about how they perceived 
their APS is affected by exercise. 82 
per cent of the people out of that 268 
really wanted to increase the amount 
of physical activity that they did. 71 
per cent were either motivated or very 
motivated, but if you compared it to 
the information that they had received 
from any of their doctors about par¬ 
ticipation exercise 60 per cent of them 
said they hadn’t received any informa¬ 
tion at all. 

“There is a big education gap. There 
isn’t the research out there so doctor’s 
are perhaps a bit concerned about say¬ 
ing ‘we think this is okay’. 

“They just need to be careful. I don’t 
think it’s as much about restricting 
sports as it is about managing people 
when they do participate in those 
sports.” 

And Dr Hambly said that with fa¬ 
tigue being a common problem among 
sufferers, a good structure was key. 

“A lot of it is about programming the 
sports and the exercise so that it isn’t 
overwhelming and it doesn’t mean 
you can’t then do day to day activities. 

“As a competitive sports person it’s 
really hard to work at a lower level, it 
needs a total change in mentality.” 

■ For more information visit 
www.hughes-syndrome.org 
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Despite legal ruling, future is far 
from plain sailing for MyFerryLink 


Jamie Weir on the increasingly complex legal situation surrounding the future of one of the three 
firms operating the popular cross-Channel route from Dover. Could it cease sailing as soon as July 9? 


T HE future of cross-Channel 
ferry firm MyFerryLink re¬ 
mains shrouded in uncer¬ 
tainty - despite it securing a 
vital legal victory which 
seemed to, if nothing else, extend its life. 

The ferry firm was on the last roll of 
the dice after a long-running legal 
row amid claims it was operating an¬ 
ti-c omp etitively. 

Owned by Eurotunnel, which had 
purchased the former ships used by the 
now defunct SeaFrance company, oth¬ 
er ferry operators claimed MyFerryLink 
was able to slash its prices on the cross- 
Channel route giving its parent com¬ 
pany an unhealthy advantage. 

After a long-running dispute, the 
UK Competition and Markets Author¬ 
ity (CMA) last June said it had acted 
unfairly and ordered it to cease sail¬ 
ing. MyFerryLink described the rul¬ 
ing at the time as “illogical”. 

Eurotunnel responded that it 
would look to sell the company and 
began the process of seeking a buyer. 

But, as we reported last week, the 
Court of Appeal ruled the CMA does 
not have jurisdiction over Eurotunnel’s 
acquisition of the former SeaFrance op¬ 
eration between Dover and Calais. 

However, the CMA has said it will 
examine the judgement; and that, 
says Eurotunnel Group, means it still 
has to sell up. 

Last November the ferry company 
took the case to the Competition Ap¬ 
peal Tribunal - a specialist judicial 
body which decides cases involving 
complex competition issues. In Janu¬ 
ary, it decided to uphold the ruling, 


saying that the ferry company should 
stop running its services. 

However a judgement from the 
Court of Appeal last Friday (May 15) 
overturned the previous ruling by a 
vote of two to one. 

That decision was met with unhap¬ 
piness by the two other ferry opera¬ 
tors, P&O and DFDS. 

Chris Laming, communications di¬ 
rector for P&O, said: “We are waiting 
to see what the next step in this saga 
will be. They had said they were go¬ 
ing to sell their ships but now we 
don’t know if that’s going to happen. 

“Our position throughout this 
whole situation has been that we 
want a level playing field. We expect 
rival companies to compete fairly. 
Safeguarding prices means we can 
use income to use for future invest¬ 
ments and jobs.” 

That was a feeling echoed by DFDS, 
with a spokesman telling KoS the 
company was “highly surprised” by 
the ruling, stating that it ran “coun¬ 
ter to the consistent findings of the 
UK competition authorities and spe¬ 
cialist appeal body”. DFDS says it will 
now review the ruling and consider 
all options for appealing the decision. 

But the route ahead appears far 
from clear for MyFerryLink. 

Eurotunnel spokesman John Keefe 
told KoS the ruling didn’t mean the 
company could continue as it had in 
the past. 

He said: “It doesn’t seem to be cut 
and dried for the company. It’s now 
up to the CMA to decide on what to 
do, as it’s their ruling. If the CMA de¬ 


cide to appeal the judgement, then 
that would effectively be the same as 
not allowing us to run.” 

The reason for this is that should 
the CMA decide to appeal the ruling, 
it would mean, says Mr Keefe, the 
original end date for the company 
would come in to force - that is July 9. 

“Our contract with the SCOP 
[French co-operative the Societe Co¬ 
operative de Production SeaFrance 
SA which staffs the vessels] runs un¬ 
til July 2. We’ve already said we won’t 
renew that until there’s clarity on 
July 9. If the CMA appealed, it would 
be extremely unlikely to be heard be¬ 
fore then, so that means we’re look¬ 
ing increasingly likely to have to sell 
the boats.” 

The challenge was brought by 
SCOP. It related to a decision made by 
the CMA during its earlier judgement 
in June last year. That judgement 
deemed the CMA to have the neces¬ 
sary jurisdiction to consider the ac¬ 
quisition by Eurotunnel, of assets like 


MYFERRYLINK can trace its family 
tree back to the earliest days of 
modern cross-Channel ferry 
operations. 

It was born in 2012 from the 
remains of SeaFrance, the French 
ferry firm which operated the 
Dover to Calais route. After it was 
put into liquidation by a Paris court, 


boats from former ferry provider Sea¬ 
France under its merger control pow¬ 
ers. SCOP had challenged the CMA’s 
powers to do this, with a case which 
argued that the purchases made by 
Eurotunnel should be treated as an 
acquisition rather than a merger un¬ 
der UK merger control rules. 

Following the ruling, the CMA re¬ 
leased a statement which said it 
would “study the judgment carefully 
and consider its next steps.” 

The economic impact of MyFer- 
ryLink’s closure could be widespread, 
with around 600 people who staff the 
boats left out of work - the majority of 
them French. 

Despite this, Mr Keefe says that the 
real loser could well be those looking 
to cross the Channel. 

He told KoS: “The CMA appear to 
want just two competitors in the mar¬ 
ket, saying that, somehow, would be 
more competitive. We don’t think 
that would be the case, and feel that 
with the Port of Dover expected to 


Eurotunnel acquired its vessels 
and handed it to a French workers’ 
co-operative - many of whom were 
former SeaFrance staff. 

SeaFrance itself was created in 
1996 following the end of a long 
relationship between Sealink- or 
Stena as it had become - and 
French firm SNCF. 


grow, it could be damaging to take 
one ferry company away. 

“There need to be more providers, 
not less, to offer competition and good 
value to customers. If three ferries are 
withdrawn, it sucks capacity out of 
the market. That removes choice 
from the consumer, and also means 
ferry companies can set higher pric¬ 
es. Competition makes a keener, bet¬ 
ter marketplace for people using the 
product.” 

A number of interested parties 
have already been in discussions 
with Eurotunnel about buying the 
three boats along with the associated 
assets of the company. 

Mr Keefe added: “Throughout the 
process there have been a number of 
parties interested in purchasing 
them, and we’ve been through two 
rounds of offers now. 

“We’ll be carrying on with that 
process in case we are unable to con¬ 
tinue business and need to sell the 
assets.” 


Prior to that, the service was part 
of Sealink which, along with P&O 
(or Townsend Thoresen as it once 
was) enjoyed the boom period of 
cross-Channel travel. Prior to Euro¬ 
tunnel, they dominated the 
Channel and with duty-free 
offering big discounts, they were 
never in such high demand. 


LATEST CHAPTER IN CHANNEL TRAVEL HISTORY 
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AA claims system glitches are seeing some drivers paying more than once, writes Maria Chiorando... 



M OTORING organisa¬ 
tion the AA says the 
Dartford Crossing’s 
new state-of-the-art 
tolling system has 
been double-charging some 
motorists. 

It says it has received a slew of com¬ 
plaints from motorists who tried to 
pay the charge online, encountered 
system problems and then found they 
had been charged twice. 

The new free-flowing scheme - 
called Dart Charge - has been in place 
since the end of November and means 
motorists no longer have to stop at toll 
booths, but instead have their number 
plates recorded on camera and must 
then pay by phone, online, in-store or 
post, within 24 hours. 

Failure to do so will land users with 
a fine. 

And while it has been trouble-free 
for the vast majority, problems con¬ 
tinue for some. 

A spokesman for the A A said: 
“What could have been dismissed as 
an irritating but not unexpected 
teething problem, which should have 
been quickly resolved, has turned into 
a potential Achilles heel for Dart 
Charge.” 

According to the motoring organi¬ 
sation, it told Highways England, the 
organisation in charge of the scheme, 
previously known as the Highways 
Agency, it was critical drivers across 
the UK and beyond were properly in¬ 
formed about the scheme and that the 
back office systems running payments 
and penalties were customer focused. 

An AA spokesman added: “Soon af¬ 
ter the Dart Charge began, it was clear 
that some drivers were running up 
against, perhaps inevitable, compu¬ 
terised glitches when trying to pay. It 
was equally foreseeable there would 
need to be a system of customer sup¬ 
port to resolve complaints quickly and 
painlessly while the Dart Charge 
scheme bedded in. 

“However, in February, it was ap¬ 
parent early problems weren’t going 
away and complaints weren’t being 


SINCE November 29, the way you 
pay for using the Dartford Crossing 
was changed forever. 

Instead of having to queue up to 
pay at a booth, the free-flowing 
scheme is designed to keep traffic 
moving and prevent the worst of the 
snarl-ups on one of the busiest 
stretches of the road network. 

The outcome of the changes are 
being closely monitored by 
motoring organisations and the 
Government. 

A decision has been taken to 
build an additional Thames 
crossing, to help ease the conges¬ 
tion currently experienced at both 
Dartford and the Blackwall Tunnel 
in east London. 

There are two options proposed 
- one would be close to the existing 
tunnel and QE11 Bridge at Dartford. 

The second east of Gravesend. 
Opinion is split on which would be 
best, with local groups in both areas 
preferring the other option. 

The advantage of the Gravesham 


resolved quickly. Twitter and Face- 
book chatter clearly shows that there 
are many frustrated customers. 

“Some credit must go to DartCharge 
for intervening and trying to help 
them, but equally there may be many 
others with a complaint who haven’t 
spoken out.” 

Dartford Council leader, the Con¬ 
servative Jeremy Kite, this week wad¬ 
ed into the row, expressing anger 
after residents experienced a series of 
errors in dealing with the local resi¬ 
dents’ discount - a cut-price scheme 
offered to those who live close to the 
crossing. 

He said: “The recent experience of 
Dart Charge for many local residents 
has been far from good and the opera¬ 
tors need to understand that custom¬ 
ers deserve an efficient service. 


option, however, would be by 
plugging the crossing into the M2 
rather than the M2 5. 

Such a move would undoubtedly 
ease pressure elsewhere on the 
road network. 

However, many also suggest that 


“In 2015, with all the technology 
and experience available it is quite un¬ 
acceptable for local people to be 
wrongly told they have had their ac¬ 
counts cancelled, be double-charged 
or to spend long periods on the phone 
resolving issues with Dart Charge. 

“It was the crossing operator’s 
choice to move their customer servic¬ 
es many miles from Dartford and they 
promised that technology would 
make their service efficient, reliable 
and easy to use. 

“Frankly, it’s proving to be none of 
those things and residents are rightly 
furious. The senior managers respon¬ 
sible for Dart Charge need to get their 
act together and quickly or I suspect 
they will face growing calls to be re¬ 
placed.” 

He has said he will raise the matter 


Dartford has the existing 
infrastructure and it would be most 
appropriate. 

A decision on which was delayed 
prior to the election. Tough 
decisions will now lurk around the 
corner. 


with Highways England and is calling 
for a clear statement from the opera¬ 
tors explaining what steps they are to 
take to deal with the growing number 
of complaints regarding the Dart 
Charge service. 

Edmund King, the president of AA 
said: “It is particularly galling that 
any toll remains at Dartford. 

“The tolls and charges were sup¬ 
posed to be lifted in 2003 when the 
cost of the scheme had been met. The 
new scheme has undoubtedly eased 
the congestion at busy times but, for 
some, there is a new concern regard¬ 
ing the behind-the-scenes bureaucra¬ 
cy that accompanies this supposedly 
high-tech, non-stop tolling. 

“We expect appeals to ramp up in 
the coming months and if the 
authority does not act quickly to re¬ 


duce errors it could be embarrassing. 

“We expect many drivers to incur 
penalties through not being aware of 
the scheme. And those who seek help 
with problems they have experienced 
with the ‘back office’ may get frustrat¬ 
ed when problems are not resolved 
quickly or easily enough. 

“We believe that, so far, only around 
400 appeals have been considered by 
the Traffic Penalty Tribunal and 
thankfully, because of the teething 
problems, the vast majority of drivers 
are winning their cases. We expect 
appeals to ramp up in the coming 
months and if the authority does not 
act quickly to reduce errors it could be 
embarrassing. 

“With the scheme now into its sixth 
month, the AA calls for a transparent 
review of customer service standards 
and the performance of the electronic 
processes so any needed improve¬ 
ments can be made. The AA also be¬ 
lieves a complaints system and users 
group should be established to ensure 
users have a voice.” 

Dart Charge is not currently issuing 
penalties to first-time non-payers, 
sending them warnings instead. 

The AA has said it welcomes this, 
and hopes this continues until aware¬ 
ness of the scheme increases. 

Responding to the criticism, a High¬ 
ways England spokesman said: “As 
the A A has stated, the vast majority of 
the 100,000 chargeable crossings at 
Dartford made each day are processed 
accurately and smoothly. 

“Given the scale of transactions 
from time to time errors will be made 
for which we apologise unreservedly. 
We appreciate the AA recognising 
that when we are made aware of is¬ 
sues we work with customers to re¬ 
solve them as quickly as possible. We 
continue to working hard to ensure 
that errors are kept to an absolute 
minimum.” 

The full implementation of the 
scheme - which will see the final 
booths removed on the Essex-bound 
tunnels - should all be completed by 
next month. 


34 Week ending May 24,2015 


KEA 


kent-life.co.uk kentnews.co.uk 





FESTIVAKFLIGHT 


13" JUNE 2015 


111 ASSDClim WITH 

METRO 

■▼IBANK 


BHFOF.COM 

01689300005 


News Shopper 


ABOVE & BEYOND 


Howard 

Cundey 


L Q H €> O N 

BIGGIN HILL 

AIRFORT 

wvfVfcwiii ( riim r 


BIGGIN HILL 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


Week ending May 24, 2015 35 



















Open Weekends for the new Willow Brook Lodge Development 
Starting from 30th May and throughout June 



Own a luxury lodge at 


The Foxhunter Parlf 


New 12 month occupancy 
New club with fabulous entertainment 
New French Bistro 
New poolside terrace 
«© New fitness suite coming soon... 
t/^Q) New Lifestyle! 

www.thefoxhunterpark.co.uk 



Contact us on: 01843 82131 I 

We would love to tell you more about our exclusive Holiday Park. 

Call us on 01843 821311 or e-mail reception@thefoxhunterpark.co.uk 

See the amazing lodges on show now at: 

The Foxhunter Park, Monkton, Nr Ramsgate, Kent, CTI2 4JG 
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VICTORY: In 1815 the Duke of Wellington masterminded the victory over Napoleon at Waterloo. But he saw out his days in Kent. Picture: Jan Willem Pieneman/Rijksmuseum Amsterdam 

Iron Duke’s ambitious sandbank 
wall that led to Dover port boom 

Jamie Weir looks back at the hero of the Battle of Waterloo, the 200th anniversary of which is in June, 
and his remarkable plan in the Channel which would have included a giant statue of Queen Victoria 


A S the bicentenary of the 
Battle of Waterloo arrives 
upon us next month, it’s 
easy to overlook the valu¬ 
able contribution to our 
county of the man who led the coalition 
that defeated Napoleon. 

Not only was Arthur Wellesley the 
prime minister twice during his life¬ 
time, but he was better known as the 
Duke of Wellington. 

Repeatedly ranked as one of the 
‘top 100 Britons’ in polls, and consid¬ 
ered a great military leader by aca¬ 
demics and soldiers since his victori¬ 
ous campaign against the legendary 
French leader, ‘the Iron Duke’ died in 
what was thought to be one of his fa¬ 
vourite residences, Walmer Castle, 
aged 83, in 1852. 

During the latter years of his life, 
many say he made a significant im¬ 
pact on Kent, the legacy of which still 
lasts today - among them champion¬ 
ing Dover as the south east coast’s 
major port; a title it continues to hold 
to his day. Although his initial plan 
would have changed the shape of the 
Kent coastline as we know it forever. 

Ian Beckett is a professor of mili¬ 
tary history at the University of Kent. 

He explained: “He spent a great deal 
of his time in Walmer and Dover; so 
much, in fact, that his boots, and camp 
bed which he slept on even after leav¬ 
ing active service, are still in Walmer.” 

After his retirement from active 
military and political service, he 
came to Kent as the Lord Warden of 


the Cinque Ports. These ports, scat¬ 
tered around the south coast, were 
originally formed to bring trade to 
the coast, while also acting as defen¬ 
sive military outposts. Of the five 
Cinque Ports, four of them were on 
Kent’s coastline at Sandwich, Hythe, 
New Romney and Dover. Rye in East 
Sussex is the other. 

As a consequence of his role as Lord 
Warden, the Iron Duke spent a large 
proportion of his life at Walmer Cas¬ 
tle; frequently travelling between 
nearby Dover and London. 

Lorraine Sencicle is a local histori¬ 
an from Dover. She believes the duke 
is responsible for spearheading Do¬ 
ver’s growth from a minor port to key 
shipping destination. 

But not before he championed a 
controversial and hugely ambitious 
port complex which he believed 
would help save ships and lives off the 
coast of his beloved Deal. 

“Shipping accidents and the threat 
of invasion on the south coast had led 
to national calls for a harbour of ref¬ 
uge; somewhere that ships could take 
shelter,” explains Mrs Sencicle. 

She continued: “The idea of this 
port started being put forward in 
around 1835, but Wellington was 
very sure of where he felt it should go; 
namely, the Goodwin Sands side of 
the Downs.” 

The Downs is an eight-mile long 
channel off Deal’s coastline. It sits 
around four miles wide, providing a 
safe passage for ships navigating 



HOME: Walmer Castle 

around the treacherous and shifting 
Goodwin Sands; a sandbank six miles 
off the Deal coast. 

The case for a harbour of refuge 
was made to Parliament when it was 
shown that between 1833 and 1835 a 
total of 1,573 vessels had been either 
stranded or wrecked off Dover - in 81 
of those cases the entire crew had per¬ 
ished at sea. 

Mrs Sencicle said: “The Goodwin 
Sands plan was put forward by a civil 
engineer named William Bush who 
suggested the entire sandbank could 
be surrounded by a series of cast-iron 
caissons [water-tight support struc¬ 
tures]. These would be sunk 30-feet 
below the sands on what was believed 
to be chalky subterranean base and 


then the whole area inside would be 
pumped dry. The floor of the area 
would be lined with granite surround¬ 
ed by a permanent granite seawall. 

“This would be flooded to provide a 
harbour of refuge and at the entrance 
would be an 86-foot high cast iron 
lighthouse bolted onto a caisson. The 
lighthouse was to be surmounted by 
a 40-foot lantern house, topped with 
a life size statue of Queen Victoria and 
called the Light of All Nations.” 

The caissons were commissioned, 
and by 1841, the structure was ready 
for building. However the plan didn’t 
work, with ships unable to drag the 
caissons out to the correct location. 
When, at the beginning of 1842, the 
caisson was finally placed, a ship 
crashed into it, with the loss of all its 
sailors. As the plan began to crumble, 
Wellington looked to other solutions. 

Mrs Sencicle told KoS: “The duke 
could see that this port was needed. 
As a military man, he was well aware 
of the danger from invasion, and saw 
the area under threat from the 
French. As a consequence of this, he 
was on the lookout for a good place 
for the Navy to be stationed if they 
were needed. 

“When his idea of the Goodwin 
Sands started to fail, Dover seemed 
like a good place to him. He had to 
work to ensure the harbour was Do¬ 
ver, as at the time, the South Eastern 
Railway Company was pushing for 
the harbour to be developed at Folke¬ 
stone. The Duke of Wellington, a Tory, 


worked with a Whig politician to en¬ 
sure that Dover was announced as the 
harbour - in that sense, he was almost 
a forebear of the recent Liberal Demo¬ 
crat and Conservative coalition.” 

Mrs Sencicle added: “His work un¬ 
doubtedly shaped the town, and with 
the port’s subsequent expansion, it led 
to the growth which has given us 
modern day Dover. If the harbour of 
refuge had been located just down the 
coast at Folkestone, as the railway 
company wanted, we may have ended 
up with a very different Dover today.” 

At 3.30pm on September 14, 1852, 
the Iron Duke passed away in his bed 
at Walmer Castle. Despite instruc¬ 
tions that he wished to be buried in St 
Mary’s Church in Walmer, it was felt 
that his contribution to the nation 
was such that he should be awarded a 
state funeral. He was finally interred 
in St Paul’s Cathedral, next to anoth¬ 
er great Briton, Lord Nelson. 

Professor Beckett said: “Wellington 
has become a much revered man in 
British history. The contribution he 
played, militarily, to the Battle of Wa¬ 
terloo, has over time been questioned, 
but there is still no doubt that he was 
one of the big characters of the peri¬ 
od. His time in Kent was some of his 
happiest, with records of him as an 
ageing man regularly seen riding 
through Dover and Walmer.” 

English Heritage, which now owns 
Walmer Castle, is planning a series of 
events to commemorate Wellington 
and the Battle of Waterloo. 
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CLOSED BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY 




GROUP 


Mitcham 
Building Supplies 


LET US HELP YOU WITH YOUR DIY 


HALF TERM OFFERS INSTORE 



GROUP 


Ready Mixed 
Concrete and Screed 



18mm £17.99 perm 2 
25mm £21.99 perm 2 
35mm £23.99 per m 2 


Reversible, treated decking 
150 x 32mm - £1.79 per m 2 . 

Lengths available 3.6m, 4.2m, 
4.8m and 5.1m 



New green & brown Sleepers 
2.4m £14.99 + vat each 
3m £19.99 + vat each 
Reclaimed grade A 
£21.99 + vat each 



Pop in for a brochure today 




INDIAN SANDSTONE 
CALIBRATED 
MIXED SIZES 


TEXTURED SLABS BY 
BRADSTONE 



Decorative 

aggregates 


and large rockery stones 



Gravel Boards and Posts 
6ft concrete posts, post 
mix, 6x6 wide concrete 
gravel boards IN STOCK 


READY MIXED CONCRETE/SCREED • FENCING • BRICKS • TIMBER 


You’ve tried the rest now try the best YOUR ONE STOP SHOP FOR BUILDING SUPPLIES 

Trade & Retail Open: Mon-Fri 7.00-5.30pm Open all-day Saturday 


CANTERBURY 

Unit 12, Wincheap Ind Estate 
Cotton Road, 

Canterbury CT1 3RB 
Telephone 01227 455565 
Fax 01227 479400 
Email: Canterbury@mbs.uk.com 


HERNE BAY 

MBS House, 80 Eddington Lane, 
Herne Bay, Kent CT6 5TR 

Telephone 01227 366633 

Fax 01227 360451 

Email: herneybay@mbs.uk.com 


GILLINGHAM 

Serena House, Bredgar Road, 
Gillingham, Kent ME8 6PL 

Telephone 01634 366040 
Fax 01634 23291 

Email: salesgillingham@mbs.uk.com 


www.mitchambuildersmerchant.co.uk 
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UNIQUE: Pietra Mello-Pittman said that everyone is ‘united on stage’ during the show, which blends Zulu traditions, ballet and contemporary dance 

ural dance fusion is set 



:ote stories o 






The show will be bringing together different dance styles, writes Molly Kersey 


» Email us details of 
your event to: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
Tel: 01233 653476 


Follow us @KOSMedia or 
www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure 


A NEW show bringing 
together South African 
choral legends Lady¬ 
smith Black Mambazo 
and an award-winning 
choreographer will be performed in 
Dartford. 

Inala will be at The Orchard The¬ 
atre from July 3 to 4 . 

The production is aiming to cre¬ 
ate a fusion of South African and 
Western cultures on stage, with 
both reflected in the unique show. 

The original score has been de¬ 
vised by Ladysmith Black Mam¬ 
bazo, whose songs include Rain, 
Rain, Beautiful Rain and Long 
Walk To Freedom, and British com¬ 
poser Ella Spira. 

The group were brought to inter¬ 
national acclaim after collaborat¬ 
ing with Paul Simon on his 1986 
album Graceland, going on to win 
four Grammy awards. 


The show will be performed by a 
company of 18 singers and dancers, 
with Mark Baldwin’s choreography 
helping to unite Zulu traditions 
with classical ballet and contempo¬ 
rary dance, and live percussion, pi¬ 
ano and strings featured. 

Ms Spira first created the concept 
of the show with first artist of the 
royal ballet Pietra Mello-Pittman. 

It will feature both current and 
former dancers from the Royal Bal¬ 
let and Rambert. 

Ms Mello-Pittman explained: 
“Inala means abundance of good¬ 
will in Zulu. The songs in Inala are 
sung in Zulu and they tell stories of 
South African culture with themes 
that everyone can relate to, like 
friendship, romance, love, jealousy, 
work and even marriage and 
divorce. 

“We see fragments of a commu¬ 
nity life, the ups and the downs 


and we come out at the end 
rejoicing.” 

She added: “We didn’t want a 
show that was all chalk and cheese 
when it came to the different 
disciplines and dance styles so we 
researched each discipline and 
culture in advance so we were as 
prepared as possible. 

“Ladysmith Black Mambazo 
don’t just sing in their concerts, 
they also dance a very intricately 
choreographed Zulu dance style 
called Isicathamiya, which is a mix 
of high kicks and soft rhythmical 
tap steps done very lightly on the 
balls of the toes. 

“Ladysmith Black Mambazo, the 
contemporary trained dancers and 
the classically trained dancers all 
shared their disciplines and 
cultures and then the choreogra¬ 
pher, Mark Baldwin was able to 
expertly integrate all the styles, so 


everyone is united on stage.” 

Ms Spira added: “The group had 
never annotated its music before, 
so writing the score for Inala was 
in itself a challenge, but the passion 
and culture of Ladysmith soars 
through and brings the narrative 
of the ballet to life.” 

Joseph Shabalala, founder of 
Ladysmith Black Mambazo, said: 

“It has always been our mission 
our spread our South African 
culture as widespread as possible, 
so it is very important for us to 
bring Inala to the UK and the rest 
of the world.” 

And the reaction has been very 
good so far. 

“We were honoured at the 
amount of positive feedback we 
received from audience members,” 
said Ms Mello-Pittman. 

For tickets call 01322 220000 or 
visit www.orchardtheatre.co.uk 
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Stonecraft 

Paving Centre 


“Beautiful Gardens Set 

in Stone ” 



Natural Indian Stone 

£16.25 ♦wt 

k. per square metre > 


r 50mm 

Driveway 

Pavers £100 
P er pack Inc. VA1 

All Colours. 


20% off 


Buy Direct from the manufacturer 

Most of our centres have beautiful landscaped gardens designed to 
inspire you. Stonecraft Paving can offer you everything you need to 
create your ideal patio or driveway. We offer quality products with 
huge savings. Visit our centres and compare our prices with 

other leading outlets. 

Medway City Estate, Whitewall Road, Strood, Kent ME2 4EW 
Tel: 01634 724667 Fax: 01634 729907 www.stonecraftpaving.co.uk 
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Murder, mystery and a host of 
famous faces take to the stage 


Don't cry for me Maidstone 


EVITA, the musical considered 
by many to be Andrew Lloyd 
Webber and Tim Rice’s master 
work is coming to Maidstone’s 
Hazlitt Theatre from June 10-13. 

Visit www.parkwoodthea- 
tres.co.uk for more information. 




SOPHISTICATED: Agatha Christie’s brilliant plotting is famous 


By Maria Chiorando 

maria.chiorando@archant.co.uk 


TO CELEBRATE the 10th anniver¬ 
sary of the Agatha Christie Thea¬ 
tre Company, And Then There 
Were None returns to the stage in 
Gravesend. 

The newest show will follow in 
the footsteps of the company’s pro¬ 
ductions of Ms Christie’s Witness 
for the Prosecution and Black 
Coffee. 

The play will be on at The Wood- 
ville Theatre for a one week run, 
from June 1 to 6. 

Taking to the stage will be 
BAFTA nominated stage and 
screen star Paul Nicholas - known 
to some as Colin Buchanan, from 
Dalziel and Pascoe, 

He will be joined by Susan Pen- 
haligon, who starred in Bouquet of 
Barbed Wire and A Fine Romance, 
small screen veteran Mark Curry 
and West End leading lady Verity 
Rushworth. 

Emmerdale star Frazer Hines, 
will perform alongside them and 
Soldier Soldier actor Ben Nealon 
will also be treading the boards. 

Neil Chandler, theatre manager 
of The Woodville is looking for¬ 
ward to hosting the production. 


He said: “We are really excited 
about this show, the reviews are 
fantastic and I am so pleased that 
we are able to have such a brilliant 
theatre company such as the Ag¬ 
atha Christie Theatre Company, 
here at The Woodville. 

“This is the second week long 
show that we have had at the thea¬ 
tre recently and I really hope that 
people will come along and enjoy 
the show.” 


The play is based on the best¬ 
selling mystery novel of all time, 
and Agatha Christie’s own stage 
adaptation of this dark and capti¬ 
vating tale will thrill and enthral, 
as murder unfolds. 

A group of 10 strangers are 
lured to a remote island off the 
coast of Devon. Upon arrival it is 
discovered that their host, an ec¬ 
centric millionaire, is missing... 

Stranded on the island by a tor¬ 


rential storm and haunted by an 
ancient nursery rhyme, one by one 
the guests begin to die. 

With only the fallen believed to 
be innocent who among them is 
the killer? 

Tickets start from £17. 

To buy tickets, or for more infor¬ 
mation, you can visit the theatre’s 
website at www.woodville.co.uk. 

You can also contact the Box Of¬ 
fice on 08442 439 480. 


Black Sheep hit Ramsgate 


AMERICAN hip hop duo Black Sheep from 
Queens, New York, will be performing at 
Ramsgate Music Hall. 

The duo composed of Andres “Dres” Titus 
and William “Mista Lawnge” McLean play in 
Ramsgate on June 15. Tickets cost £16.50, visit 
www.allgigs.co.uk. 


The man in black tribute 


THE BRITISH Johnny Cash 
tribute show, featuring Clive 
John as the Man in Black will 
play at the Leas Cliff Hall in 
Folkestone on June 5. 

Tickets start at £19.90, visit 
www. allgigs .co.uk. 



Have the time of your life 

AN EVENING of Dirty Dancing: The Tribute 
Show is celebrating five years of touring. Now, 
the show will be coming to Folkestone on June 
20 at 7.30pm. 

Tickets cost from £19 and are available from 
the venue box office by calling 0844 871 3015, 
or www. atgtickets. com/folkestone. 


THE 

NORTON 



THURSDAY 4TH JUNE 2015 

or 

FRIDAY 5TH JUNE 2015 

FROM 2PM UNTIL 3.15PM 


The afternoon will begin with a talk in the School Hall at 
2pm followed by an opportunity to see the school in action 
and talk to current students and staff. 


Hythe Road, Ashford, Kent TN24 OQJ 

www.nks.kent.sch.uk 

Academy Trust Registered Office: Hythe Road, Ashford, Kent TN24 OQJ Company No. 07992899 


warmly invites year 5 boys and their parents/carers 
to attend an open afternoon on either 
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Beloved story comes to life 

AN adaptation of the popular 
illustrated children’s book The 
Tiger Who Came To Tea will 
be performed at The Orchard 
Theatre, Dartford, from June 2 
to 7. 

Call 01322 220000 to book. 



Screening for Disney fans 


A FULL screening of Disney’s Frozen, with 
lyrics on the screen so you can sing along, will 
be shown at the Margate Winter Gardens on 
June 28 at 1pm. 

The screening will be introduced by a live 
host to guide audiences through. 

Call 01843 292795 for tickets. 


Fun family show in town 

THE Magic Porridge Pot and 
Other Tasty Tales will be 
performed at the Theatre 
Royal, Margate, on June 13. 

It will take place at 2pm. 

Visit www.theatreroyalmar- 
gate.com to book. 



Dance thriller is on stage 

MATTHEW Bourne’s award-winning dance 
thriller The Car Man will be at Canterbury’s 
Marlowe Theatre from June 2 to 6. 

Performances will be taking place at 7.30pm 
and 2.30pm. 

For more information or to book, call 01227 
787787 or visit www.marlowetheatre.com 


Wartime re-enactment 
at combined-op show 


By Maria Chiorando 

maria.chiorando@archant.co.uk 


WARTIME enthusiasts will be able 
to visit the county’s most diverse 
military vehicle and air show this 
August. 

The Combined Ops Military 
Vehicle and Air Show in Head- 
corn is the only one of its kind to 
take place both on the ground and 
in the skies. 

The show spans a weekend, and 
will offer vehicle displays, living 
history re-enactments, food and 
military stalls, tank driving and 
jive dancing. 

According to a spokeswoman: 
“The sky programme includes 
displays from the Great British 
Lancaster bomber, Spitfire and 
Hurricane. 

“The world’s only flying 
Vulcan Bomber will blaze 
through the skies above the 
crowds.” 

The Red Arrows, often consid¬ 
ered the world’s premier aero¬ 
batic Royal Air Force display 
team, will perform a twenty five 
minute display of speed, agility 
and precision. 

A spokeswoman said: “The 



Great War Display Team will 
perform a breath-taking nine 
aircraft ‘dogfight’, reminiscent of 
past World War 1 aerial battles. 
The GNAT Display Team will also 
perform a full display in the ex Red 
Arrows ‘Folland Gnat’, used to 
train more than 1,400 fast jet 
pilots for the RAF.” 

Back on the ground, the fields of 
Headcorn aerodrome will be filled 
with the deafening sound of guns 
firing and spectacular explosions 
blowing holes in the ground, as 
thousands of blank rounds are 





fired in a realistic World War II 
reenactment. 

There will also be chance to get 
up close to the imposing World 
War II Sherman tank, as seen in 
the recent Hollywood blockbuster 
‘Fury’ starring Brad Pitt. 

Tickets are priced from £25 
for a family of two adults and 
two children (under 4’s free). 

The event takes place on August 
15 and 16, and is open 10am - 
6pm on the 15 and 10am - 5pm 
on the 16. Visit www.combine- 
dops.co.uk to book tickets. 



HISTORICAL: The show allows 
you to immerse yourself in history 



ACCURATE : Every detail is 
perfectly reproduced 



v 

Activitv Davs 


# — — # 

Monday 25th May - Friday 29th May 2015, Open 
between 1 Oam - 4pm 



Airfix Make ‘n’ Paint. Come along and join in the fun at 
the Hornby Visitor Centre, build and paint your own car or 
plane - and take your project home on the day! 


Ticket Prices 

FREE entry to 
Make ‘n’ Paint 

included in the cost of 
Visitor Centre admission 


Child (Ages 5-15) 

and OAP-£2.50 

Family-£12.50 

(2 Adults and up 
to 4 children) 


Visitor Centre 
open 7 days a week 
10am - 5pm 


www.hornby.com/visitorcentre Tel: 01843 233524 
E-mail: visitorcentre@hornby.com 
WESTWOOD MARGATE KENT CT9 4JX 

On the A254 Ramsgate Road, between 
Westwood Cross Shopping Centre and Margate. 


www.facebook.com/ 

hornbymodelrailways 


mm 


facebook 
y model ra 

$jp CORGI 


f IUST THE TICKET i 

\ CAFE ? 


Humbrol 


Make ‘n’ Paint suitable for children aged 8+. Under 18s must be accompanied by an adult. 


k * 

FREE microchipping 
from Dogs Trust 
at a vet near you! 

Microchipping helps identify your dog if lost or 
stolen and it will soon be a legal obligation for all 
dogs to be chipped — so don’t miss out. 

Call: 0330123 0334 or 
visit www.chipmydog.org.uk 
for your nearest participating vet. 



DogsTrust 

Registered Charity Number: 227523 
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ny tms weeK saw people cutting out tne mea 

Jeananne Craig ditches the flesh for national vegetarian week, and feels the benefit of her new diet... 


T HE fridge has been cleared 
of meat and fish, my kitch¬ 
en is now better stocked 
than our local greengro¬ 
cer’s, and I’ve had my ‘last 
supper’ - a steak that probably weighs 
as much as a small child. 

As challenges go, temporarily 
turning veggie to mark National Veg¬ 
etarian Week (May 18-24) is hardly 
up there with trekking the Great Wall 
Of China. As a lover of all things 
meaty, however, it’s a task that fills 
me with some trepidation. Not least 
when, just hours into the seven-day 
experiment, I’m confronted with a 
platter of glistening, honey-roasted 
cocktail sausages at a party (I man¬ 
aged to resist, but only just). 

Adopting a meat-free diet brings 


plenty of benefits to animals and the 
environment, not to mention your 
bank balance, once you’ve taken costly 
meat and fish off the shopping list. But 
will veggie food give me all the nourish¬ 
ment and flavour I need, or will I be 
reaching for a Big Mac by day three? 

Luckily, I have a foolproof meal plan 
devised by online supermarket Ocado 
and nutritionist Anita Bean, to see me 
through the week and ensure I get a 
balanced and varied diet. I sometimes 
struggle to come up with exciting dish¬ 
es when cooking for veggie friends, but 
there are a wide range of tastes and tex¬ 
tures in Bean’s recipes, from the super¬ 
simple bean and quinoa salad to the 
gnocchi, pesto and roasted veg, and the 
goat’s cheese and tomato frittata. 

It’s all about getting the balance 



DELICIOUS : Veggies can form the 
centrepiece of your meals 


right, according to Bean - ensuring 
you get enough protein, iron, vitamin 
B12 (from eggs, dairy products and 
fortified breakfast cereals), omega-3 
(try chia, pumpkin and flax seeds and 
dark green leafy veg), and vitamin D. 

“Vitamin D can be a problem if you 
don’t get much sun exposure or con¬ 
sume oily fish. The best vegetarian 
sources are egg yolk and fortified 
margarine, plant milk and breakfast 
cereals,” says Bean. 

She adds: “Make vegetarian versions 
of your favourite meals: replace the 
meat in stews, curries and casseroles 
with tinned beans, lentils or tofu.” 

If you’re missing your meat fix, you 
might like to try meat substitutes such 
as seitan (a gluten used in stir fries and 
Chinese dishes) and Quorn meat-free 


chicken fillets. According to a Mintel 
survey, the number of vegetarian food 
and drink product launches doubled 
globally between 2009 to 2013, so 
there’s more choice than ever. 

By the end of my week, I’m feeling 
great - healthy, clear-skinned and 
with more energy than usual. I’ve 
been getting about seven portions of 
fruit and veg a day, and from now on, 
I’ll definitely be more imaginative 
when it comes to planning meals, 
looking into veggie options instead of 
using meat as the focal point. 

I must admit though, I did miss the 
taste of meat once or twice. Which is 
why, the morning after my challenge 
finished, I started my day with a juicy 
bacon sandwich. Naughty, yes, but 
very nice. 


Mouth of the South 

I STAR of Mock The Week and 8 Out of 
10 Cats, Rob Beckett, will be bringing 
his new comedy show to the Hazlitt Theatre, 
Maidstone. 

Mouth Of The South will take place on 
September 9 at 8pm - with issues including 
flatbread and Kit Kats up for discussion. 

Tickets are £14. 

To book you can visit, www.parkwood- 
theatres.co.uk 


Secret love in musical 

I WITH an Oscar-nominated score that 
includes hits such as Secret Love and 
The Black Hills of Dakota, Calamity Jane will 
be making its way to the Assembly Hall 
Theatre, Tunbridge Wells. 

The musical stars Jodie Prenger, whose 
previous West End credits include Oliver! 
and Spamalot, and Tom Lister, of Emmerdale. 

The show runs from July 28 to August 1. 

To book, cafi 01892 530613. 


Magna Carta explored 

I THE UK’s leading constitutional 
historian will give a talk on the Magna 
Carta at the Folkestone Quarterhouse. 

David Starkey, known for his forthright 
views, will talk about the 13th century 
agreement and the way that it limited the 
power of the monarch for the first time. 

The talk will be taking place on June 12 at 
7pm. For tickets, call the box office on 01303 
760750. 


Johnny Cash tribute 

I A SHOW celebrating the career of 
music legend Johnny Cash will be 
performed in Bromley next month. 

The Johnny Cash Roadshow will be at the 
Churchill Theatre on June 24 at 7.30pm. 

The hit tribute show is fronted by singer 
and songwriter Clive John and he is joined on 
stage by The Spirit Band 

Tickets start at £21.90. To book, visit www. 
atgtickets.com/bromley 


Iferris 

HOLIDAYS 


Coach Holidays to 

SPAIN 


LLORET» MALGRAT»SANTA SUSANNA«CALELLA«PINEDA 


6,7,10,13,14,17 DAY DURATIONS 


e164 

PER ADULT 


FULL BOARD 

"e134 

PER ADULT 


mMCHILD] 
rMm PLACES] 

"1149 1 from 1 


DISNEYLAND PARIS 

4 DAYS /2 NIGHTS - B&B 

JUNE26 TH *JULY3F*AU6 28 TB 

4 DAYS /3 NIGHTS - B&B 

AUG 23“ • NOV 1 st 8 th 1 5 th 22 md 

ADULT 

1189 

CHILDREN 

"ell 3 

3-11 YEARS 

TWO IN ONE GETAWAY! 

DISNEYLAND 
PARIS Plus SPAIN 

10 DAYS (OTHER DURATION AVAILABLE)! 

DEPARTURES: AUGUST 7 TH 14 TH 21 st • OCTOBER 23" 

ADULT 

1253 

CHILDREN 

e13S 

2 12 YEARS 

PARK TICKETS INCLUDED. 


GIT YOUR FREE HOLIDAY RRDCHURE TODAY! 

TEL: 01443 844222 IS3 


www.ferriscoachholidays.co.uk 


Find over... 



CARAVAN FOR SALE 


2004 ABi Brisbane, 35ft x 12ft, 2 bedroom 
caravan. Sited on 250 acre Beauport 
Holiday Park with fantastic facilities. 

£QQP including2015 pitch fees 
XL £ 3 and 12 months insurance 


CALL 01424 853 764 


SOUTHGATE 


ELECTRICAL 

SERVICES 

Rewires, alterations, 
aerials, alarms, FREE 
quotations. ‘Fully qualified’ 

For enquiries call 

01227 712790 
07889 895394 

m|i:eii: ed ns 

I DOMESTIC SS 
APPROVED CONTRACTOR INSTALLER I— I 


Vauxhall Holiday Park, Great Yarmouth, Norfolk 

Great Vaiue FamiLj 
•HtrlidayS ^ 3real($ 

We at Vauxhall believe in giving you a great choice of 
accommodation whatever your budget. Our range of homes, 
touring and camping pitches are aimed at ensuring you'll 
find the right accommodation at the right price. 

Free with your holiday, enjoy these facilities: 

• Indoor Tropical Water World • Sports World 

• The Splash Zone & Sun Terraces • Discos 

• Live Cabaret • Louie’s Treehouse Playground 

• 12-17 s Hideout Club • Louie’s Kidz Club 

• 5 Star Entertainment every evening • WiFi 

Call now for your FREE Brochure 

01493 857231 

Vauxhall Holiday Park, 40 Acle New Road, Great Yarmouth NR30ITB REF 40 

www.vauxhallholidaypark.co.uk 


The Quex 

F4#d, Dr'nk & Craft Show 

13 th & 14 th June 

The Craft Village, Quex Park Estate, Birchington, Kent, CT7 OBH 

Local Kent Food & Drink 10am to 4pm 



Craft Village, Cadet Band, Beer Tent, BBQ and lots more 
t j rf ^ Outdoor children's play area 


*!s 


Supporting The Kent Air Ambulance 


& 

Kent Air Ambulance Trust 


Tel: 01843 842762 or 01843 595143 07966 225217 or 07725 460276 

www.midasleisure.co.uk 
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Last call for gardeners to enter the 2015 Kent Life Garden of the Year and Primary School competition 



VICTORY: Children at Whitstable and Seasalter Endowed Church of 
England School, the winners of Primary School Garden of the Year 2014 


H OW is your garden look¬ 
ing this year? Pretty spe¬ 
cial? Then why not show 
it off to other readers and 
enter the Kent Life Gar¬ 
den of the Year or Primary School 
Garden of the Year competition and 
be in with a chance of winning some 
fabulous prizes and full coverage in 
your favourite glossy lifestyle county 
magazine. 

The closing date for entries is 12 
June 2015 

Eight finalists will then be selected 
and visited by the judging panel, 
headed up by award-winning garden 
designer and plantsman Roger Platts, 
after the closing date. 

All finalists’ gardens will be photo¬ 
graphed by Kent Life between 19 June 
and 2 July. 

All finalists will be invited to a cel¬ 
ebratory high tea held in a marquee 
at Hadlow College on September 17, 
2015, where the winners and run¬ 
ners-up will be announced after a de¬ 
licious afternoon tea and a chance to 
explore Broadview Gardens. 

Prizes: 

Two first-prize winners, one per cat¬ 
egory, will each receive: 

■An engraved bench from Coolings 
Garden Centre, Knockholt 
■£250-worth of garden vouchers 
from Coolings Garden Centre, Knock- 
holt 

■Framed personalised certificate 
■Pictorial feature in Kent Life 
Six runners up (four adult and two 
primary school) will each receive: 
■£100-worth of garden vouchers 
from Coolings Garden Centre, Knock- 
holt 

■Framed personalised certificate 


Criteria 

The judges will look at the overall de¬ 
sign, planting, maintenance and an 
owner or school gardening club’s 
strong connection and involvement 
with the garden. 

For children, are there any cross¬ 
curricular activities related to the 
garden, any eco or sustainable plans 
you can tell the judges about? 

Kent Life regrets that photos and 
sketches cannot be returned and 
that by submitting them you are 
agreeing to their use in Kent Life and 
its associated websites and 
publications. 

Entries from previous years, apart 
from the winners, are warmly wel¬ 
comed 

How to enter 

You can enter online at: http:// 


www. kentgar denawards .co.uk, 
where printable posters are also 
available to download. 

Or send an email with your entry 
and digital images to: sarah.sturt@ 
kent-life.co.uk 

Or post a hard copy and photos to: 
Kent Life, Kent House, 81 Station 
Road, Ashford TN23 1PP 

Don't forget to include: 

■ Your full name, address, telephone 
(landline and mobile) and email ad¬ 
dress 

■ Category you are entering 

■ 4 to 8 pictures of your garden 
(they can have been taken last year) 

■ A plan of your garden (optional, 
but very useful) 

■ A bit about yourself/ves and your 
garden and your personal connec¬ 
tion with it 



ELEGANT: Prue Seddon’s classic garden won amateur garden of the year 
in 2014 
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VETERAN: Andy Mclndoe has exhibited at the show for over two decades 


mes most endurina oants 


By Hannah Stephenson 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


A S a man who has loving¬ 
ly cared for, cosseted and 
cajoled a plethora of 
plants into looking their 
best for the RHS Chelsea 
Flower Show, you might think that 
gardening guru Andy Mclndoe might 
be a little dismissive of some of our old 
garden stalwarts. 

Yet this year, as as Hillier Nurseries MD 
Mr Mclndoe designs and stages a stand for 
his 25th time in the Great Pavilion, he’s 
banging the drum for some of our better 
recognised plants which have flourished in 
our gardens for years. 

With a 70th consecutive gold in its 
sights, Hillier has opted not to release 
new plant introductions at the show, 
but instead to shine a spotlight on the 
reliable, favourite plants from every 
corner of the world. 

“The performance of a show plant 
at Chelsea is a good indication of its 
durability in the garden,” says Mr 
Mclndoe. “If it stays in good condition 
during preparation, transport to Lon¬ 
don, staging and for the week of the 
show, whatever the weather, it will 
stand up to most things in a garden.” 

His choices include Physocarpus 
opulifolius ‘Diable d’Or’, a wonderful 
foliage shrub with arching branches 
and red-brown leaves, Phormium 
cookianum, with its bold architec¬ 
tural forms and exotic colours, and 
Agapanthus, the Blue lily or African 
lily is a wonderful summer blooming 
perennial that loves a sunny border 
or a pot on the patio. 

“The boundaries have become more 
blurred between what is a patio plant 


and what is a long-term garden plant, 
what’s going to give you years of good 
service and what’s going to give you a 
summer of colour,” he explains. 

“Often, plants that you see at Chel¬ 
sea looking great haven’t necessarily 
been given normal garden conditions 
to grow in. They’ve been cosseted, 
they’ve been protected. That doesn’t 
mean they are bullet-proof.” 


Plant fashion doesn’t necessarily 
mean longevity, he continues. “At the 
moment there’s quite a lot of interest in 
coprosmas and lophomyrtus because 
they’ve got colourful leaves and are 
very attractive from a foliage point of 
view. But they’re not necessarily 
lasters. Some of the highly coloured 
variegated hebes vary in their perform¬ 
ance so if you take something like 


‘Heartbreaker’, it may be very appeal¬ 
ing but it’s not the toughest. 

“After a reasonably average winter 
it’s going to look pretty rough. I never 
think it’s worth planting anything 
that just survives, I want to have 
things that thrive. 

“Other hebe varieties like ‘Frozen 
Flame’ are very good plants which 
should thrive. Look at the plants 


which have been around for a few 
years. Quite often when plants are 
newly introduced they won’t have 
been trialled to the same extent as 
some of the old, reliable varieties 
you’ve seen for many years. 

“Most of us are looking for those 
good, hard-working garden plants 
which do their stuff and give us a long 
season of interest.” 




Ashford 

Che 


Charily -unds 


TB3S3? 


I AM MISSING, PLEASE HELP ME FIND MY 
WAY HOME TO MY FAMILY 


IN 1UPP0RT OF 

- HELP for 
HEROES 


Pilgrims 


Hospices 


CHARITY FOOTBALL MATCH, 

[ Supporting HELP FOR HEROES & PILGRIMS HOSPICE 
SUNDAY 7TH JUNE 
[2P M KICK OFF, GATES OPEN Ijl'AMl 
GALLAGHER STADIUM, MAIDSTONE 

RAZOR RUDDOCK & GAZZA 11 V MICKY HAZARD ALLSTARS 

Razor & Gazza team Captained by BRIAN MCFADDEN, includes Jimmy 
Bullard, David Howells, Dean Windass, Tubes, Danny Kedwell, Des Walker, 
Sinclair. MICKY HAZARD’S team, Kevin Horlock, Steve Slade, Stuart | 

| Nethercott, Glen Little, Kem Izzet, Kevin Watson, Ralf Little and Nicky Shorey. 

TICKETS £6.50 Adults, £3.50 CHILD under 16 
Tickets in advance only. 

Buy on website at www.ashfordcharityfunds.co.uk 
Contact 07850747198 for details 


ALL PROCEEDS FROM THE TICKET SALES/RAFFLE TO BE SPLIT 
EQUALLY BETWEEN H4H AND THE PILGRIMS HOSPICE 


IF YOU FIND A MISSING DOG YOU MUST REPORT 
DOG WARDEN, OTHERWISE YOU ARE BREAKING 


G BYSTAlfSl® H E E R LEAD E RS 


MICKY HAZARD 


Missing since: 

10th March 2015 

GENDER: Female AGE: Young Adult 
BREED: Lurcher 

MISSING FROM: Anchor & Hope Pub, 
South Ash Road, Ash, Kent TN15 7ER 

MORE INFO: 

Light brindle coat, scar on her nose, zig 
zag scar on her right leg. Small white chest 
blaze. Wearing collar & ID Tag 

IF SPOTTED OR YOU HAVE INFORMATION 
RELATING TO THE WHEREABOUTS OF 
THIS DOG PLEASE GET IN TOUCH 

01474 £72 3£2 or 07711 277 £07 
email: anchorJiope@>hotmail.com 


'JIMMY BULLARD 
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When visiting Secret Garden you will be pleasantly surprised to discover such a 
haven of beautiful tranquillity hidden within the walls. 
We are committed to using the finest and home grown produce which means that 
elements of our menus change every day. All our food is freshly made and if you 
come in the morning you will see the bread and cakes coming out of the ovens. 
So whether you’re coming for Tea and Cakes, A La Carte, Light Lunch, 
Afternoon Teas, Pudding Night or Kentish Evening Teas we are sure you 
will find everything delicious and scrumptious. 

The Secret Garden 

Hythe Road (A20), Mersham le Hatch, Nr Ashford, KentTN25 6NH 
01233 501586 | info@secretgardenkent.co.uk | www.secretgardenkent.co.uk 


The Guardian Newspaper 


Intimate, Atmospheric, 
Fun and Delicious 


“Googies is the place 
to hang out when 
in Folkestone” 


GODGIES 


In the heart of Folkestone, serving gourmet 
style street food, artisan coffee 8e craft beers. 
Home to local, grass-fed free range Dexter Beef, 
exclusive to Googies. 

• Dexter Steaks 

• Cocktails 

• Small Batch Coffee 

• Artisan Beers 

Serving Breakfast, Lunch 8e Dinner 


15 Rendezvous Street Folkestone CT20 1EY 
01303 246 188 kd www.googies.co.uk 
facebook.com/googiescafebar 

Monday to Tuesday 9am - 6pm. Wednesday to Thursday 9am - 9pm 
Friday to Saturday 9am - 11pm. Sunday 9am - 5pm 


The Ship Hotel 


NEW MENU COMING SOON 


83 High Street New Romney Kent TN28 8AZ 
Tel: 01797 362776 

e-mail theshiphotelandrestaurant@gmail.com 
Website www.the-ship-hotel.co.uk 



TRATVORIMOMANA 

fi| ITALIAN RESTAURANT T | 

L §1233.638.$33 ias 





tiy not come tor dinn 
& stay for breakfast 


Dinner, Bed & Breakfast 
£160 per couple 


OPEN FROM 8:00 AM TILL 11:00 PM | 19 BEACH STREET, DEAL, KENT CT14 7AH 

Visit- www.dunkerleys.co.uk 


The George Hotel 

Bar & Restaurant 



NOW SERVING FOOD 

Monday - Thursday 6pm - 9pm 
Gourmet Sunday Roast 

only £8.95 


COME AND STAY A WHILE 
AT THE GEORGE HOTEL 

BED & BREAKFAST 


68 High Street I Ashford I Kent I TN24 8TB 
01233 625512 I www.thegeorgehotelashford.co.uk 


BANK HOLIDAY FUN with t hqrley tavern s 

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE 



BANK 
HOLIDAY 

SUNDAY 
24TH MAY 

Wristbands £5 each 
Doors open at 8pm 

Smart dress | Over 21s 

Book now 

www.pavilionbroadstairs.co.uk 
or call 01843 600999 


(HA&LES®DICKENS 

PUB, KITCHEN & DINING ROOM 

The Charles Dickens is one of the largest pubs in 
Broadstairs, serving great pub food downstairs as well 
as the excellent Copperfields restaurant upstairs with 
mouth watering menus and views of Viking Bay not 
to be missed. Enjoy yourself this Bank Holiday at the 
Charles Dickens with events to entertain you and food 
and drink not to be missed. 

Book now 

www.charlesdickensbroadstairs.co.uk 
or call 01843 603040 


KSATK 


Widely renowned as one of the best seafood restaurants 
in Kent, the Harbour Restaurant boasts stunning 
panoramic views over Viking Bay. If seafood isn’t for you 
take advantage of the extensive menu which includes 
mouth watering dishes from around the world. 

Book online at 
www.tartarfrigate.co.uk 
or call 01843 862013 
and enjoy yourself this Bank Holiday! 





Located on the cliff top 
over looking Kingsgate Bay. 

The Captain Digby is the perfect 
venue for couples or families. I 

There are loads of activities to keep the kids happy 
including indoor and outdoor play areas. 
Book online to avoid disappointment 
this Bank Holiday 
www.captaindigby.co.uk 
01843 867764 
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Eating ®ut Guide 


The best local food and home from home 


IF it’s a relaxing night in luxurious 
hotel accommodation , a quality 
home cooked meal in a top restau¬ 
rant, or a night out with live music, 
friends and family, then the George 
Hotel is the place to come. 

Dating back to the early part of the 
15th century, the George Hotel is an 
oak beamed, traditional coach house 
and reputed to be Ashford’s oldest 
Inn. 

Located in the market town of 
Ashford which sits in the heart of 
rural Kent, The George Hotel is 
ideally placed in the centre of the 
town, the perfect base from which to 
explore the natural beauty of the 
county’s historic cities and towns, 
beaches and rural settings. 

We offer a 14 room bed and 
breakfast, a traditional restaurant, 
and a live music bar every Friday and 
Saturday night. 

Our rooms create a ‘home from 
home’ atmosphere offering a choice 



of accommodation, ranging from a 
single person room to our larger 
family room, some with en-suite 
facilities and all with TV and tea and 
coffee making facilities. 

We also have our 40 cover 
function room available for family 
gatherings, or business meetings. 

In our kitchen we take great pride 
in using locally-sourced fresh 



produce. 

All our menu is created in-house 
using traditional methods and 
making every dish from local 
ingredients. 

Our chef has more than a decade 
of experience in kitchens globally 
and each individual dish is born out 
of the respect of using the finest 
ingredients. 



This allows us to create the best 
flavours in all our dishes. 

Our waitress service restaurant is 
the perfect setting for dining with 
family and friends. 

Why not pop in for an Italian 
Aroma coffee served in traditional 
Barista-style from our Gaggia coffee 
machine? Our bar area also offers a 
selection of cask conditioned ales , 


world renowned lagers and a 
relaxing friendly atmosphere. 

We couple modern techniques 
with traditional pub cuisine for 
breakfast and lunch. 

We will also be introducing new 
and exciting takeaway menus, 
business lunches and themed nights 
here at The George Hotel. 

Ashford International train 
station is within five minutes walk 
where the High Speed rail link can 
whisk you into London in just 37 
minutes. 

If you’re travelling by car, the 
Eurotunnel terminal is just 10 
minutes from the hotel. 

It offers an ideal opportunity to 
visit France in just 35 minutes. 

Or why not travel to Dover Port in 
just 20 minutes where ferries to 
France can also be found. 

More information can be found 
online at www.thegeorgehotelash- 
ford.co.uk. 


The Ship has 
winning recipe 

THE SHIP Hotel in New Romney 
offers customers a range of services. 

The historic pub, which dates all 
the way back to the 15th century 
enjoys a heated outside area as an 
extension of the indoor pub, so 
drinkers can enjoy the fresh air. 

There is a conservatory area for a 
more sheltered drink, as well as the 
main pub and lounge area. 

The lounge offers all the hallmarks 
of a traditional pub, and proudly 
displays original features, such as 
the brick fireplace. Perfect for a cosy 
drink! 

On top of these areas, there is a 
lovely restaurant, which can seat up 
to 70 diners and doubles as a large 
function room. 

Also every Sunday why not come 
down and enjoy the carvery? 

You can try from an extensive 
range of carvery offerings, or try out 
the new and improved menu, 
sourcing locally produced products, 
guaranteed to get your taste buds 
tingling. 

Visit The Ship at 83 High Street, 
New Romney, TN28 8AZ, or call on 
01797 362776. You can drop us a 
line at theshiphotelandrestaurant@ 
gmail.com. 



THE SHIP: New Romney 



MOUTHWATERING: Googies’ burgers are well-known locally 


amous burgers and steaks with 
all dav classic dinina options too 


G OOGIES is famous for its 
burgers and use of exclu¬ 
sive, focal, free range, 
grass fed Dexter Beef. Of¬ 
fering brasserie-style 
food and moving seamlessly from 
early morning coffee and cake, break¬ 
fast light brunch/lunch to serving up 
an excellent dining and cocktail bar 
experience, all meals are catered for. 
Situated in the centre of Folkestone’s 


Old Town, a short stroll the harbour, 
the locals constantly rave about the 
mightily impressive quality of the food. 

The restaurant offers a comfort¬ 
able setting for dinners and the menu 
is built around a selection of 
interesting burgers, including, 
gluten free and vegetarian options. 

The ever changing special weekend 
menus, give the opportunity for the 
talented chefs to really show off their 
KEA 


skills. The melt in the mouth Dexter 
steaks are probably the best that one 
will ever find anywhere. 

There is a wide range of fine wines 
on offer as well classic cocktails 
made by experienced staff. The coffee 
is sourced from small batch roasters. 

Googies is at 15 Rendezvous Street, 
Folkestone, CT20 1EY. Call 01303 
246188 or visit www.googiesart- 
cafe @yahoo.co.uk. 


CHEF RECOMMENDS 

The George Hotel 

68 High Street, Ashford, 
TN24 8TB 

Telephone: 01233 625512 
Website: www.thegeorgehotelash- 
ford.co.uk 


Starter: Crispy mixed leaves, 
mortadella, salami, pepperoni, fresh 
mozzarella, olives basil and spicy red 
wine Vinaigrette 

Main: Pan seared Salmon 
served with asparagus, rocket, 
tomato, and cous cous salad drizzled 
with a lemon dressing. 

Dessert: Mint chocolate brownie 
served with vanilla ice cream, mixed 
summer berries and fresh mint 


The Ship 

83 High Street, New 
Romney,TN28 8AZ 
Telephone: 01797 362 776 
Website: www.the-ship-hotel.co.uk 

Starter: Grilled sardine bruschetta 
with homemade tomato relish, garlic 
oil and a watercress salad 

Main: The herdsman burger, 
homemade 1/2 lb beef steak burger 

Dessert: Strawberry shortbread 
with fresh whipped, sweet vanilla 
cream 

Dunkerley's 

19 Beach Street, Deal, CT14 7AH 
Telephone: 01304 375016 
Website: www.dunkerleys.co.uk 

Starter: Pancetta over saffron 
veloute 

Main: Kingsdown Fillet of Sea bass 
pan fried with a red pepper essence & 
crispy Broccoli 

Dessert: Orange Souffle, with a 
lemon grass ice cream ^ 
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Send us your views. 

Write to: Kent House, 

81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 


Please include your name and 
address, although these will be 
withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 


Fight plans to 
dose our A&Es 


FURTHER to the article in KoS last 
week referring to the crazy idea to 
move the William Harvey A&E to 
Canterbury, I have very recent 
experience of that department. 

My mother, 97, was taken in 
exactly two weeks ago after a fall in 
her care home. 

We arrived at 1pm and the 
department was reasonably quiet, 
but that soon changed. She had to 
spend a total of 10 hours on a 
trolley, after five of those hours she 
still had not had her wounds dressed 
or had a name wrist band fitted; this 
was only done after I had com¬ 
plained to staff. 

After an X-ray she was found to 
have fractured a bone in her pelvis. 

We were then told that there were 
no beds available. So to get round 
the rules they brought a bed down 
and put it in a cubical and she spent 
the night in A&E. 

What a way to treat an elderly 
person, or anyone come to that. 

I must say I do not blame the staff, 
they are overworked and the 
department is not big enough, it 
should be at least double the size. 

I always said the hospital was not 
going to cope with the 100,000 
increase in the population of 
Ashford by 2030 caused by 
unsustainable building, but they 
obviously cannot cope now. 

So this latest plan is completely 
unviable, how many people will die 
on the way to Canterbury? 

Mick Carr, 
Ashford 

Do they think of 
us in rural areas? 


THE closure of the A&E departments 
in Ashford and Margate must be 
fought tooth and nail. 

The prospect of getting to 
Canterbury by public transport 
especially if you have children and 
no access to a car is frightening. An 
ambulance having to ferry people 
from outlying areas to Canterbury 
could mean the ambulance being 
tied up for hours. 

Waiting times at A&E now is more 
than the four hours which is the 
target. 

We need more A&E not fewer and 
more minor injury units especially 
across areas like the Romney Marsh 
where public transport is not readily 
available. If the patient then needs 
to be hospitalised people will have to 
travel miles to see their loved ones. 

I urge everybody to write to their 
MP stating that this is a cut too far 


LETTER OF THE WEEK 


No decision without 
your input on A&E 


OVER the last couple of weeks, our 
local papers have carried 
worrying headlines about the 
possibility of the east Kent 
hospitals trust changing 
emergency care and, perhaps, 
centralising the most high-risk 
procedures in one centre. 

We chair the clinical 
commissioning groups (CCGs) for 
east Kent which have the job of 
planning and paying for most 
local health services. Our aim is 
to make sure that everyone in our 
areas who needs healthcare 
receives safe, high-quality care. 

This is in a context where GPs, 
nurses and consultants are a 
limited resource; the NHS in east 
Kent does not always find it easy 
to recruit despite the advantages 
of our part of the world; demand 
for healthcare, especially for frail 
elderly people, continues to grow; 
and money is tight. 

Nonetheless, in the past two 
years, since the CCGs came into 
being, we have made real strides. 

We appreciate the constraints on 
East Kent Hospitals University NHS 
Foundation Trust (EKHUFT); care 
is increasingly specialised, 
requiring dedicated teams of 
doctors and nurses who must treat 
enough cases to maintain their 
skills; the move to seven day 
working by the NHS means more 
clinicians are needed to cover 
weekends; all NHS organisations 
must spend taxpayers’ money in the 
most efficient way; and, of course, 
the over-riding principle is that 
services they provide must be safe. 

EKHUFT is very clear that no 
change is not an option that is 
clinically or financially 
sustainable in the long term. So, 
over the next few months, we will 
be working with the trust and 
with you to explore how services 
can best be delivered for the 


and will put people in danger. 

Most medical professionals will tell 
you the ‘golden’ hour following a 
heart attack or stroke is the be all and 
end all for saving a person’s life, and 
who can guarantee that you will 
make it to A&E in that first hour if 
these departments are closed? 

These decisions are being made by 
people who live and work in London 
a few streets away from large 
hospitals, not in rural areas where 





future and what the options are. 

We can assure you that no 
decision has been taken behind 
the scenes. What lies ahead is a 
genuine process of working 
together to come up with the best 
solution for the people of east 
Kent, so you know you will get 
safe, high-quality care. 

It may not be fully understood 
that EKHUFT can only go out to 
consultation if we give it the 
green light. As the 
commissioners, we hold the purse 
strings for east Kent and we will 
give the go-ahead to consultation 
only if we are convinced its 
proposals are clinically sound, 
safe and will achieve an 
improvement in care. 

As GPs, we are all absolutely 
committed to the welfare of local 
people. We, like you, want to see 
the very best care for our 
population and a health system 
for east Kent that works now and 
for the future. 

Dr Navin Kumta, clinical 
chair, NHS Ashford CCG; Dr 
Darren Cocker, clinical 
chair, NHS South Kent Coast 
CCG; Dr Mark Jones, 
clinical chair, NHS 
Canterbury & Coastal CCG, 
Dr Tony Martin, clinical 
chair, NHS Thanet CCG 


transport is already a problem. 

Pat Stewart, 


New Romney 


Cops must keep 
lost property 


WITH regard to your article on lost 
property not being handled by 
police from June (Kos, last week), for 


routine lost property all the police 
have ever done is record it and keep 
it for a month. 

If the police do not wish to store 
lost property, all they need do is 
record it in the public interest as 
part of the normal traditional police 
service role in society. 

What is worrying is a growing 
arrogance from our police and the 
so-called public service in general. 
Changes such as these are made 
virtually without public consulta¬ 
tion. Police officers rarely deal with 
lost property as police stations are 
manned by civilian staff. 

Kent police are using the power of 
‘cuts’ to stop services not affected. 
The police no longer have a sense of 
public duty and are no longer part of 
the community. 

All the police need to do is restore 
the lost property book and stop 
being so arrogant and remember 
that, at least in theory, they are 
public servants. 

Graham Wanstall, 
Dover Town Council 

Don’t let us lose 
this vital service 


IT IS totally and utterly absurd idea 
that Kent Police are now refusing to 
take lost property. By telling people 
to use social media instead, so they 
can the owner of any valuable lost, 
isn’t a particularly good idea. 

So many aren’t au fait with 
modern technology. It will soon lead 
to crime with some many people 
stealing what they have found in 
order to sell it, or keep it, without any 
thought for the person or persons 
who have lost it forever. 

Which is why Kent police should 
think again about abandoning the 
idea. 

Rosie Johnston, 

Ightham 

Gay letter was 
‘inspirational’ 

HOW refreshing to read John 
Humphrey’s inspirational letter 
regarding homosexuality (Kos, 10.05). 

He has stood his ground and 
remained strong, helped by prayer 
and the Bible. Two other writers 
have let themselves down badly, 
referring to this as ‘nonsense’. To 
them I will say never try to 
undermine anyone else’s faith either 
intentionally or otherwise. 

Christianity is suffering serious 
persecution in today’s world - re¬ 
grettably aided and abetted by this 
country. 

Mary McNulty, 

Brenchley 


KOS 10 GUIDING PRINCIPLES 


AS part of our commitment to providing the 
best service to you, we have produced our 10 
guiding principles 

The way KoS will create our unique and 
compelling content is to follow these 10 
principles; 

Kent on Sunday will: 

1) Be available in every postcode in Kent. 


2) Be fair, accurate and balanced. 

3) Be written in clear, concise English. 

4) Not be overly sensational. 

5) Have a sense of humour. 

6) Have an easily understood division 
between news, comment and advertising. 

7) Seek to celebrate as well as constructively 
criticise. 


8) Highlight topical issues of concern to 
people living in the county. 

9) Spotlight individual cases which raise 
broader concerns. 

10) Champion causes that it feels are 
important to the well-being of the county and 
its people. 

We hope you enjoy Kent on Sunday. 
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images of kent 



Sunrise over the 
Thames 

by Wayne Howe, 
Gravesend 


If your picture is printed on 
this page you will receive an 
any-duration Dover-Calais 
return crossing for a car and 
up to five passengers, valid 
for a year, courtesy of... 



myFERRYlink 

Owned and run by the crew 


To see your photograph printed, 
email editorial@kosmedia. 
co.uk, or post it to Archant KOS 
Media, Images of Kent, Kent 
House, 81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP. Be sure to include your 
name, address and a contact 
telephone number. Unfortunately 
we cannot return any prints, and 
please do not send negatives. 
Note: all digital images must be 
no less than 200dpi. 



DISCOV^p. BEAUTIFUL 
BRITISH PRODUCTS 
FROM TOP QUALITY 
BRANDS TODAY AT 


greatbritishlife.co.uk 


GREAT CdtbrA-tki best o-f d3Yi-ti.sk 

BRITISH LIFE 
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Education & Training 


Advertiser's announcement 



Counselling training 


OUR counselling training programmes offer a 
clear progression route from Level 2 introductory 
skills training through to the Level 3 Counselling 
Skills certificate and then on to a professional 
qualification in Counselling at Diploma Level 4. 

The Personal Development workshops dove¬ 
tail with our Diploma training programme to 
ensure that trainees have the opportunity to de¬ 
velop their self-awareness in tandem with the 
professional knowledge. 

All of our courses are accredited by ABC 
awards’ a government approved awarding 
body. Bedonwell Counselling is an organisa¬ 
tional member of the BACP and we work within 
their ethical framework for good practice. 


We offer training courses from our dedicated 
centre based in the Creative Quarter in Folkestone. 
We are easily accessible for people travelling by car 
and rail. 

You are very welcome to make an arrange¬ 
ment to visit our highly regarded centre at any 
convenient time and discuss the training pro¬ 
gramme that is most appropriate for you, and 
our next open day is on July 4. 

To register a place at our next induction and 
to receive further details about the event, please 
complete an application form for the course you 
think is most appropriate, by visiting our web¬ 
site www.bedonwellcounselling.co.uk or call us 
on 01303 244141. 


Wellesley for more 
than just education 


WELLESLEY House headmaster Simon 
O’Malley and his wife, Katy, have been at the 
helm of this successful boarding prep school 
since 2006. 

With a flurry of recent press articles underlin¬ 
ing the pressure on school places now and in the 
years ahead, they are more determined than 
ever to help parents find the best school for their 
child. 

This is not a decision that should be taken 
lightly - choice of school can continue to have 
an impact years down the line. 

Mr O’Malley said: “Too often I hear the la¬ 
ment that parents wish they had known about a 
chosen school sooner, or about the scholarships 
and bursaries that can bring an excellent edu¬ 
cation within reach. 

“We hold an annual scholarship identifying 
academic or sporting potential in children aged 
seven to nine years. We also look at musical tal¬ 
ent. Joining the independent sector at prep level 
not only gives a child the best possible start, but 
means you will have expert help through the 
next stage of schooling where competition for 
places can be fierce. 

“At Wellesley, we guide our parents as much 
as our pupils through the steps involved and 
help ensure that every child achieves their 
potential.” 

Nominated Best Prep School Runner up in the 



prestigious Tatler School Awards 2014, Welles¬ 
ley House has been preparing children for the 
UK’s top public schools for almost 150 years. 

Full boarding is a speciality, but weekly and 
day options are also popular, with useful day 
bus routes to help busy parents. 



Award in Counselling Concepts 

9 weeks starts Sept 

Cert in Counselling Skills 

34 weeks starts Sept 

Diploma in Therapeutic Counselling 

2 years part time starts Sept 


THINKING OF TRAINING AS A COUNSELLOR? 


Our Open Day is Saturday 4 th July llam-2.30pm 
Apply on-line or call us to find out more 



Best Prep School Runner Up - Tatler School Awards 2014 



Wellesley House 

Independent Co-educational Prep School Boarding & Day 7-13 years 



AFFORDABLE FEES. 
PRICELESS RESULTS. 

Wellesley House School | Broadstairs | Kent CT10 2DG 
t: 01843 862991 | e: hmsec@wellesleyhouse.net 


www.wellesleyhouse.org 
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Education & Training 


Advertiser's announcement 


Shape your future at college 



FOCUSED: The 

decisions you make 
about your future 
are important - so 
make sure you 
have all the 
information 


FINISHING your GCSEs this year? 
You don’t have to stay at school! 

Want to know your options? 

Come to West Kent and Ashford 
Colleges Information Evening on 
June 24, 2015. 

West Kent and Ashford Colleges of¬ 
fer a fantastic range of Further Educa¬ 
tion courses. 

From Hair Design to Motor Vehicle 
Engineering, Catering to Performing 
Arts and much more. 

We offer fantastic learning envi¬ 
ronments, with state-of-the-art facili¬ 
ties, purpose-built workshops and 
studios; including television, radio, 
recording and rehearsal studios. 

At West Kent and Ashford Colleges 
you’ll learn in specialist facilities built 
for all course areas, whether its sci¬ 
ence, art, construction or catering, 
performing arts, hair and beauty or 
motor vehicle. 

You’ll also learn from the best, our 
teaching staff are expert and dedicat¬ 
ed and you’ll use the latest equipment 
so that you can gain real commercial 
experience. 

With strong employer links we aim 
to offer the best preparation for work 
or further studies. 

Qualifications range from Founda¬ 


tion level to Degree so if you’re think¬ 
ing about what to do next, you have 
many different pathways to choose 
from, including apprenticeship. 

West Kent and Ashford colleges are 
part of the Hadlow Group - our aim is 
to give all of our students the very 
best preparation, be it a chosen career 


path or further studies. 

Hadlow College is Kent’s only Ofst- 
ed ‘outstanding’ college and we have 
over 80 years’ experience of deliver¬ 
ing excellence in education. 

At our colleges we put student’s 
educational attainment at the heart 
of what we do. 


We’re proud of the success of our 
students and work to inspire them to 
excel in whatever their chosen career 
path. 

Come and see what we can offer, 
visit our open evening on June 24 
from 4.30pm to 7.30pm. You can 
meet the staff and tour our facilities. 


Come and see what we can offer 
you at West Kent and Ashford Colleg¬ 
es, part of the Hadlow Group. 

You can find out more informa¬ 
tion by visiting our websites at 
www.ashford.ac.uk or www. 
westkent.ac.uk. 



0845 207 8220 www.ashford.ac.uk Jemmett Road, Ashford, Kent TN23 4RJ | Henwood Industrial Estate, Ashford, Kent TN24 8DR 

Tonbridge, Brook Street, Tonbridge, Kent TN9 2PW | Tunbridge Wells, Kingstanding Way, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN2 3UP 


Come to West Kent and 
Ashford Colleges Information Evening 24th June 2015 


West Kent and Ashford Colleges 
offer a fantastic range of Further 
Education courses. From Hair 
Design to Motor Vehicle Engineering, 
Catering to Performing Arts and 
much more. 

We offer Fantastic learning environments, 
with state of the art facilities, purpose 
built workshops and studios; including 
television, radio, recording and rehearsal 
studios. AT West Kent and Ashford 
Colleges you’ll learn in specialist facilities 
built for all course areas, whether its 
science, art, construction or catering, 
performing arts, hair and beauty or motor 
vehicle.You’ll also learn from the best, our 
teaching staff are expert and dedicated 
and you’ll use the latest equipment so 


that you can gain real commercial 
experience.With strong employer links 
we aim to offer the best preparation for 
work or further studies. Qualifications 
range from Foundation level to Degree 
so if you’re thinking about what to do 
next you have many different pathways to 
choose from, including apprenticeship. 
West Kent and Ashford colleges are part 
of the Hadlow Group our aim is to give all 
of our students the very best preparation, 
be it a chosen career path or further 
studies. Hadlow College is Kent’s only 
Ofsted ‘outstanding’ college and we have 
over 80 years’ experience of delivering 
excellence in education.At our colleges 
we put student’s educational attainment at 
the heart of what we do. We’re proud of 
our students success and inspire them to 


excel in whatever their chosen 
career path. 

Come and see what we can offer, 
visit our open evening on the 24th 
June from 4.30pm to 7.30pm. 

You can meet the staff and tour 
our facilities. 


West Kent and Ashford Colleges, 
part of the Hadlow Group 
For course selection you can find out 
on the websites - www.ashford.ac.uk 
and www.westkent.ac.uk 


Port of me 


Hadlow 

Group 


^•InJ Finishing your GCSEs this year? 

You don’t have to stay at school! 
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Rhine & Moselle River Cruise by Rail or Air 

Andemach, Cochem, Boppard, Rudesheim, Koblenz & Konigswinter 
2 October, 2015; 10 July & 28 August, 2016 
8 days full board, from £699pp • Quote: RH/RL-KOS 

Join us for a relaxing river cruise taking-in the majestic Rhine and Moselle Valleys where we visit 
Andernach, Cochem, Boppard, Rudesheim, Koblenz and Konigswinter. Travel by rail or air to join the 
cruise in Cologne. Our river cruiser, the MV Prinses Christina, will host you in comfort and style 
including breakfast, lunch, dinner and late snacks. 

INCLUDED: Escorted throughout • Return rail travel from London St Pancras or Ebbsfleet to Brussels 
with coach transfer to Cologne or return flights with luggage from a choice of UK airports to Cologne - 
supp't may apply • 7-night full-board cruise sharing a twin bed outside cabin on Cabin Deck - upgrades 
available • Transfers abroad 


4-star Rhine in Flames & Moselle River Cruise 

By Rail or Air • Cologne, Koblenz, Cochem, Zell, Rudesheim & Boppard 

22 September, 2015-8 days full board-plus, from £999pp • Quote: RN9-KOS 


Dutch Bulbfields & Amsterdam River Cruise 

By Rail or Air • Amsterdam, Hoorn, Volendam, Keukenhof & Amsterdam 

25 April, 2016-5 days full board-plus, from £599pp • Quote: BD4-KOS 


Join us for a scenic, fun-packed cruise on board the 
4-star mps Rembrandt Van Rijn taking in 
Cologne, Koblenz, Cochem, Zell, Rudesheim and 
Boppard, where you'll see the Rhine in Flames 
festival. Originally held to celebrate the grape 
harvest, this spectacular pyrotechnics show also 
features an illuminated flotilla of riverboats. Also 
enjoy the Boppard Wine Festival featuring wines 
from local vineyards, live music and entertainment. 
INCLUDED: Escorted throughout abroad • Return 
rail travel from St Pancras to Brussels with coach 
transfer to Cologne or return flights with luggage 
from a choice of UK airports - supp't may apply 

• 7-night full-board cruise sharing a twin bed, main 
deck rear cabin - upgrades available • Beer, wine 
by the glass, and soft drinks served at lunch and 
dinner and from 6pm to midnight at the bar 

• Entertainment ‘Transfers abroad • GN Host and 
Cruise Director on board 


Join us on this exclusive river cruise on board the 
MV Prinses Christina. A visit to Holland in 
springtime is a mesmerising feast for the senses as 
the gardens and fields are full to bursting with 
tulips, daffodils, hyacinths, spring flowering shrubs 
and plants. The highlight of this cruise is an 
included visit to Keukenhof Gardens with its 
magnificent floral displays. There is time to explore 
the canals, museums and flower markets of 
Amsterdam, plus Volendam and Hoorn. 
INCLUDED: Escorted throughout • Return rail 
travel St Pancras or Ebbsfleet to Amsterdam OR 
return flights with luggage from a choice of UK 
airports - supp't may apply • 4-nights full board 
cruise sharing a twin bed outside cabin on Cabin 
Deck - upgrades available • Beer, wine by the glass, 
and soft drinks served at lunch and dinner and 
from 6pm to midnight at the bar • Visit to 
Keukenhof Gardens - Transfers abroad 


Secret Citadelle to Christmas Markets River Cruise 


By Rail or Air • Dinant, Liege, Maastricht, Aachen, Valkenburg & Brussels 

24 November, 2015-5 days full board-plus, from £529pp-Quote: TC11-1-KOS 


Join us for a relaxing river cruise starting in the 
picturesque town of Dinant, located on the Meuse 
River and home to an impressive citadel. Sailing past 
scenic landscapes onto Namur, with its beautiful 
17th and 18th-century architecture. We visit two 
exceptional Christmas Markets: Aachen in Germany, 
with a visit to the Lindt Chocolate Factory Outlet 
and Valkenburg in Holland, with its unique 
Christmas Caves. We also visit Brussels, the Belgian 
capital with its famous Christmas market and Grand 
Place. 


INCLUDED: Escorted throughout • Return rail 
travel from St Pancras or Ebbsfleet to Brussels or 
return flights from a choice of UK airports - supp't 
may apply • 4-night full board cruise on the mps 
Princess sharing a twin outside rear cabin on Main 
Deck - upgrades available • Beer, wine & soft drinks 
served at lunch & dinner and from 6pm to 
midnight at the bar • Entertainment • Transfers 
abroad • GN Host and Cruise Director on board 
• Captain's Dinner and Pirate Fancy Dress Party 


Three Countries Christmas Markets River Cruise 

By Rail or Air • Maastricht, Valkenburg, Liege, Monschau & Brussels 

28 November, 2015 -4 days full board-plus, from £429pp-Quote: TCI 1-2-KOS 


Join us for a fun-packed cruise sailing between 
historic Maastricht in Holland, and Liege in 
Belgium. Included excursions take in Germany's 
delightful Monschau, a picturesque town nestled in 
the hills, with a wealth of quaint shops, romantic 
old streets and a small yet beautiful Christmas 
market. We also visit the Dutch 'Christmas town' of 
Valkenburg with its unique Christmas market caves, 
and Brussels. 

INCLUDED: Escorted throughout • Return rail 
travel from St Pancras or Ebbsfleet to Brussels or 
return flights from a choice of UK airports - supp't 
may apply • 3-night full board cruise on the mps 
Princess sharing a twin outside rear cabin on Main 
Deck - upgrades available • Beer, wine & soft drinks 
served at lunch & dinner and from 6pm to 
midnight at the bar • Entertainment ‘Transfers 
abroad • GN Host and Cruise Director on board 
• Captain's Dinner and Pirate Fancy Dress Party 
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5-star Rhine Christmas Markets River Cruise 

By Rail or Air • Cologne, Strasbourg, Mainz & Mannheim 

3 December, 2015-5 days all-inclusive, from £699pp • Quote: AA12-1 -KOS 


Experience the festive splendours and stunning 
scenery along the Rhine on this fun cruise from 
Cologne to the Christmas markets in Strasbourg, 

Mainz and Mannheim. The 5-star A-Rosa Viva is 
modern and luxurious with a choice of cabin grade 
- all, buffet and a la carte restaurants, bars, shops, 
and a spa. Enjoy entertainment day and night and 
choose from over 100 free beverages at the bar 
throughout. 

INCLUDED: Escorted throughout abroad • Return 
rail travel from St Pancras (from Ebbsfleet on 
request) to Cologne or return flights with luggage 
from a choice of UK airports - supp't may apply • 4 
nights all inclusive cruise on A-Rosa Viva sharing 
an S category cabin - upgrades available • Use of 
pool, gym and sauna • Daytime and evening 
entertainment programme • Strasbourg city tour 
• Transfers abroad 

kent-life.co.uk www.kentnews.co.uk 


Holidays offered by 

GN Holidays 
& Voyages 

Higher Denham, 
Uxbridge UB9 5EL 

ABTA NoY0291 -ATOL9362 
info@gnvoyages.co.uk 
www.gnholidays.com 
www.gnvoyages.co.uk 

Open 9am to 5.30pm weekdays 
9.30am to 12.30pm 
Saturdays 

Closed Bank Holiday weekends. 


0ABTA 


Germany & Belgium Christmas Markets River Cruise 

By Rail or Air • Maastricht, Aachen, Antwerp, Bruges & Brussels 

1 December, 2015 -4 days full board-plus, from £429pp-Quote:TCI 2-1-KOS 


Join us for a fun-packed river cruise visiting four 
wonderful Christmas markets including Aachen in 
Germany which is transformed into a paradise of 
lights and colours with its festive market in the 
town square; beautiful Bruges with its wonderful 
festive atmosphere and historic charm; Maastricht 
home of world-famous musician Andre Rieu and 
Brussels with its festive market and majestic Grand 
Place. 

INCLUDED: Escorted throughout • Return rail 
travel from St Pancras or Ebbsfleet to Brussels or 
return flights from a choice of UK airports - supp't 
may apply • 3-night full board cruise on the mps 
Princess sharing a twin outside rear cabin on Main 
Deck - upgrades available • Beer, wine & soft drinks 
served at lunch & dinner and from 6pm to 
midnight at the bar • Entertainment • Transfers 
abroad • GN Host and Cruise Director on board 
• Captain's Dinner & Pirate Fancy Dress Party 
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By Steve Loader 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


» Read more of Steve’s 
motoring reviews in... 

Kent Life 


ii For more cars visit 

drive24.co.uk 

Powered by mOTORS 





BRAND UPDATE: As the original ‘de esse’ celebrates her birthday, Citroen has 
finally officially acknowledged that ‘DS’ will become a brand in its own right... 


C ITROEN wowed the motoring world 
in 1955 when it used the Paris motor 
show to unveil the original DS model. 

The big saloon’s sleek aeronauti- 
cally inspired lines and advanced 
hydro-pneumatic self-levelling suspension 
persuaded 743 people to place orders within 15 
minutes - 12,000 had followed suit by the end of 
the day. 

It also helped that this elegant new car’s 
designation DS was a neat pun - ‘de esse’ also 
means goddess in French. 

Fast-forward to 2010 and the compact 
hatchback DS3 that revived the prefix had had 
an equally galvanizing effect upon the sales and 
image of Citroen. 

As with the original, eye-catching design has 
been key: a blanked out section of the centre side 
pillar gives the impression that the roof is 
floating - more so if the roof section is picked out 
in a different colour or a decal. 

Customers also get access to a huge customisa¬ 
tion catalogue. 

An equally dazzling Cabrio model followed and 
while the DS3’s bigger sisters - the DS4 and 5 
- have been less successful, it came as no surprise 
that the 60th anniversary of the original DS 
model also heralded official acknowledgement of 


an badly kept secret: that ‘DS’ would become a 
brand in its own right. 

Citroen itself will continue to offer the value 
and innovation for which it has always been 
famous, while erstwhile rival and latter day 
owner cum sister brand Peugeot courts more 
upmarket clientele, leaving the new independ¬ 
ent DS brand to go after the premium market 


currently dominated by German marques. 

The first ‘proper’ DS will be an even sleeker 
facelifted DS5, which has had its suspension 
re-modelled to deliver a more even-handed 
handling and ride quality. 

However, DS models will continue to be sold 
by Citroen dealers, albeit in posh branded zones 
within the showrooms - at least for now. 


THE CAR THAT REVIVED A 
GODDESS: the DS3 supermini 
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ANYTHING 

THE HLL-NEW 

JEEP RENEGADE 


LANE DEPARTURE 

WARNING 


IS" 


ALLOY 

WHEELS 


REPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLE: JEEP RENEGADE 1.4 MULTI AIR I1140 HP LIMITED INCL. SPECIAL PASTEL PAINT AT £500 


FORWARD COLLISION 

MITIGATION PLUS 

\ . 


On the Road 

Jeep Launch 

Customer 

Amount of 

Monthly 

Optional Final Payment 

Total Amount 

Duration of 

Rate of 

Representative 

Price 

Contribution 

Deposit 

Credit 

Payment 

(inc £10 option fee) 

Payable by Customer 

Contract (months) 

Interest (Fixed) 

APR 

£22,895 

£1,000 

£6,299 

£15,596 

£199 

£9,564 

£22,828 

36 

2.47% 

2.5% 



CALL US TODAY TD ARRANGE A TEST DRIVE: 

Northgate Garage (Canterbury) LTD, Northgate, 

Canterbury, Kent CT1 1FW. tel: 01227 829930 www.northgate-group.co.uk 


MODEL SHOWN IS THE ALL-NEW JEEP RENEGADE 1.4 MULTIAIR II 140 HP LIMITED INCL. SPECIAL PASTEL PAINT AT £500. OFFICIAL FUEL CONSUMPTION FIGURES FOR JEEP RENEGADE RANGE MPG (L/100KM): EXTRA URBAN 
48.7 (5.8] - 70.6 (4.0], URBAN 32.1 (8.8) - 51.4 (5.5), COMBINED 40.9 (6.9) - 61.4 (4.6), CO, EMISSIONS: 160 - 120 G/KM . Fuel consumption and C0 2 figures are obtained for comparative purposes in accordance with EC directives/regulations and may not be representative of real-life 

driving conditions. Factors such as driving style, weather and road conditions may also have a significant effect on fuel consumption. Promotion available on the All-New Jeep Renegade models registered by 30th June 2015. Jeep Launch Contribution only available in conjunction with Jeep Horizon PCP or Jeep Hire Purchase. With Jeep 
Horizon you have the option to return the vehicle and not pay the final payment, subject to the vehicle not having exceeded an agreed annual mileage (a charge of 6p per mile for exceeding 10,000 miles per annum in this example] and being in good condition. Finance subject to status. Guarantees may be required. Terms and Conditions apply. 
At participating Dealers only. We work with a number of creditors including Jeep Financial Services. Jeep Financial Services, PO BOX 4465, Slough, SL1ORW. Jeep® is a registered trademark of FCA US LLC. 



“We needed a car 


with enough room 


for all the family 


drive24.co.uk 


Whatever the reason for finding 
your next car drive24.co.uk can help 


Visit 

www.drive24.co.uk 


Search 

for your perfect car 


Call 

your local dealers 


Look local first with drive24.co.uk 


54 Week ending May 24,2015 


kent-life.co.uk www.kentnews.co.uk 






























4x4 ability wrapped in family practicality 


Posh yet affordable new Jeep models like the Cherokee and Renegade uphold 
battlefield heritage of the famous 4x4 brand, writes Steve Loader... 



I T TOOK a while, but consumers 
now recognise that they don’t 
have to have a 4x4 lookalike 
that actually has four-wheel 
drive. 

The Noughties recession and 
soaring oil prices helped of course, 
on top of greater eco-awareness. 

But what if you still need decent 
yet affordable off-road ability 
wrapped up in a family size car? It 
would seem that Jeep - America’s 
4x4 star - has the best answer with 
the latest generation Cherokee (from 
£26,110) and an all-new budget 
model, the Renegade (from £16,995). 

Both are available with front- 
wheel drive, but Jeep - true to a 4x4 
heritage born on Second World War 
battlefields - has ensured there are 
affordable all-wheel drive versions 
that can still hack it off-road. 

But I recently drove the 140bhp 
diesel in 4x4 format and was 
impressed too by its high speed 
refinement - not something you 
expected from previous Cherokees. 

At the other extreme - a twisty 
rural lane - it showed decent grip 
and a modest yet well-controlled 
lean on the bends. 

Jeep has targeted the same blend of 
serious 4x4 clout and on-road 
practicality with the Renegade, 
aimed at recruiting younger 


customers who might later upgrade 
to other Jeep models. 

It’s Jeep’s first entry into the small 
SUV cum crossover sector dominated 
by Nissan’s Qashqai and Juke, with 
other key rivals being the Skoda Yeti 
and Vauxhall Mokka. 

The potential edge for the Ren¬ 
egade is Jeep’s 4x4 image - high¬ 


lighted by the long-running Jeep 
Wrangler - and availability from 
£16,995 for the front-wheel drive 
only 1.6-litre eTorq Evo llOhp Sport. 

Even the highly specified 2.0-litre 
MJet 170hp 4x4 Auto Low Trailhawk 
flagship model costs just £27,995 and 
brings 17-inch alloys, dual-zone 
climate control, underbody protec¬ 



tion, heated front seats and steering 
wheel, leather upholstery and rear 
parking sensors. 

Interestingly though, for this 
all-American brand, the Renegade is 
the first model in the brand’s history 
to be built in Italy - home of Jeep’s 
modern day parent Fiat. 

It is also the first vehicle from the 


Jeep Renegade 1.6-litre 
eTorq Evo llOhp Sport 


Price: 

from £16,995 

Driving appeal: 

★★★ 

Image: 

★★★★★ 

Space: 

★★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★★ 

Best rival: 

Skoda Yeti 


new Fiat Chrysler Automobiles 
conglomerate to be developed jointly 
by Italian and American designers 
and engineers; not so strange though 
when you remember that Fiat’s small 
Panda 4x4 has long been revered for 
its own off-road prowess. 

Naturally, Jeep claims the 
newcomer is the right size for both 
city and countryside, offering 
best-in-class interior roominess, 
good on-road dynamics and supreme 
off-road capabilities in 4x4 form. It 
has a five-star Euro NCAP safety 
rating too and is the first in class to 
offer a nine-speed automatic 
transmission. 

The car is also distinctively ‘Jeep’ 
with its round headlamps, signature 
seven-slot grille and trapezoidal 
wheel arches. 

Can it conquer like the original 
though? We wait to see. 



BE RENEGADE 

THE ALL-NEW JEEP RENEGADE. 


■xmuuu e. 



<V 

I 


Versatile and thrilling, it’s unlike any compact SUV you’ve ever driven. Get ready to Be Renegade. 

REPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLE ALL-NEW JEEP RENEGADE 1.6 MULTIJET II 120 HP SPORT INCL. SPECIAL PASTEL PAINT AT £500 


Monthly 

Payment 

On the 
Road Price 

Jeep Introductory 
Launch 
Contribution 

Customer 

Deposit 

Amount 
of Credit 

Optional Final 
Payment (inc £10 
option fee) 

Totai^ 
Payable by 
Customer 

Duration of 
Contract 
(months) 

Rate of 
Interest 
(fixed) 

Representative 

APR 

£199 

£19,195 

£1,000 

£4,119 

£14,076 

£8,352 

j £19,436 

36 

3.71% 

3.7% APR 



Call us today to arrange a Test Drive: 

Lipscomb Aylesford, Performance House, Forstal Road, Aylesford, Kent ME20 7XA. 
Tel: 01622 238390 lipscomb.co.uk 


Jeep 


Jeep 8 with 



OFFICIAL FUEL CONSUMPFION FIGURES FOR JEEP RENEGADE RANGE MPGIL/100KM): EXFRA URBAN 48.7 (5.81 - 70.6 (4.0), URBAN 32.1 (8.8) - 51.4 (5.5), COMBINED 40.9 (6.9) - 61.4 (4.6), 

C0 2 EMISSIONS: 160 - 120 G/KM . Model shown Jeep Renegade 1.6 MultiJet I1120 hp Sport incl.Special Pastel Paint at £500. Fuel consumption and C0 2 figures are obtained for comparative purposes in accordance with EC directives/ regulations and may not be representative of real-life driving conditions. 
Factors such as driving style, weather and road conditions may also have a significant effect on fuel consumption. Promotion available on new Renegade models registered by 30th June 2015. Introductory Launch Contribution only available in conjunction with Jeep Horizon PCP or Jeep Hire Purchase. With Jeep Horizon you have 
the option to return the vehicle and not pay the final payment, subject to the vehicle not having exceeded an agreed annual mileage (a charge of 6p per mile for exceeding 10,000 miles per annum in this example) and being in good condition. Finance subject to status. Guarantees may be required. Terms and Conditions apply. At 
participating Dealers only. Jeep Financial Services, P0 BOX 4465, Slough, SL1ORW. We work with a number of creditors including Jeep Financial Services. Jeep® is a registered trademark of Fiat Chrysler Automobiles US LLC. 
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60TH ANNIVERSARY 

60 RETURN TRIPS TO PARIS r 

60 DAY SPECIAL OFFER 

THE FIRST 60 DS ORDERS WILL RECEIVE ; 

TWO RETURN TICKETS TO PARIS 




EXCLUSIVELY AT BARRETTS CITROEN 

DS RANGE FROM JUST £88 PER MONTH 

BARRETTS CITROEN, WESTMINSTER ROAD, CANTERBURY, KENT, CT1 1YY ciTROEn 

CALL TODAY: 01227 828999 / SALES@BARRETTSCITROEN.CO.uk 


THIS IS YOUR TICKET TO PARIS 

CUT ME OUT AND TAKE ME TO BARRETTS CITROEN 

Alternatively call or email us using offercode: ' 

01227 828999/ sales@barrQttsCitroen.co.uL 

WwE ui in ihc showroom lor lull terms and conditions 


THIS IS YOUR TICKET TO PARIS 

CUT ME OUT AND TAKE ME TO BARRETTS OTROEN 

Alternatively call or email us using offorcode: 

012 27 828999 / sales@barrettscitroen,co.uk 

L-VfaH in the ^herwraom Ibf full temm ,i-nd conditions 
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Going 'eco' is economical too 


E lectric or maybe 

hydrogen-powered cars 
might be motoring’s 
future, but the practical¬ 
ity and infrastructure 
for either is some way off. 

Which leaves us making the best 
of what we’ve got now - the 
internal combustion engine. 

And it’s had a makeover since 
global warming was identified: 
power and economy have soared, 
while C02 emissions have come 
fallen - you can be ecological and 
economical at the same time. 

It makes you wonder why 
carmakers didn’t do all this before 
- perhaps some legislative boots up 
the rear end did the trick? 

Anyway, it means that large 
family cars and MPVs are now 
capable of an average fuel con¬ 
sumption close to where super¬ 
minis were just a few years ago, 
and it isn’t all to do with the engine 
either; low rolling resistance tyres, 
lighter oils, better aerodynamics 
and weight-saving techniques all 
help modern eco-friendly cars 
eke out every increasingly 
expensive litre of fuel, while 
lowering emissions. 

It is timely too that some 
carmakers have pioneered 
hybrid cars, marrying 
ultra-efficient piston 
engines with electric 


motors, to deliver the best of both 
worlds. Meanwhile, standalone 
electric vehicles are coming on: 
prices are 


coming down - the Government 
also chips in a £5,000 grant - and 
the range between charges is 
climbing as battery 

HAVE YOUR 
CAKE AND EAT 

IT: a small 
turbocharged 
petrol engine 
makes Alfa 
Romeo’s 
MiTo 
TwinAir 
sporty yet 
economical 


SAVE IN STYLE: 

versions of the 
Renault Captur 
crossover have an 
official combined 
fuel consumption 
of 76.3mpg 

technology rises. 

Apart from fuel prices and eco 
worries, the Government is also 
persuading us to downsize into 
smaller and cleaner cars through 
tougher road tax bandings ranging 
from zero to £505/year. 

The ceiling can be even higher in 
year one, when buying a new ‘gas 
guzzler’ model attracts a £1,100 
hit via the so-called ‘showroom 
tax’. Mind you, anyone who can 
afford a luxury model with that 
kind of thirst surely won’t be put 
off by extra outlay like that - ech¬ 
oes of “let them eat cake”. 



THANKS MUM 6 DAD, 
I DIDN’T MEAN ANY OP 
THE BAD THINGS I’VE 
EVER SAID ABOUT YOU’ 


OWN * INSURE • SERVICE 
LOW MONTHLY PAYMENTS 

C REPRESENTATIVE 3.9% APR) 


For once, parents and lovely off-spring 
can agree, driving a Fiat 500 has never 
been more of a breeze. Low monthly 
payments* give you 3 years peace of 
mind. With servicing* and telematics 
insurance* included, you just turn the 
key and off you go. Harmony, it 
seems, is a car called the Fiat 500. 

For more information visit 
fiat500withinsurance.co.uk. 


NORTHGATE CANTERBURY, 1 WESTMINSTER ROAD, CANTERBURY, KENT C T1 1 YY. 

TEL: 0 1 227 828200 W W W. N 0 R T H G AT E - G R 0 U P. C 0 . U K 

Fuel consumption figures for Fiat 500 range in mpg (1/100km): Urban 49.6 (5.7) - 64.2 (4.4); Extra Urban 65.7 (4.3) - 91.1 (3.1); Combined 58.9 (4.8) - 76.3 (3.7). 

C0 2 emissions 113-90 g/km. Fuel consumption and C0 2 figures based on standard EU tests for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. ‘Finance subject to status. Guarantees may be required. Fiat Financial Services 
PO BOX 4465, Slough, SL1 0RW. f The servicing plan includes three annual services, authorised service stamps and any product or software update. This plan includes all the parts, labour and fluids required to perform the service schedule created for your car. A Fixed 
price telematics insurance from Carrot Insurance subject to status. Underwritten by Zurich Insurance pic. Promotion available for customers aged 18 to 30, on new Fiat 500 1.2 hatchback models (excluding limited editions). Excess mileage charges apply. 
The package consists of two separate Fiat Financial Services agreements with a blended representative 3.9%APR. The first agreement is a Fiat i-Deal POP agreement with the servicing plan included; this is a three year agreement at representative 2.4% APR. The second 
agreement is a personal loan for the insurance; this is a one year agreement which will be renewed annually for 3 years at representative 9.49%APR, subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. Go to www.fiat500withinsurance.co.uk for full details. We work with a 
number of creditors including Fiat Financial Services. 
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Economical Special 


For more cars visit 

drive24.co.uk 


mOTORS 

Search Smart. Buy Right .CO.Uk 


Petrol stages a fight back against diesel 

D IESEL has been the 

wonder fuel of the past 
decade or so. 

Once associated only 
with trucks and taxis, it 
now powers luxury cars and even 
sports models. 

New diesel cars have also over¬ 
taken petrol as the first choice with 
UK buyers; the switch was encour¬ 
aged by cheapness of the fuel, greater 
mpg and the better low down pulling 
power of the engines, plus their 
ability to meet tightening emissions 
legislation. 

However, diesel fuel now com¬ 
mands an increasing premium 
against petrol and there are doubts 
whether the engines can continue to 
meet ever-tougher emission laws, 
especially with attention turning to 
the diesel’s NOX (Nitrous Oxides) 
emissions - a major contributor to 
city smog and respiratory problems. 

Meanwhile, petrol power has hit 
back with smaller, lighter and 
cleaner engines with turbocharging 
for extra flexibility. 

As the vehicle downsizing trend 
gathers pace, petrol makes great 
sense on small cars anyway because 
the engines are usually much lighter 
than diesel equivalents, making 
them nimbler and nicer to drive as 
well as easier on front-end mechani¬ 
cals and tyres. 

As you go up the scale in size 



OR MAYBE ELEC¬ 
TRIC?: Renault’s 
little Zoe electric 
supermini has won 
a string of awards - 
looks chic too 


DIESEL OR 
PETROL? you can 

have either with the 
versatile Fiat Panda - 
one of the great eco 
motors 


though, it might seem better to go for 
a diesel, though a new generation 
lightweight turbocharged petrol 
engine might be just as effective. 

The key is to tot up your likely 
mileages over the years that you own 
the car - the diesel may be more 
economical, but price at the pumps 
and the extra cost of buying the new 
vehicle might make the petrol a 


better bet. 

Or you could hedge those bets with 
a hybrid. The technology partners 
conventional engines with electric 
units. 

Or you could go the whole hog and 
buy electric; range between charges 
might be an issue, but there is no 
cheaper power source if you mainly 
do local hops and shops. 



Official fuel consumption figures for the MiTo & Giulietta range: Urban 28.8 - 64.2 mpg (9.8 - 4.4 l/100km); Extra Urban 53.3 - 97.4 mpg (5.3 - 2.9 l/100km); Combined 40.4 - 80.7 mpg (7.0 - 3.5 l/100km). 

C0 2 emissions 162 - 90 g/km. Fuel consumption and C0 2 figures are obtained for comparative purposes in accordance with EC directives/regulations and may not be representative of real-life driving conditions. 

’Models shown: MiTo 1.4 78 hp Progression at £13,235 OTR including Alfa Red Paint at £475 based on Personal Contract Hire, with an initial rental of £2,980 followed by 47 monthly rentals of £149. Giulietta 1.4 TB 120 hp Progression at £18,960 0TR including Alfa Red Paint at £510 based on Personal Contract Hire, with an initial rental of 
£4,179 followed by 47 monthly rentals of £199. Rentals shown above include VAT and exclude maintenance and are based on 6,000 miles per annum. Excess mileage charges apply. Vehicles must be registered by 30th June 2015. Promotion subject to status. A guarantee maybe required, Alfa Romeo Contract Hire, P0 BOX 4590, Slough, SL10WU. 
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mOTORS 


Economical Special 


Simple steps can help with eco savings 


/ 



MAINTAIN IT: even an efficient hatchback like this Alfa Romeo Giulietta is cheaper to run if service are kept up 


E VEN the most miserly of 
new cars cannot deliver 
the best savings unless 
there’s help from the 
owner and driver. 

So, slash pounds off your motoring 
bills by smarter driving and journey 
planning. 

Avoid short journeys; a cold 
engine wastes fuel and can produce 
60 per cent more pollution than a 
warm one, while short trips incur 
extra servicing and wear the engine 
faster. 

If you must drive, then drive off 
immediately rather than idling the 
engine. It will warm up faster, use 
less fuel and pump out less C02. In 
winter, this also helps the car heater 
warm faster, though windscreens 
must be fully defrosted before setting 
off. 

Other moneysavers are: 

• Plan your route to save strain on 
car and driver. Take the most direct 
route - a sat nav can help - and go off 
peak if possible. If you commute, 
think about car sharing, ‘Park and 
Ride’ bus schemes or other public 
transport. 

• Have your vehicle serviced 
regularly. Neglected engines reduce 
fuel economy by ten per cent or 
more. Catalytic converters clean 
emissions, but only when properly 
maintained. 

• Check tyres. Under-inflated tyres 



BOX CLEVER: intelligent gearch¬ 
anges can make cars like this Fiat 
500 TwinAir even more miserly 


need replacing more often (itself an 
environmental problem), are danger¬ 
ous and waste fuel. Check pressures 
weekly. 

• Obey speed limits to save money 
and stay legal. ‘Feather’ the throttle 
as you reach cruising speed; 55mph 
uses 25 per cent less fuel than 
70mph and a smoother driving style 
saves fuel. 

• Accelerate briskly without racing 
the engine. Pulling away too fast 
uses up to 60 per cent more fuel. 
Intelligent gearchanges at modest 
engine speeds can save up to 15 per 
cent in fuel. 

• Reduce drag. Remove roof racks 
and carriers when not in use. Open 
windows cause drag and lower fuel 
economy. Remove unnecessary and 
heavy boot luggage and accessories 
and wide tyres that add rolling 
resistance. Air conditioning costs 


fuel, so try to use the fan and vents 
unassisted. 

• Think ahead. There is no point 
rushing and then having to brake 


suddenly. 

• Be a tank miser. Why fill the tank 
to the brim and carry more weight 
than is necessary? 


• Avoid zero mpg. If you don’t have 
auto stop/start, turn off the engine 
after two minutes to save fuel and 
emissions if stuck in a jam. 


PASSION FOR LIFE 


RENAULT ZOE DYNAMIQUE INTENS 

•Up to 130 mile range (NEDC) § 

• Less than 2p per mile" 

• 4-year warranty 1 

FROM £89 PER MONTH PLUS MANDATORY BATTERY HIRE OF £45 PER MONTH* 
3.9% APR REPRESENTATIVE 



REPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLE 


36 monthly payments of 

£89 

Cash price 

£15,043 

Total amount of credit 

£9,384 

Optional final payment 

£6,900 

Total amount payable 

£16,011 

Fixed interest rate p.a. 2.90% 

Customer deposit 

£599 

Dealer deposit contribution 

£5,060 

Finance facility fee 

£99 

Option to purchase fee 

£149 

Duration (months) 

37 

3.9% APR representative 


Renault ZOE C0 2 while driving: 0, mpg: n/a. 

Finance provided by Renault Finance, P0 Box 149, Watford WD17 1FJ. Subject to status. Guarantees and indemnities may be required. You must be at least 18 and a UK resident (excluding the Channel Islands). Terms and conditions apply. Our dealership introduces 
customers to a limited number of financial providers including Renault Finance. Offer based on 6,000 miles per annum, excess mileage 8p per mile inc VAT. ‘Renault ZOE offer includes the UK government’s plug-in car grant (PiCG). Mandatory battery hire based on 750 
miles per calendar quarter excess miles 30p per mile including VAT. You will not own the battery. Visit renault.co.uk/zoe for full terms and conditions. f4-year warranty applies to new vehicles when ordered from a UK Renault approved dealer. Warranty up to 4 
years/100,000 miles (whichever comes first). For full warranty terms and conditions visit www.renault.co.uk/warranty. §NEDC is a standard European measurement of emissions and consumption. Range is influenced by several factors including speed, driving style, 
road conditions, use of electric accessories and external temperature. “Running cost figure based on (a) overnight electricity charges (British Gas off-peak Saver 3 unit rates for payment via DD as at 29/1/2015) and (b) a range of up to 130 miles per full charge. Offers 
cannot be used with other schemes or finance offers and are available when ordered and registered by 30 June 2015. 



MOTORLINE MAIDSTONE 

MOTORLINE CANTERBURY 

MOTORLINE ASHFORD 



BIRCH0LT ROAD, PARKW00D 

WESTMINSTER ROAD 

HILTON ROAD U]7 

7 

DRIVER 

MAIDSTONE ME15 9XY 

CANTERBURY CT1 1YY 

ASHFORD TN231EW ® 


P^WER 


TEL 0844 822 7112 TEL 0844 822 7100 TEL 0844 822 7094 WWW.MOTORUNE.CO.UK/RENAULT Best for running costs 
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Spencer Private Hospitals are two hospitals situated in East Kent. The larger of the two hospitals is 
a 22 bed independent hospital situated at the QEQM Hospital in Margate, whilst the second hospital 
is a 4 bed independent hospital based at the William Harvey Hospital in Ashford. Both hospitals 
have a reputation for providing excellent medical and surgical facilities supported by Specialist 
Consultants, Specialist Nurses and Physiotherapists. We have state of the art diagnostic equipment 
and exceptionally high standards of nursing care. 


The continuing growth of our business has resulted in a vacancy for the following staff: 

Business Office Administrator - Dover 

Full time Hours: 37.5 per week Closing date: 29/05/2015 
Salary: £16,487.75 per annum 

Qualifications and Experience 

• Maths and English GCSE A*-C or equivalent 

• 2 years’ experience working within an Administrative environment 

• Good IT Skills 

• Excellent Customer Service skills 

• Experience in the health sector desirable 

Interviews for this role will be held on 9th June 2015 

To discuss this opportunity, or to arrange an informal visit, 

please contact: Danielle Edwards, Business Office Supervisor, on 01304 245955 

or Danielle.edwards@spencerhospitals.com 

Medical Audio Typist/ Admin Support - Margate 

Full time Hours: 37.5 per week Closing date: 05/06/2015 
Salary: £17,597.25 per annum 

Qualifications 

• Maths and English GCSE A*-C or equivalent 

• Previous Medical Audio Typing and experience working in a medical environment 

• Excellent IT skills (Word, Excel) 

• Excellent Customer Service Skills 

Interviews for this role will be held on 11th June 2015 

To discuss this opportunity, or to arrange an informal visit, please contact: Julie 
Pain, Administration Supervisor, 01843 234558 
orJulie.pain@spencerhospitals.com 

Medical Secretary - Margate 

Full time Hours: 37.5 per week Closing date: 05/06/2015 
Salary: £19,552.50 per annum 
Qualifications and Experience 

• Maths and English GCSE A*-C Grade 

• Excellent Customer Service Skills 

• 2 years’ experience working in a medical environment 

• Excellent IT skills (Word, Excel) 

Interviews for this role will be held on 12th June 2015 

To discuss this opportunity, or to arrange an informal visit, please contact: Julie 

Pain, Administration Supervisor, 01843 234558 

orJulie.pain@spencerhospitals.com 

For a job description and application form please visit 

www.spencerprivatehospitals.com/careers 

Alternatively, please contact Justine Whittle, HR Assistant 

Telephone: 01304 245943 

E-mail: recruitment@spencerhospitals.com 


Spencer Private Hospitals is an equal opportunity employer. These positions 
is subject to a Disclosure and Barring check. 

Spencer i IlffiBCOCZDBS 
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SCHOOL BUSINESS MANAGER 
P06: £41,139 - £43,877 37hrs per week, All Year Round 
BRADSTOW SCHOOL 

Seeking a Creative, Committed and Enthusiastic School Business Manager, to join us in September 2015. 

If you would like to join our team we are confident that you will find this the most satisfying job you have ever undertaken. 

Bradstow is an exciting and unique residential school registered as a Children’s Home for children between the ages of 5 & 19. It is set in 13 acres of 
parkland within a few hundred metres of the sandy beaches of Broadstairs. We endeavour to meet the needs of children with autism and severe learning 
difficulties, many of whom have associated challenging behaviours. We have achieved international recognition for our leadership, supporting our people 
and for our developments in Functional Communication and Positive Behaviour Support. 

You will be responsible to the Headteacher for leading and developing the business and financial strategies of the school, whilst leading an efficient and 
effective range of support services to underpin the key function of the school. 

You will be a member of the Senior Leadership Team and contribute significantly to the continuous improvement of the school’s key processes as a leader 
in the school. With a proven track record of leadership, with at least three years’ experience in middle management and holding a recognised management 
qualification, you will lead all support service areas and have overall management responsibility for: Office Administration, Finance, Human Resources, 
Premises and Facilities, Housekeeping Services and ICT Infrastructure. 

You will be provided with an extended and ongoing package of induction and training, and will commit to achieving, within 3 years, or already hold the 
Certificate of School Business Management (NCSL). We believe that staff training and professional development, together with the other staff support 
systems in place, are essential in our specialised field and are at the core of the success of the School. 

You will also be encouraged and supported to extend your skills and knowledge by undertaking further studies, including the Diploma of School Business 
Management, for which a review of salary would be considered. 

If you would like to join our team and help us to continue to transform the lives of these children and their families, please contact us. Working at Bradstow 
will be challenging and you will need to be committed to the needs of the young people and the school. In return we offer you a highly rewarding and 
satisfying career which will both develop your skills and prepare you for senior and/or specialist leadership posts as your career develops - with quite a bit 
of fun thrown in as well! 

For an application form and information pack please email personnel@bradstow.wandsworth.sch.uk 

Please note that CYs will not be considered. 

Applications should be received by midnight, Thursday 4th June 2015 

We welcome visits to the school prior to your application, and a relocation package may be available to the right candidate. 

Bradstow is committed to safeguarding and protecting the welfare of children & young people, and all posts are subject to an enhanced DBS check. 


S^Kent on Sunday 

J 
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Westlands school 

Westlands Avenue, Sittingbourne, Kent. ME10 1PF 
A member of Swale Academies Trust 

TRAINEE SCIENCE TECHNICIAN 

Required as soon as possible 
35 hours per week, term time only 

Salary starting at £14,671 - £16,633 pa (pro-rata) (equal to £11,443 - £12,973) 

We seek to appoint a trainee Science Technician to join our team of staff who are responsible for 
providing technical support in science subjects (KS3, KS4, A Level, BTEC) and to coordinate the use 
of practical resources and facilities in the Science Department. 

The successful candidate will receive in-house and external training to support their development in 
becoming fully effective in this role. Previous experience is not required, but an interest in Science, a 
willingness to learn and a team spirit is essential. 

Duties will include: 

- running trials of experiments prior to classes and then demonstrating techniques for experiments; 

- preparing equipment and chemicals before lessons - from test tubes to microscopes; 

- maintaining and repairing equipment and laboratory apparatus; 

- ensuring that equipment is properly cleaned and that chemicals and other materials are 
appropriately stored; 

- ensuring that all health and safety procedures are understood and followed correctly; 

Ofsted 2012 

Achievement is outstanding 
Teaching is outstanding 
Behaviour is outstanding 
Leadership is outstanding 

Recruitment packs are available from Westlands School or online (www.swaleacademiestrust.org.uk). 
Please note, we cannot accept CVs without an application form. Closing date: 28 May 2015 (noon). 
Swale Academies Trust is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and 
young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. 

This post is subject to an enhanced DBS check. 

Contact Details 

Tel: 01795 477475 Fax: 01795 479461 I Emailswa@westlands.kent.sch.uk 
Trust Principal: Mr J Whitcombe MA I Headteacher: Mr S Cox MA 

Swale Academies Trust Company No 7344732 fa 

Registered Office: Ashdown House, Johnson Road, Sittingbourne, Kent ME101JS S. 
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Chaucer College Canterbury 

Chaucer College Canterbury 
HOMESTAY FAMILIES WANTED 

EXCELLENT RATES OF PAY 

This Japanese College on University 
Road, Canterbury is looking for host 
families, 

1 or 2 students for regular two week 
periods. Must be located either in 
Canterbury or surrounding areas. 
Interested families should contact the 
college for an informal discussion on 
01227 787800, or email: 
d.conroy@chaucercollege.co.uk 

or alternatively visit our website 
www.chaucercollege.co.uk/recruitment.html 


For more Job Opportunities 

visit us online ot . . . 
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ASHFORD: CANTERBURY: FOLKESTONE: 

6-7 JUNE | 6-7 AUGUST | 24-25 OCT. 

Learn how to take blood 

TRAIN AS A PHLEBOTOMIST 


Introduction to Phlebotomy 
TWO DAY COURSES 


No previous experience necessary ^ 

m 5, HIGH DEMAND IN HOSPITALS, G.P. SURGERIES, Gmpiice 
‘ ^7 ‘ COMMUNITY, PRIVATE SECTOR, MILITARY, ETC. Training 


www.gGOp3CG.com 


NATIONALLY ACCREDITED COURSES 


HELP URGENTLY 

required 


Tuition and fees paid for first year London University 
International Degree in Politics or Sociology or 
Business Studies, in return for office help including 
computer/paper filing based in Sittingbourne. 
Minimum of 5 GCSEs or equivalent required . 

See website (www.davidjohnspurling.com) 
for further information about the business. 

Apply in writing to the address below. 

David Spurling, 13 Periwinkle Close, Sittingbourne, 
MElO 2JT. Closing date 4th June 2015 


Aiding Independence Ltd 

"Supporting People to Live Independently" 

We are looking for 

FULL TIME SUPPORT WORKERS 

To support adults with a learning disability with all aspects of their 
daily living and personal care. 

You must be flexible, available to work any 5 days out of 7 
including weekends, early mornings, evenings and sleep in duties 
on a rota basis. 

Experience preferred, however, training will be provided. 
Hourly pay £7.50 per hour. 

For an application formplease call 01227 741006 
or email: aidingindependence11@btconnect.com 
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As one of the leading specialists for food logistics in Europe 
with more than 100 locations in 16 European countries, we 
offer you all prerequisites for your professional success. Each 
day approx. 11,000 employees contribute to provide the 
products of our customers at the right temperature to the right 
place at the right time. We appreciate this performance and 
therefore permanently invest in the training of our employees. 


Tasks: LGV Driving Positions 
Depot Location: 

Nagel Langdons - DOVER 
Various Shift Patterns 


Cat C and Cat C+E LGV Drivers - Various Shifts 
Reporting to Depot Management Team 


Type of contract: Permanent 


Your Responsibilities: 

• C or C+E LGV Driving licence 

• Hold an in date digital 
tachograph card 

• Hold an in date Driver 
Qualification Card DCPC 

• Distribution operations 

• Good knowledge of working 
time directive and tachograph 
legislation 

• Ability to engage with 
customers and delivery points. 

• Creative and able to deal with 
ambiguity to find effective 
solutions to constraints such 
as, tight time scales and 
changes to plans. 


Your Profile: 

• Ability to use initiative 

• Calm under pressure 

• Motivated 

• Good personal organisation 

• Team worker 


Our Offer: 

You can expect an exciting 
job in the logistics Industry. 
You will receive a structured 
Induction and continued on 
and off the job training and 
support 

We offer you an employment 
relationship with attractive 
conditions 

in a family-owned company. 


www.nagel-group.com 


BRADSTOW SCHOOL 

Bradstow is a creative and unique residential school for children between the ages of 5 & 19. It is situated 
in 13 acres of parkland just a few hundred metres from the sandy beaches of Broadstairs.We seek to 
meet the needs of children and young people with autism and severe learning difficulties with associated 
behaviours that may be challenging. We have achieved national recognition for our developments in 
Communication and Behaviour Management. 

HOUSEPARENT- EXTENDED PROVISION 

Working as part of the childcare team, this role involves providing care and support to students 
mornings,evenings and weekends being a student’s Keyworker and some management responsibility. 
£22,442 - £25,416 pa - 41 hours per week, All Year Round 

TEAM SUPPORT WORKERS - Residential Care 

As part of the childcare team, these roles involve providing care and support to the children 
and young people in childcare teams mornings, evenings and weekends.These roles are aimed at 
candidates with some experience of Care work. 

£ 14,338 - £ 15,207 plus 10% pa - 41 hours per week, (including weekends) 

- Term time only, plus 2 weeks * 

CHILDCARE SUPPORT ASSISTANTS 

As part of the childcare teams, these roles involve providing care and support to the children and 
young people mornings, evenings and weekends. No experience required,full training will be given.. 
£ I 1,752 - £ 12,085 plus 10% pa - 36.5 hours per week, 

(including weekends - more hours available) - Term time only, plus 2 weeks* 

FLEXIBANKTEAM SUPPORT WORKERS 

To provide additional support a cover within either the classrooms or residences. 

Flexi-bank - £7.43 per hour - When required 
(up to 41 hours per week including split shifts and weekends) 

*For these roles there will also be up to a maximum of two weeks for the school’s 
respite care provision if required, for which extra payment would be paid. 

For all posts we look for candidates who are mature, warm, creative and open to learning with a 
patient and caring attitude to deal sensitively with vulnerable children. 

We are committed to sustainability and preserving the environment and therefore encourage 
applications by email, so for an application form and information pack please email 
personnel@bradstow.wandsworth.sch.uk. 

Or you may call 01843 608727 (24 hour recruitment answer machine). 

Please note that CVs will not be considered. 




The closing date for all applications is midnight Thursday I Ith June 2015. 
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LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


HIGHWAYS ACT 1980 - SECTION 116 
STOPPING UP OF LAND AT SITTINGBOURNE 
INDUSTRIAL PARK, EUROLINK WAY, 
SITTINGBOURNE 

I AM GIVING NOTICE THAT The Kent County Council 
as Highway Authority for the County of Kent propose to 
make an application to the Magistrates’ sitting at Maidstone 
Magistrates’ Court on 9 July 2015 at 14:00 for an Order 
under Section 116 of the Highways Act 1980 to extinguish 
highway rights on the grounds that they are unnecessary on 
land at Land at Sittingbourne Industrial Park as edged red on 
the plan on deposit. 

A copy of the draft order and the plan referred to are on 
deposit, and can be seen during normal office hours, at the 
main reception of The Kent County Council at Sessions 
House, County Hall, Maidstone, KentME14 1XQ. 

Any person to whom this Notice has been given or who uses 
the highway specified or who would be aggrieved by the 
making of the Order may appear before the Magistrates’ 
Court to raise an objection or make a representation on 
the application. Any person intending to appear before 
the Magistrates’ Court at the hearing of the application is 
requested to inform Charlotte Morgan GCILEx by post 
to Legal Services, The Kent County Council, Sessions 
House, County Hall, Maidstone, Kent ME14 1XQ, by email 
charlotte.morgan2@kent.gov.uk, or by telephone 03000 
416689 before 29 June 2015 quoting reference number 
LS/21/103074/419. 

If you require further information or would like to discuss 
this matter, please contact Charlotte Morgan GCILEx using 
the contact details shown above. 

JOHN BURR 

DIRECTOR OF HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION 

Traffic Schemes & Member 
Highway Fund 
Ashford Highway Depot 
Henwood Industrial Estate 
Javelin Way 
Ashford 

Kent TN24 8AD 


Kent 

County 

Council 

kent.gov.uk 



Licensing Act 2003: 
Application to vary Premises Licence 

Notice is hereby given that Oliver Stevens has 
applied to the Tunbridge Wells Borough Council on 
5th May 2015 to vary the premises licence for The 
Velo House, 5, St Johns Road, Tunbridge Wells, 
Kent TN4 9TN 

In respect of pre-booked or pre-arranged events only 
that may be held on a Friday or Saturday to 

1. Per mi t the sale the alcohol daily from 08.00 - 
00.30 

2. Permit provision of late night refreshment from 
23.00-00.30 

3. Permit the premises remain open from 08.00 until 
01.00 

The application can be viewed at the offices of the 
Licensing Authority, The Town Hall, Tunbridge 
Wells, Kent TNI IRS between 9.00 a.m., and 4.00 
p.m. Monday - Friday (except public holidays) or 
by visiting www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/Licensing and 
following the link to the public register. 

Any person who wishes to make a representation 
in relation to this application must give notice 
in writing to the above local authority of his/her 
representation by 10th June 2015 (28 days the day 
after the application is received by the licensing 
department) stating the grounds for making said 
representation. 

The Licensing Authority must receive representations 
by the date given above. Representations must relate 
to one or more of the four licensing objectives: THE 
PREVENTION OF CRIME AND DISORDER, 
PUBLIC SAFETY, THE PREVENTION OF 
PUBLIC NUISANCE, and OR THE PROTECTION 
OF CHILDREN FROM HARM. 

It is an offence, under section 158 of the Licensing 
Act 2003, to knowingly or recklessly make a false 
statement in or in connection with an application for 
premises licence and the maximum fine on being 
convicted of such an offence is £5000. 

Stephen Thomas LAW, Solicitors for the Applicant, 
8, Grassmere, Leybourne, Kent ME19 5QP 


We look forward to your application! 

Please send your completed documents including salary requirement and earliest availability 
by e-mail to: kevin.pout@nagel-langdons.co.uk 
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Place your advert call: 

0844 887 2316 

and follow the simple instructions 

To Place your ad 
by text 

Simply text REG followed by 
your first name, date of birth, 
area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 
FREE Standard Network rates apply. 


To Reply to members 
from your landline call: 

0906 515 7112 

calls cost £1.53 per min 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 



YOUR local dating service, run by the 

dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR area.. 


For a quicker service from your 

moblie call: 0906 500 5650 

calls cost £1.53 per minute plus network charges 

Or Text.. REPLY2 (leave a space) the six-digit 
box number (leave a space) and then enter your 
message & send to 80098 eg: REPLY2 123456 
hi get in touch ... then send to 80098 Success¬ 
fully forwarded messages cost £1.50 per message 
(Max 160 characters). You must exchange 7 messages 
each before you can swap contact details. Messages 
may be moderated for your safety and security. 


ESSSEHBBS3BBB3! 

mum f• PETITE blonde, blue eyes, very PAT blonde bl 

Women Seekmgm 


Been left a message? 
Pickup your replies 
on: 

0906 515 7114 

calls cost £1.53 per min 


Date ONLINE 

YOU can now 
date online or 
via your mobile 

Simply VISIT 
us at: 

www.bbjournal24.mydate24.co.uk 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.53 
per minute plus network 
extras. Texts cost £1.50 oer 
message sent. 


BLONDE female, 5ft 1 ins, size 
12 , likes meals out, drinks, 
nights in, walks, seeks male. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
409025 | 

DISCREET lady, 42yrs wants to 
make you happy, come to me 
and let me do that for you. 
ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 1915 
Box 409901 

JAN 63, young at heart, petite, 
5ft 2ins, brown hair, blue eyes, 
GSOH, likes cooking, country¬ 
side, travel, days out, seeks 
easy going male, 60-70. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416349 § 

JANINE 36, faithful, sincere, 
will never stray seeking similar 
male. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 4146291 
GORGEOUS flower, Ashford 
Kent, 51, larger lady, large per¬ 
sonality, easy going, seeks 
male who likes dogs, animals 
for relationship. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 417435 | 
SOPHIA young 40yrs, married 
but bored, seeks discreet adult 
fun, any area, all calls 
answered. Tel No: 0906 500 

1912 Box 413399 

KATIE, 5ft 5, slim dark hair, very 
attractive female, likes most 
things in life and a good laugh, 
looking for a similar male. Text 
only to Mailbox No: 4722127 
ADVENTUROUS sexy lady, 
38yrs, married but seeks no 
strings fun with discreet man, 
any age. I’m tall, slim and dom¬ 
inant. Aca. Tel No: 0906 500 

1913 Box 415301 

NICE female looking for decent 
genuine male for friendship to 
start out with. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4710874 
ANNE, mid 40's, cheerful busty 
curvy affectionate real woman! 
Seeks gent, any age or looks for 
nights at mine. Tel No: 0906 
500 1914 Box 410291 


eyes, very PAT blonde blue eyed curvy, cud- DEE lonely divorced female, si 
feminine and sensual seeks dly female, attractive, likes swim- bubbly, attractive redhead, loves 
younger male for friendship and ming, gardening, holidays, my cuddles, looking for a man who 

discreet fun. Can accommodate, job/home, looking for happiness can restore my faith in love and 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: with quiet content grounded male, make me laugh. Tel No: 0906 515 
4160771 Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 7112 Box No: 414961 g 

SARAH 29yr old pretty slim single 415533 ® 

mum of one, interesting, lively, MANDY 35, petite attractive slim but for your eyes-only! likes hors- 
good fun, enjoys nights in/out, female with very GSOH, likes to es - keeping fit, gardening looking 
ALISON 39, petite with long music, seeking similar easy going, keep fiti mea | s in/out) WLTM gen . for genuine love interest and corn- 

brown hair, hazel eyes, very lov- genuine, honest man/dad to get to uine child friendly guy/dad for fun panionship. Tel No: 0906 515 

ing, seeking similar male for an know. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box tjmes together Tel No- 0906 515 7112 Box No: 414721 $ 

uncomplicated relationship. Tel No:415841g 7112 Box No: 415513 g TERI separated single lady, 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: - 


ANGIE attractive nurse 39yrs, 


blonde, blue eyes, slim, 


getic relationship. Tel No: 0! 

515 7112 Box No: 416497 £ 


...... ... . JACKIE very pretty leggy well- ... , . . 

. | icon , n nrpttu with "T ° ^advertising.likes dog ma nnered/educated 28yr old compatible male for genuine 

ALISON 30, pretty, slim with walking, being sociable, meals f , i n , /<3Q n inht« in/nnt «nnrtc friendship, meals out, weekends 

long brown hair, fit and active in/out, WLTM honest, fun male for „„ L away, nights out and more. Tel 

seeks fit older male for ener- possible Itr. looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 

16 sm 515 7,12 807 N0: ^_ 

DEBORAH 41 infeHigen, USA Lctfee pe,i,e RUpino *"«*»■ — GSOH. 

brunette, lovely brown eyes, female, very lonely, wanting to find '°«rs nights out, honest, loyal, fen G SOH, OHAC, great job, sick of 

discreet, many interests, seeks companionship a „ d t0 be o he with, looking for mature male never meeting Mr Right, looking 
m" happy, looking for friendship and for adult companionship meals for someone speciaL Genujne 

none rI* Nn' more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box out and h °P efu 'ly more. Tel No: ma | e p | ease Te , No: 0906 515 

0906 515 7112 Box No: Nq; 415549 g 0 906 515 7112 Box No: 415561 g 7112 No: 415187 g) 


EASY going male, 48, divorced, 
kids grown up time to meet 
someone new. Enjoy most 
things and will give anything 
ago. Text only Mailbox no: 
4646694 


416515g 


. h, . SUE 65, 5ft 8 ins, blonde hair, fash- ■ t 32 petite profession- AUS on 27yr old very bored 

ladv varied interests seeks kmable, smoker, GSOH, enjoys al attractive black female looking broadminded female with plenty of 
similar white, old fashioned, meals out, travel, animals, WLTM for similar hardworking white male f ree time on her hands looking for 
genuine male for relationship! kind, shyish man for friendship, wh o like me loves life and is seri- some adult fun times. Call me, I 
Tel No-0906 515 7112 Box No- maybe more. Thanet area. Tel No: ous about finding a LTR. Tel No: won’t disappoint. Tel No: 0906 
416215 0906 515 7112 Box No: 415735 g 0906 515 7112 Box No: 415545 g 515 7112 Box No: 415177 g 


MAY sexy black African female, INTELLIGENT funny guy without 
38, hardworking, seeks gener- a huge ego required for damaged 
ous friendly male for mutual heart. Casey 39, size 10, curves in 
rewarding friendship. Tel No: all the right paces, pretty, kind, lov- 
0906 515 7112 Box No: ing, genuine, romantic and avail- 
416211 g able. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 

BLONDE female, 47, looking No: 415509 g 
for fun, sensual, experienced, BLACK lady 43, sincere, down to 
understanding, seeking similar, earth, fun loving, likes theatre, cin- 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: ema me als out, walks, seeking 



Men Seeking 

mydate24 1 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.53 
per minute plus network 
extras. Texts cost £1.50 oer 
message sent. 


4156751 


white gent with GSOH, sincere 


TARA, confident lady, long legs, and down to earth. Tel No: 0906 GARETH handsome 40's pilot, LOCAL Sevenoaks man, seeks 
long hair, seeks a saucy man of 515 7112 Box No: 415477 0 strong tall build, seeks daytime local lady for fun and friendship, 
any age for daytime, no strings jenny voluptuous blonde tanned discreet passion with lady 30-65. maybe more. Tel No:J)906 515 


fun. Tel No: 0906 515 4693 
Box 414701 


well-presented female, enjoys 


Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 7112 Box No: 417127 0 


—. — being and giving pampering, cook- 41 4421 g MALE 46, wishes to meet female 

A V. C J VE J ady ear L 5 ° S ' in 9’ C0s v n '9 hts ' lookin 9 for some KIND, tall, medium build, smart, of similar age for fun, friendship, 

petite, Scandinavian blonde broadminded excitement. Tel No: easy going wid 0 W er, 71 WLM maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 

professional, WLTM profession- 09 06 515 7112 Box No: 415399 g Lad y 6 £ s e “ r|y 70s for easy gojng 7112 Box No: 415923 

friendship OHAC. Text only to PETE 49 , slim, 5ft 7in s, smoker, 

creative, likes art, live bands, out- 


al, caring gent, 50-60's for . 


attention and future together. ® UE young at heart, good looking, 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: en j°y li,e - socialising, beach Mailbox No: 4641218 
416569 walks, gardening, theatre, seeking 

.... 00 -——:-male, 55-65 to share life with. Tel 

JAN 63, young at heart, petite, N 0906 515 7112 B N 
5ft 2ins, brown hair, blue eyes, ai R 171 
GSOH, likes cooking, country- 4151 n 


side, travel, days out, seeks JACKIE 32, attractive profession- 
easy going male, 60-70. Tel No: al, very smart and feminine, long 


MALE, attractive, kind, loyal, gen- doors, seeks similar female for 
tie, no ties, looking for kind, gentle, LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
small lady for friendship and LTR. No: 416421 ® 

Text only to Mailbox No: HARRY 50, ex soldier, 6 ft, well 
4711124 built, seeking lady to wine and 


0906 515 
416349 g 


7112 Box No: 


SMS MATCHMAKER 

DATING NEEDN’T BE DAUNTING, 



JOIN OUR NEW MATCHMAKER 
SERVICE AND START PLANNING I 
YOUR NEXT BIG EVENING! L 



DOVER male 54 seeks female for bine. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
friendship, conversation and No: 417015® 

,o treat a lady. Tel No: 0906 515 ° nl * “ BARRY divorced, 6 ft, fell built. 

u_' A Mailbox N <>. 4682630 


brown hair, seeks smart, confi¬ 
dent, older male who knows how 


KEEN cyclist 58, non competi¬ 
tive, seeks similar female for 
wall, countryside ride, walking 
etc for fun, laughs and whatever. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 413337 

CHIPS on the pier, walks on the 
beach/countryside, VGSOH, 
58yrs old, fit male, seeks female 
for laughs and love and whatev¬ 
er. NE Kent. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 411725 
FEMININE sensual female, 
slim-medium build wanted by 
slim, kind male for daytime 
meets, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414809 g 

JON seeking female for fun and 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 416771 | 

MALE 46, wishes to meet 
female of similar age for fun, 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415923 g 

MALE 70's, fit, looking for lady 
to share life with. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 416663 g 
WELL built 6 ft tall ex soldier 
would like to be given my orders 
by a special lady and to have fun 
times with. Text Only Mailbox 
Box No: 4420728 
MALE 70's, fit, looking for lady to 
share life with. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 416663 g 
JACK 47, tall, good looking, 
average build, GSHOH, seeks 
slim, broad minded female, any 
age for discreet no strings fun. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416567g 


MALE 

blond 
hair, blue 
eyes, 
seeking 
female 
with 
GSOH, 45-60. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 416445 g 
SIMON 49, actor, likes music, 
films, reading, writing, loop 
holes, Thailand, Singapore, 
seeking pretty female, 35 plus 
for friendship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 416345 g 
ELDERLY Redhill male, seeks 
slim lady to reignite ones 
thoughts of female company. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416221 

ACTIVE honest, reliable, loyal, 
N/S male, 70, varied interests, 
seeks slim, positive, 60's lady for 
friendship and more. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415931 g 

JACK 47, tall, good looking, 
average build, GSOH, seeks 
slim, broadminded, submissive 
female, any age for discreet no 
strings fun. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 416435 g 
PETE 49, slim, 5ft 7in s, smoker, 
creative, likes art, live bands, 
outdoors, seeks similar female 
for LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 416421 g 


JOHN 

67, gen¬ 
tle, easy 
going, good 
natured, seeks 
affectionate, loving 
black female, any age for 
friendship and fun times. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415913 g 

74YR old retired, widowed male, 
fit, young looking, seeking 
younger female for fun and friend¬ 
ship. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 415855 

LONELY 75yr old male, OHAC, 
tall, medium build, genuine, lov¬ 
ing, kind, seeking lovely kind lady. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415791g 

MALE 46, wishes to meet female 
of similar age for fun, friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 4159231 


7112 Box No: 416297® 

BECKY 23, classy blonde, long 
blonde hair, blue eyes seeks lov- 


seeking fun time girl for good 
STU 52, looking for a sincere times. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
women to share the long winter No: 41 2717 


ing older guy to spoil and pamper ^ *° Mailb ° X JACK Z '° 0ki " 9 ’ T' 

her. Discretion assured/guaran- No: 4609904 _ age bu.ld GSHOH, seeks slim, 

teed. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box MALE blond hair, blue eyes, seek- broad minded female, any age for 
No: 416233 g ing female with GSOH, 45-60. Tel d !f" eet ..™ fun ; Tel No: 


No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 


0906 515 7112 Box No: 


416567 g 


TEXT MATCH TO 


EEEEW 


LINDA 26, cheeky, curvy brunette, m 

a little shy at first, likes to look after 416445 U _ 

herself, seeks dark haired male for CARING man enjoys going out, KE ^N cyclist 58, non competitive, 
discreet naughty but fun times. Tel looking for someone to take out seeks similar female for sea wall, 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: and have a laugh and to share countryside ride, walking etc or 
41 6195 g some nights in! Text only to 

Mailbox No: 4736191 0906 515 7112 Box No: 413337 


TERESA 39, petite, cuddly and 


BRITISH white professional 

male, seeking intelligent, inde¬ 
pendent Asian/black female, 30- 
42 for LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 415961 ® 

TALL male, likes meals out, 
seeking female for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 416899 
JACK 47, tall, good-looking, 
average build, GSOH, seeks 
broadminded female for discreet 
no strings fun. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 416867 g 



bubbly seeks kind older male to ED, retired Essex guy, astute & rtlvlMLC P |lllon passenger sougni 

-- travel, have fun, and take care of, wise. N/S. no ties, with looks & for motor cycle ndes / adventures 

A]| messages received £1.50. text STOPto 8&990 to, exit at any time Minimum 7 messages must be sent pamper and flirt with. Tel No: 0906 humour seeks younqer female anaan y tnm 9 else gooa/Daa. Any 

before con&d details can be exdianged Tins seroce is no[computer generated Messages are responded ^ 7110 /i-icnm A ' ,, , y . . age/status, 59yr od mae. Tel No: ..._,- - 

-——— -—.A.-.—-—, 5157112 BOX NOM 16081 0 _ need.ng hiesmefflorAufer Text o^s^/boxN o:416827 0 7112 Box No:416845 0 

LUCY stunning tall brunette, look- only to Mailbox No: 4485189 r : - — 

ing for exciting times, seeks like- GENUINE fun sexy healthy guy 


to by realseivice users. No i_ 

space and do not give personal; 


be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to_, 

*~ you have not met Service provided by No Goats 
email: support@jmedia.r-'' " k 


public 

iLtd. 


ASHFORD male, 66 , GSOH, 
FEMALE pillion passenger sought easy going, smoker, down to 
earth, adventurous, seeks like- 
minded female for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 


CUSTOMER SUPPORT 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


minded, adventurous male who is 55 , w j t h no ties, looking to date V? fit malo coo . . malo . 

willing to try anything one* nr *- old - flt male - seeks female for 

maybe even twice! Tel No: 1 

515 7112 Box No: 416079® 


willing to try anything once or attractive lady 45/57 for fun times i aiinhcan Hi n „ fla nHu,h= tfl „ 0 r mc 
™ ay ™ V ®" ! 0906 and more Text on| y to Mailbox Kent Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 


FEMALE pillion passenger 
sought for motor cycle rides / 
adventures and anything else 
good/bad. Any age/status, 59yr 
old male. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 416827 g 


98. Service provided by JM* 

X Need Help? Call 0207 7} 

MATURE businessman, seeking 
slim, independent young female 
for mutual pleasure. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416023® 

ASIAN male, 68 , US educated, 
seeks black/European female of 
similar age, discreet, East 
London. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 415997 
WHITE Spanish male, 42, work 
full time, seeks African lady, 20- 
45 for relationship. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 415941 g 
QUIET easy going gent, likes 
nights in/out, seeks kind, caring 
white female for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 416055® 


MAIDSTONE bi male, clean¬ 
shaven, N/S, seeks similar bi 
male, N/S for meetings. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 416737 
PASSIVE male, 60, overweight 
seeks assertive male for daytime 
fun, cannot accommodate. Text 
Only Mailbox Box No: 4321273 
GAY male 54 years old, seeks gay 
male 40 to 42 years old for 121 
long lasting relationship. Text 
only to Mailbox No: 4732986 
BI male, slim, passive, seeks 
older bi M, 75- 90, for gentle fun 
and friendship. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4398888 


M 


Follow us 
on 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 090 calls cost £1.53 per min. plus network charges. Calls from Mobiles will be considerably higher. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsub¬ 
scribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed to receive 1 - 4 mes¬ 
sages for each message you send, Service only available where phone icon show. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. 
No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to chose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. Some advertisers on this page come from our national database. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats 
Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message to opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 
7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from our national data¬ 
base and from our pdc app. 

62 Week ending May 24,2015 


kent-life.co.uk www.kentnews.co.uk 





















































































































Sport 

Off and running? 
First win for Kent 





Cricket 


County’s first LV County Championship victory of the season 

x m 


STARTING TO GEL?: Joe Denley hit a ton while skipper Sam Northeast 
bagged 88. Matt Coles took wickets and scored runs too 


IT TOOK a long time coming, but 
Kent finally got a LV= County Cham¬ 
pionship win under their belt after Joe 
Denly and Sam Northeast batted 
them to victory on the final day of 
their clash against Gloucestershire at 
Bristol on Thursday. 

Denly was 117 not out and skipper 
Northeast unbeaten on 88 as the visi¬ 
tors reached their target of 241 with 
eight wickets and 29 overs to spare to 
claim 20 points. 

Kent were 35-2 at one point. But 
Denly rode his luck early on to blossom 
with 12 fours and three sixes in reach¬ 
ing his ton off 179 balls. It was the first 
time he had reached three figures in 
first class cricket since May 2012. 

Northeast provided solid support 
and once the shine went off the ball 
the result was never in serious doubt. 

The tone for the day was set by the 
very first ball, which saw Gloucester¬ 


shire lose their last second innings 
wicket on 282. 

Matt Taylor clipped a catch to mid¬ 
wicket off Ivan Thomas, who finished 
with four for 53 and the home side’s 
hopes of adding ten or 20 more valu¬ 
able runs were dashed. 

Even so, a close contest looked in 
the offing when Kent opener Daniel 
Bell-Drummond fell with the total on 
just three, snapped up at second slip 
by Chris Dent off Craig Miles. 

Gloucestershire’s bowlers main¬ 
tained a testing line and length with 
the new ball, causing Denly to play 
and miss several times. 

The second breakthrough came 
when Brendan Nash, who had played 
positively for his 25, was well caught 
by diving wicketkeeper Gareth Rod¬ 
erick in Liam Norwell’s first over of 
the innings. 

That gave Nor well five wickets in 


the match and took his first class tally 
for the season to 33. 

But it was as good as it got for 
Gloucestershire as their opponents 
progressed to 85 for two at lunch, 
with Denly unbeaten on 29 and 
Northeast 23 not out. 

With the sun shining in clear skies, 
the pair blossomed in the afternoon 
session, playing with increasing confi¬ 
dence as the boundaries started to flow. 

Denly began to go for his shots and 
there were few alarms as Northeast also 
started to flow against the softer ball. 

The job had virtually been done 
when Denly reached three figures 
with a pull shot off Matt Taylor that 
brought his 12th four. There were 
also three sixes in his hundred. 

It was his 15th four that sealed 
Kent’s win, with Northeast still there, 
having faced 146 balls and hit 14 
boundaries. 


Step in the right direction for walker Bosworth 





PLEASED : Tom Bosworth 


TONBRIDGE Athletic Club’s Tom 
Bosworth finished in the highest 
ever position by a British athlete in 
the men’s 20km at the European 
Race Walking Cup in Murcia, Spain, 
last weekend. 

Despite the shade being cast by the 
tall buildings, the heat made 
conditions very challenging with 
the 2 5-year-old, who is British 
champion and British record holder, 
finishing in 16th place in a time of 
1:23:54. 

He said: “I am pleased with how 
the race went, but my hip just locked 
up at the 14km point just as I was 
starting to really move through the 
field. 

“I have, though, ticked the boxes 
of my second Rio Olympics qualify¬ 
ing time, and my fifth IAAF Beijing 
World Championships time. 


“So I can’t complain, especially 
when I couldn’t execute the perfect 
race strategy with the pace I hoped”. 

While Bosworth, who trains with 
coach Andi Drake at the National 
Race Walking Centre at Leeds Beck¬ 
ett University, has achieved the 
qualifying times for Beijing and Rio, 
he still needs to secure his place on 
the plane by finishing in the top two 
of the British trials. 

He added: “I know after my per¬ 
formance on Sunday, I will be more 
competitive come the World Cham¬ 
pionship. 

“My whole season has been geared 
towards the World Championships 
in Beijing; it will give me a real indi¬ 
cation of where I stand in world 
terms and will give me an idea of 
what I need to do ahead of the Rio 
Olympics next year.” 




I i. »Email sports@kosmedia.co.uk 

QpOlT OltOrTS or call Jamie Weir on 01233 653481 


FUTURE : Manager Terry Brown looks towards upcoming season 

All change at Margate 
as seven players leave 


MARGATE Football Club has 
confirmed that it has released seven 
of its promotion winning squad as 
manager Terry Brown and his 
assistant Stuart Cash start planning 
for the 2015/16 campaign in the 
Vanarama National League South. 

Matthew Armstrong-Ford, Mitchell 
Nelson, Tambeson Eyong, John 
Beales, Ben Gerring, Anthony 
Riviere and Tom Phipp have all been 
released. 

Manager Terry Brown said: 

“There is no doubt that this part of 
the job is the worst. Usually you have 


to release players at the end of the 
season because you haven’t 
achieved what you set out to do but 
that is not the case this time”. 

“We set out to win promotion and 
that is what we did and this is why 
this time it was even more difficult 
but having lost a few weeks we 
needed to act quickly to ensure that 
we continue to progress as a club”. 

“The players we have let go have 
been fantastic servants to the club 
and have helped Margate gain 
promotion and I am sure the fans will 
show their appreciation to them”. 


Rallycross roars into Lydden Hill 


RALLYCROSS fans are promised an 
action-packed two-days this 
weekend (May 23-24) as the FIA 
World Championship comes to 
Lydden Hill Circuit. 

On Saturday and Sunday, the 
famous track will also stage displays, 
parades and races featuring 
legendary rallycross cars from past 
generations - including the much¬ 


loved Group B era. There will also 
be a Spitfire flypast. 

Admittance is £30 on Saturday 
and £35 on Sunday for tickets sold 
on the gate. Accompanied children 
aged 12 and under will be admitted 
free of charge. 

For more information about ticket 
availability and race timings, visit 
lyddenhill.co.uk. 


BRANDS Hatch plays host to historic 
racers this weekend as the Masters 
Historic Festival arrives at the track. 

The track’s GP circuit, which has 
remained largely unchanged since 
its heyday in the ’80s, will see an 
extensive grid of normally aspirated 
Grand Prix cars from the ’60s, ’70s 
and ’80s, with big team names like 
Williams, Lotus and Arrows 
appearing for the high speed action. 

It won’t just be historic FI in 
action though, with gentleman 
drivers taking to the course in their 
ground shaking sports cars. 


Pre-66 touring cars will also add 
to the heritage motorsports thrills 
over the weekend, with original Ford 
GT40s evoking the golden age of 
motor racing. 

The action moves to the Indy circuit 
at the track on Bank Holiday Monday, 
as the Masters Raceday sees ’70s 
celebration cars take centre stage. 

Tickets for the Masters Historic 
Festival at Brands Hatch on May 23 
24 and 25 are available from £15, 
with free entry for under-13s. 

For more information, call 0843 
453 9000 or visit brandshatch.co.uk 


Keep up-to-date with all Kent’s sports news via social media on: 

¥ Twitter @KentSport f Facebookwww.facebook.com/kentsport.3 
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Box Office 01227 787787 

marlowetheatre.com 


ARTS COUNCIL 
ENGLAND 


FASTEN YOUR SEAT BELTS 


THE CAR MAN IS BACK! 


BIZET'S CARMEN RE-IMAGINED 

ELECTRIFYING. A DYNAMITE DANCE OF DESIRE 

DAILY MAIL 
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